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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


HAVANA FOCUSES ON GRENADA, FRENCH COLONIAL REPRESSION 
Revolution Changing Colonial Grenada 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jan 80 pp 26-29, 34-40 


Articie by Jorge Luna: "A Look at St George's, the Grenadan Capital: 
“Propelled by Revolution, The Face of Colonial Poverty Is Beginning to 


Change’ | 


iText| The beautiful bay of the capital city of this Caribbean island in- 
cludes both examples of a long history of struggle of the Grenadan people, 
and the new symbols of the revolutionary triumph of 13 March 1979. 


The picturesque "Carenage," a sort of commercial dock which borders the 
peaceful bay, is protected by the imposing colonial fortress today called 
"Rupert Bishop," in tribute to the slain father of Prime Minister Maurice 


Bishop. 


Across from the fortress--on the other side of the entrance to the bay--in 
the modern Islander Building, is the official headquarters of the new revo- 


lutionary government. 


Until a short time ago, however, the Crenadan fortress was named after King 
eorge of England, one of so many traces left in Grenada--as in other Carib- 
bean territories--by; British colonialism. 


St George's, narned for the same king--is an enormous attraction for tourists 
from all parts of the world. At present the small capital is a point of 
converge:ce for the Grenadan people's struggle for freedom, achieved drama- 
tically in March, 1979, with the overthrow of the dictator, Eric Gairy. 


The history of St George's and of all Grenada--located 90 miles from Trini- 
dad-Tobago and 68 from St Vincent, which recently achieved its independence 
‘gives testimony of the battles of its first inhabitants, the Caribs and 
Arawaks, who apparently originated in Trinidad or Venezuela, against all 
invaders. 














hristopher Cc lumbus, on his third voyage to the region, in August, 1498, 
identified Grensda as Conception Island, but it was not until 1608 that 
the first groups of traders from London tried to colonize this 344-square- 
kilometer territory. The Caribs put up extraordinary resistance--in spite 

f the technicel superiority of the Euvropeans--and the British were ex- 
pelled But years later, during the colonial wars between Great Britain 
and France in the Caribbean, the then governor of the French colony of 

artinique acquired the island in an underhand way, they say, for a few 

inkets and two bottles of brandy. 


iflable archives concerning the true picture of the first Grenadans are 
rery few, but it is known, for example, that even years later, in 1674, 
when France tried to annex the island, the Caribs continued to fight. 


; 


rritory changed hands between the French and the British several 
;; one of the most beautiful pages of Grenadan and Caribbean resistance 
erns the Morne des Sauteurs episode. Morne des Sauteurs is a precipice 
‘xtreme north of the island from which some 40 Caribs jumped to 
leaths rather than surrender to the French army. 


tiv afterward the aborigines were exterminated by the settlers, but 
ir action is marked by that historical place, a center of interest for 
isand f tourfsts and patriots. 


if mass celebrations after the revolutionary victory took 


urine that earlier era African slaves were brought to the Caribbean to 
work on the sugar plantations and, in the case of Grenada, also in the cul- 
on of indigo. 


nch as well as the British constructed war fortifications on the bay, 
tablished numerous churches and began to use the natural port of the 
outh, today known as St George's. 


t was not until 1783, after the Treaty of Versailles was signed, that Great 
ritain assumed final control of the island, although uprisings by the Gren- 


fans continued 


n 1795-96, the black farmer and insurrectionist Julien Fedon fought bravely 

ga i the colonialists, another episode which European historians have 

tried to minimize. The young lawyer Maurice Bishop, during his university 
id some thorough research into Fedon's struggles, an epoch which 

iin ed the combatants of last March. 


pi 


renada, like other British territories in the Caribbean, has had a long 
story of colonialis«, which ended formally in 1974 with independence under 
then Prime Minister Eric Gairy. 











8ut Gairy--originally a union leader--wa: turning the island paradise, in 
whose capital more than 10,000 persons live, into a refuge for <-lements of 


rhe American “mafia.” 


He began to apply brutal repressive measures against any and all opposition. 
The Parliamentary opposition was led at that time by Maurice Bishop, leader 
of the New Jewel Movement (NJM). 


After years of violating all constitutional rights, including even murder- 
ing the struggling people, Gairy ordered, just minutes before leaving for 
the United States last 12 March, the extermination of the NJM leaders. 


But this time the Grenadan fighters were ready, and within a few hours they 
had gone underground and made a direct bid to take over the government. 


One group attacked an! burned the largest military barracks on the island, 
True Blue, while another--after distributing weapons to the people--occu- 
pied the national radio station, today known as Radio Free Crenada. 


From this place, on the morning of 13 March, Bishop called upon the people 
to turn out in defense of t*e revolution, and the building was for several 
weeks the tempo ary headquarters of the revolutionary government. 


so it was that those two buildings also became a part of the history of St 
George's and of the country. 


Another building in the capital, the Richmond Hill prison, had held many 
revolutionists who were tortured, and in the basement of the building Gairy 
was even preparing special cells for the NJM leaders. Morne Rouge, the 
mysterious palatial residence of the ousted dictator--now in the proces, 

of being turned intc a museum--contains objects which reflect the prim/tive 
and pseudoreligicus beliefs of Gairy, who is well known for his belief in 


“unidentified flying obiects.’ 


Grenada, the southernmost of the Windward Islands, today is an active trad- 
ing hub, and merchant as well as tourist ships frequent its port. 


The port has a modern breakwater for the numerous yachts and sailboats of 
tourists who find relaxation in the beautiful Grenadan waters. 


Perhaps for the thousands of tourists who visit the country, Grenada's chief 
attraction is the beauty of its long beaches and its modern hotels. 


The irve of St George's Bay--a. cording to some researchers--was formed by 
part of a submerged volcanic crater. Others say there is subterranean com- 
minication between that crater and Soufriere, whicn erupted recently on 

the neighboring island of St Vincent. 


fhe island has impressive mountains and extinct volcanoes and untouched trop- 
ical vegetation. The capital itself nestles in the forchills of the peaks 

in the southern part of the country, and almost all i's steep streets lead 

to the bay. 


; 














Called spice island because of its extensive production of condimerts, euch 
as mutmeg and other spices, Grenada also has the important town of Gren- 
ville and many other villages, whose inhabitants engage in agriculture or 


fishing. 


The Grenadan islands of Carriacou and Petite Martinique--which lie toward 
the uorth to form a chain with St Vincent territories--are also part of 
this young nation, which has already begun to play an important role in the 
Caribbean, the United Nations and the nonalined movemert. 


Since the victory in March, St George's, whose narrow and bustling streets 


still recall to the visitor its long and valiant history, has been changing 
its face, in accoraanre with the modifications introduced by Bishop's gov- 


PHOTO CAPTIONS 


. Richmond Hill: Many ‘ots succumbed to the tortures to which they 
wet ibjected in the s Le elis of this prison. 
True Blue: The wra © the people, unleashed by the revolutionary vic- 
or burned this prison, refuge of the so-called "dirty beast.” 
‘ Center of the city: Banks and commercial establishment crowd in- 
the ter cf the smail city. 
5. pice Islands: Eminently agricultural, the country was known for its 


extensive productius of nutmeg and othr spices. 


Radio Free Grenada: Temporary headquarters of the revolutionary gov- 
ernment established on 13 March 1979. 


| George's Bay: The entrance is protected by Fort Rupert Bishop on 
he right and the Islander Building, the government headquarters, on the 
Grand Anse: One of the most beautiful beaches: a great tourist attrac- 
9. Carenage: Lively commercial activity enlivens the dock which borders 
) ourism: The paradiselike conditions of the island attract visitors 


from all parts of the world, who come to enjoy its beautiful scenery. 


1. Churches: Both the English and French colonists constructed many 
rches in the city. 


olonial era: During the colonial era this building was the seat of 
‘renada Parliament. 


. 














13. New Jewel: The clandestine New Jewel Movement was the moving spirit 
of the Grenadan revolution, which is supported by all the people. 


French Colonial Leadership Declining 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jan 80 pp 34-40 
[Article by Jose R. Savall: "Twilight of the DOM") 


[Text] Confrontations and strikes characterize the social ambience of a 
little-known and scattered world which is prey to the most outmoded colonial 
methods. 


Besides being based on neocolonialism through political, economic and mili- 
tary influence in the states which "took refuge" in the shadow of the franc, 
the Gallic government insists on maintaining the remnants of its old colo- 
nial “vstem. 


The independence achieved by Portugal's former African colonies in 1975 
left France in the position of chief administrator of overseas territories. 


With colonial status politically and economically, the DOM [Overseas Depart- 
emtns] and TOM [Overseas Territories] are importers of French products and 
exporters of raw, unprocessed materials destined for industries in the 
mother country. They are also exporters of labor and of land for nuclear 
and space experiments, as well as logistic bases for the French armed for- 
ces. 


Basically, they consist of a series of scattered islands in areas as dis- 
tant from each other as the Caribbean Sea, the Pacific Ocean and the Indian, 
North Atlantic end even the Antarctic oceans. 


The oldest celonies of French imperialism, the islands of Guadeloupe and 
Martinicue, in the Lesser Antilles; so-called French Guiana (on the contin- 
ent of South America), and the island of Reunion, in the Indian Ocean, with 
a total of 1.25 million inhabitants, were classed as Overseas Departments 
(DOM) by a law promulgated on 19 March 1946. 


Officially, this nomenclature was presented as a way to gain, for the citi- 
zens of these territories, equal rights with those of the mother country. 
The people of the territories converted into DOM were promised social and 
political improvements. The facts demonstrated that the workers continued 
to suffer unemployment and were forced to emigrate in great numbers; nor 
did any light of prosperity shine on small farmers and craftsmen. 


Economic relations between the DOM and the mother country continued to be 

of a colonial nature: the single-crop farming system necessitated the im- 
portation of products of prime necessity, sold at the price set by merchants 
in the mother country. 














Politically, power remained centralized in the authority of the prefect, an 
official designated by the French Government and who, in the case of the 
DOM, had greater powers than his counterparts in the departments back in 
France. 


The authority of the prefect in a DOM empowers him to intervene decisively 

in the election processes (obviously to favor the government's candidates), 
to dissolve the General Council (the departmental administrative organ), to 
use public force to suppress popular protest and to do other things. 


Examples abound c. the use and abuse of powers by the prefects. The case 
of Guadeloupe is a good illustration. In 1953, the prefect dissolved the 
General Council in which the socialist-communist coalition had won a major- 
ity of seats. Fourteen years later the prefecture of the island ordered 
suppression of the workers who were supporting a strike movement. The re- 
sult of that decision by the French central government's representative was 
some 50 dead. 


the creation of the DOM meant the almost total extinction of indigenous, 
middle-class urban groups. By decree-law promulgated in September, 1947, 
public administration posts in the DOM were gradually transferred to offi- 
cials imported from France. 


in 1900, the home government instructed the DOM prefects to "report to the 
proper ministry any official whose behavior might be a cause of public dis- 
order." 


the French Caribbean 


iocated in the area of the Lesser Antilles, the islands of Guadeloupe, its 
dependencies, Marie-Galante and Martinique, as well as Guiana--on the con- 
tinent--form the French Caribbean, vulnerable now not only to the tradi- 
tional influence of volcanos and tropical hurricanes, but also to the new 
winds which are affecting politics in the neighboring territories. 


On the economic level, the islands are in a process of regression. Partic- 

ularly noticeable in the islands is the control exercised by two landowning 

monopolies, especially of the sugar and banana plantations and the tiay pro- 
ceesing industry, as weil as of trade. 


\ dozen white creole families (the bekes) in Martinique and a half dozen 
buciness firms and some Martinican landowners on Guadeloupe monopolize 
three-fourths of the land and control, along with French firms, the island 
economies. 


fhe population of the islands, with a birth rate triple that of France, iso- 
iated by 9,000 miles from the local and geographical administrative work in 
the mother country, is daily more inclined toward autonomy or even independ- 
ence. 














The results of the last elections in Guadeloupe meant, in several communi- 
ties, a victory for the autonomist tendencies. 


Francois Mitterand, first secretary of the French Socialist Party, who in 
1974 toured the so-called French Antilles, recognized the existence there 
of a “growing popular unrest, insofar as it is an artificial life of the 

spirit to insist on assimilating the local population to the condition of 
the French in Brittany or Auvergnes.” 


Mitterand then wondered if the des.~-e of the French-speaking Caribbean peo- 
ple for self-determination could be directed toward independentist move- 
movements. 


The socialist leader answered his own question, saying that "judging by the 
impressions of a tourist, that appears quite improbable, but if a solution 
is not found to the problems affecting the direct responsibility of those 
.«ople for their own affairs, the question will not cease to exist." 


And Mitterand added tha. "it has already been proposed by some minority 
groups, whose influence, however, must not be underestimated, since natur- 
ally they are expressing a historical moment." 


French news media call the situation in the French-speaking Caribbean a 
"problem whose solution is difficult in the context of the storm of change 
which is shaling the world." 


With its exploding population, the French Antilles requires annually the 
creation of a number of jobs which the industrial society itself--to which 
it is artifically tied--is not capable of providing. The number of unem- 
ployed is over 40 percent of the employable population. 


The image of the islands with their peaceful beaches and fertile lands has 
been preserved. Now they can be defined as bits of land in the so-called 
Third World, subject to a regimen of artificial life under the banner of 
the French industrial society. 


That industrial society has assigned them the role of "agricultural pro- 
ducers” with two principal crops: sugarcane and bananas. 


But even production of those crops is decreasing. Production cost of the 
French Antilles banana is 70 percent higher than that of its competitors. 
Sugar production in the French Antilles is integrated into the European Com- 
mon Market (FEC) and enjoys preferential prices according to an established 
quota. 


However, this sugar is not produced in its entirety. Legislation authorizes 
Antillan "producers" to sell part of the unmanufactured quota to French beet 
growers who can then sell a like part of their production at the price of 
cane sugar. 








There is almost no industry here for the growing number of sugarcane deriv- 
atives. Paradoxically, although they are sugar and fruit countries, the 
French Antilles import those products from the home market. 


The French newspaper LIBERATION, analyzing the social and economic situa- 
tion in Guadeloupe and Martinique, described the growing reduction in sugar 
production as "a criminal policy against the workers.” 


fhe newspaper made reference to the fact that cane does not only produce 
sugar, but contributes a series of byproducts, such as aicohol, used in the 
manutacture of drinks and liquors; syrups, used as the base for cattle feed, 
and the residue, which is made into boards and converted into pulp for paper- 
making. 


Or are wooded areas exploited as an adequate base for the development of 
the paper industry. 


Rice, tne chief cereal in the local people's daily diet, can be cultivated 
in the islands, but they continue to import it in order not to damage com- 
mercial interests. 


‘hese same merchants--all of them mainland firms--import from France pro- 
ducts made from crops such as tobacco, cocoa, coffee and spices. 


jut whac most reflects the degree of typically colonial underdevelopment is 
the fatlure to exploit the fishing industry in an area so rich in edible 
fish. 


The cost of living in the French Caribbean is almost 50 percent higher than 
in France. This does not affect the officials from the mother country, who 
have the benefit of bonus salary increases. 


These officials receive a stipend of 40 percent over and above the salary 
they would recieve for the same jobs at home. In addition, they have a mov- 
ing bonus equivalent to a year's salary. 


me-tenth of the active population--the officials--receives more than half 
the salary base in the French Antilles. 


However, for the local population this type of advantage does not exist. 
The Antillan peasants suffer increased loss of real income as the exodus 
to France or other countries in search of jobs increases. 


Martinique reports a farm labor force of 20,000 people, who only work 4 
months a year. Between 1963 and 1977, 15,000 agricultural jobs were elim- 
inated. A similar policy applied in the manufacturing sector eliminated 
6,000 jobs between 1974 and 1977. 


According to figures from the Caribbean Research Center, the number of Mar- 
tinicans who emigrate to France rose from 2,683 in 1961 to nearly 7,000 in 








1973. The institution says the rate is continuing, which means that within 
a few years there will be more Martinican workers in the mother country than 
in their own country. 


The Phenomenon of Guiana 


Stretching from the Orinoco to the Amazon, Guiana, known as French Guiana, 
has the characteristics of a colony whose economy is sustained by an arti- 
ficial budget. 


With a small population (about 60,000 inhabitants), this country suffers 
from lack of an economic infrastructure similar to that achieved by its 
neighbors, among them Brazil, which does not hide its aims for expansion at 
the expense of Guiana. 


The lumber industry, main source of exports in Guiana, is in the midst of a 
recession. 


Known the world over as a penal territory, because of the location there of 
a penal colony which was the scene of the novel "Papillon," by Henry Char- 
riere, and where French army officer Alfred Dreyfus, victim of the racist 
and segregationist policy at the end of the last and beginning of the pre- 
sent century, was also incarcerated, Guiana is now--like Guadeloupe and 
Martinique-~—privileged area for the tourist industry. 


Submerged in extensive low and swampy areas and with 95 percent of its ter- 
ritery covered by dense forests, and always at the mercy of tropical dis- 
eases, this country has the contrast of sheltering an impoverished local 
population--mestizo--along with an elite from the mother mountry, among 
whom are the technicians who operate the Kourou base space center, which is 
also equipped with rocket-launching pads. 


Guiana has few highways. The urban and tourist areas are near the coast 
where there are some small ports for the limited trade operations. 


The land-ownership system is similar to that of Guadeloupe and Martinique, 
and as on the islands, exploitation of the forest resources is in the hands 
of three firms. 


The subsoil is rich in bauxite, gold and oil, minerals which are held in re- 
serve under the control of French and American monopolies. 


One U.S. firm expolits gold mines along the Mana and La Conte rivers. The 
workers in these mines are Brazilian. 


The Americans also benefit from the abundant fishing wealth in the waters 
off Guiana. 


Two U.S. firms, Parsons and Whittemore and International Paper, have obtained 
long-term concessions for the development of the paper industry. 








At present we are witnessing what might be called the modification of the 
population structure of Guiana. 


The small local population makes the presence of the French officials weigh 
more heavily in Guiana, where, as in other DOM, they hold all public posi- 
tions. 


That imbalance appears to have been a sort of motivating force toward inde- 
pendence for the Guianese. The National Front for the Liberation of Guiana 
has set 1985 as the year for the country's independence. 


fhe administrators of French colonialism--after violently repressing the 
independentists' demonstrations, even jailing the leaders and members of 
those organizations, have been seeking a way to repopulate the country with 
Brazilian and Southeast Asian settlers. 





fhe Brazilian consulate in Guiana promotes immigration by those nationals. 


Renamed the Green Paradise, Guiana is now seeing a controlled immigration 
of Cambodians and Vietnamese who served French colonialism and the pro- 
American regimes, now defeated, of Phnom Penh and Saigon. 


‘he first contingent of Cambodians to come to Guiana consisted of 120 fam- 
{lies 


The FNLS [National Front for the Liberation of Guiana] has called the estab- 
lishment in the country of thousands of Cambodian counterrevolutionaries 
the new colonial program. 





The organization charged that "scum brought from Southeast Asia receives 
land as the first phase of the new genocide of the indigenous people of 
Guiana." 


The installation of new French settlers in the country is also favored. 
These immigrants are given preferential work and living facilities. 


Alain Faujas, special correspondent for LE MONDE, reported from Guiana in 
April, 1977, on what he called "a center for the establishment of new 
French settlers in that territory." 


The newsman interviewed several colonists and learned that they depended on 
Brazilian peons to prepare the new agricultural developments for the culti- 
vation of citrus fruits and rice. 





the repopulation of Guiana is supported by the construction of some high- 
ways and port and airport installations, with an investment of 300 million 
francs. 


[The repopulation program is applied with an accentuated racist tone--direc- 
ted against Guianese descended from blacks, who compose 80 percent of the 
local population--very similar in some aspects two apartheid. 
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Raoul Felicite, leader of the Guiana Democratic Workers Organization, charg- 
ed at the First Union Meeting of Caribbean Workers--held in Georgetown in 
December, 1977--that the French colonialists were slowing down economic de- 
velopment in Guiana because they feared the people's aspirations for inde- 
pendence. 


Now, he added, they speak of development plans, but they are accompanied by 
a repopulation program which lowers the standard of living of the indige- 
nous inhabitants of Guiana. 


The Dead Vote 


"Reunion Island is not a colonial territory, since France has always been 
in the Indian Ocean," said the Gallic prime minister, Raymond Barre, criti- 
cizing agreements of the Liberation Committee of the Organization of Afri- 
can Unity (OAR), which demands independence for that territory. 


With the arrogance of the colonialist, Barre reminded the African countries 
which maintain ties with France that "they must not adopt positions which 
the French government considers hostile." 


Several governments which Paris classifies among its ailies are on the Lib- 
eration Committee of the OAR, made up of 23 states. 


When the prime minister said that "France could not accept the maintenance 
of hostile positions by countries which claim to be its friends and who 
benefit from its cooperation and technical and financial aid," his words 
were directed at them. 


The political organizations of Reunion, on the other hand, feel the problem 
of decolonization of the island is "urgent and serious." 


One of those organizations, the Communist Party of Reunion (PCR) considered 
the resolutions of the Liberation Committee of the OAR as “proof that no 
deception can hide a colonial situation, and it is natural that the African 
countries should concern themselves with that situation." 


Reunion, a small island in the Indian Ocean, about 2,500 square kilometers 
in area and with a population of a half million inhabitants, has been a 
French colony since the 17th century. 


Because of the new political winds which are stirring in the Indian Ocean 
region. Reunion is described by some commentators as a "natural air base 
for France." 


[he political changes which have taken place in several countries in the 
region have forced France to abandon bases such as that on Diego Garcia, 
near Madagascar. 


This has caused concentration on Reunion of the French troops destined for 
the Indian Ocean basin. 
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The island is nome to Air Brigade 181, and French navy ships are anchored 
in its ports. 


Nearly 30 ships and almost 5,000 sailors stationed in the Indian Ocean make 
France the foremost military power in the area. 


Also stationed on Reunion are the 25th Battalion and the Second Marine Par- 
achute Regiment. 


Commenting on this ostentatious military deployment on Reunion, the French 
magazine FRANCE NOUVELLE wrote that "it is one more factor contributing to 
the rising cost of living at the same time that it limits possibilities 
for employment." 


Reunton's chief economic resource is sugarcane, and like the Antillan DOM 
and for the same reasons, it is in a crisis situation. 





According to 1978 statistics, the country has a 50-percent unemployment rate. 
in the last 10 years, more than 40,000 young people have emigrated from Re- 
union to France in search of employment. Government plans show that this 
figure will be multiplied by 2.5 before 1980. 


fhe social situation in the urban centers is depressing. In a country of 
noverty-stricken villages, more than 100,000 peopie live in tin and card- 
cvard Louses with no electricity or drinking water. 


“tghty percent of Reunion's people are affected by various parasites and 
diseases caused by malnutrition. 


As in the Caribbean DOM, Reunion must import merchandise which could be pro- 
duced or grown there. In 1975, imports amounted to more than $350 million, 
while exports amounted to only $50 million. 


In the Indian Ocean 


As in the other DOM, the prefect of Reunion uses each electoral campaign to 
demonstrate his loyalty to the central government, and he insures the great- 
est number of votes by reviving the dead. 





(he PCR organ TEMOIGNAGES published, on the occasion of the 1977 municipal 
elections, photographs of tombs of persons who were inscribed in the voting 
lists and who "voted" for the government candidates. 


[n addition, pressure is used on public employees and on those who receive 
social assistance, who are threatened with dismissal or with cancellation 
of their economic aid if they do not support the candidates sponsored by 
the prefect. 


Obtaining the vote of the cemetery "residents" caused a sharp argument among 
politicians of the bourgeois parties, who took part in the French presiden- 
tial elections in 1974. 
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On that occasion, the provisional president, Alain Poher, created a commit- 
tee of 50 electoral judges to elininate irregularities in the polls of "over- 
seas" France. 


Poher, who was also interim president in 1969, a year in which he ran for 
the highest office of the state under the Centrist banner, knew in his own 
political career about the abuse of suffrage in the DOM and TOM. 


The Poher measure was directed against the prefects, officials dependent up- 
on the Ministry of Interior, whose head at that time supported the candidacy 
of Valery Giscard D'Estaing. 


The electorate of the DOM and the TOM represents a little more than about 2 
percent of the potential voters. 


In the polls of those remote places the usual ballot with the names of the 
candidates is replaced by the graphic symbol adopted by each of the aspir- 
ants and approved by the Constitutional Council. 


The committee proposed by Poher was reduced to 30 members after being con- 
tested by the president of the Constitutional Council, Roger Frey. 


Frey, a Gaullist baron with ties to the colonial administration, undermined 
the authority of the interim chief of state, alleging that the organism 
under his supervision was responsible for insuring proper voting procedures. 


Also taking part in that controversy over the votes of thy "incorporated 
French,"' was the then prime minister, Pierre Messmer, whc believed that con- 
trol of voting regularity was a function of the state administration: that 
is, he placed it under his own jurisdiction. 


But who will finally have the last word? The Maori of Polynesia, the Cana- 
cos of New Caledonia, the Wayanos of Guiana and other ethnic peoples and 
groups who live in the DOM and TOM, who "vote" for a candidate who, when 

he becomes president, probably will never visit those territories in his 
entire administration, are preparing to use other means to make themselves 
heard as new states in the international community. 


Agriculture [Box, p 35! 





Labor Force 1960's Present 
Guadeloupe 22,000 17,000 
Martinique 16,500 8,500 


Land Ownership 


Guadeloupe: 51 owners own 40 percent of the cultivable land, while 16,000 
smallholders have less than 1.5 hectares per capita. Twelve thousand of 
them only keep 1 to 1.5 hectares under cultivation. 
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Martinique: Ninety percent of the owners of less than 10 hectares repre- 
sent 18 percent of the area of small holdiags. The parcels average 2.2 


hectares. 
Sugar Production 


Guadeloupe: Three French firms hold first place in sugar production. They 
are: 


Sucreries d‘Outre-Mer; 

Societe Beauport, a firm with headquarters in Burdeos and which 
has a sugar factory and 13,000 hectares; 

Societe Darbussier, owner of two sugar factories and more than 
12,000 hectares. 


these firms use the tenant-farmer system subject to a strict policy of econ- 
omic and social ties with the firm. Theirty-two percent of the cane pro- 
cessed by Beavport is harvested by the tenant farmers. Under the same sys- 
tem, Darbussier processes 18 percent. 


Martinique: Fifty owners supply one-third of the cane processed. The re- 
mainder is supplied by 19,000 small farmers, subject to the smali planta- 
tion system. Less than 2 percent of the owners control 64 percent of the 
lanc. 


The French Antilles [Box, p 37] 


fhe present French possessions in the Caribbean region have been under that 
country's colonial domination since 1635. 


The Carib Indians were exterminated early in the European colonization, as 
in other islands of the same archipelago. 


At the end of the 17th century, the first contingents of African slaves 
were brought over. 


During the 18th century the slave traffic was a very lucrative business. At 
the time of the French Revolution, the population of Guadeloupe was composed 
of 13,712 whites, mostly settlers, and 39,823 black slaves. 


When the abolition of slavery was proclaimed in 1794, the Africans and their 
Caribbean descendants became, legally, citizens with the same rights as the 
people of European origin. 


That system of relative freedom iasted 8 years, until Napoleon reestablished 
slavery in 1802. 


The black population organized successive uprisings which were cruelly re- 
pressed by the colonial army. 
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Nevertheless, the biggest island possession under French domination. Haiti, 
was declared independent in 1804. 


Slavery remained in Guadeloupe and Martinique until 1848. Its abolition 
finally was decided by revolts which took place in the islands during the 
French Revolution of that year. 


The reordering of the economy converted the former slaves and their descend- 
ants into a source of labor, either paid or under the sharecropper system 
of farm labor. 


The first socialist party emerged in Guadeloupe around 1892. In that era 
the island was the scene of great strikes. 


After the socialist organization was formed in Guadeloupe, a similar one 

was founded in Martinique. These parties were like branches of their French 
counterparts. As part of the Second International they did not follow a 
policy which favored the working class. 


[fhe first communist groups appeared in Martinique in the 1920's. 


\fter the end of the Worid War II, the communist organizations in the is- 
lands developed gradually. In the 1946 elections, two communist deputies 
represented Guadeloupe and one, Martinique. The islands were represented 
in the French National Assembly by six deputies. 


At the end of the 1950's the communists of Guadeloupe and Martinique came 
out in favor of an autonomous regime within the French state. The autono- 
mist sentiment gained ground in the French Caribbean after the revolution- 
ary victory in Cuba and the defeat of French colonialiwm in Algeria. 


Repression in the islands in the last few years of the 1960's was directed 
toward cutting off the ascendancy of the political and social demands of a 
people which aspired to self-determination. 


The leftist parties of the two islands and of Guiana came out in favor of 
self-determination and established a system of cooperation for that purpose. 


The organizations which favor the autonomous regime are supported by the 
Common Program approved by the Conference of Morne-Rouge, Martinique, in 
August, 1971. 


At that time the existence of national identities in each one of the so- 
called Overseas Departments was defined, and the statutes for the autono- 
mous regime, the economic, social and cultural program and everything rela- 
tive to the transfer process were approved. 


Morne-Rouge Declaration [Box, p 38] 
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The autonomist organization of the DOM held a conference in Morne-Rouge, 
Martinique, in 1971. The statement issued at the end of the discussions 
says, in part. 


"The peoples of Reunion, Guiana, Guadeloupe and Martinique, because of their 
geographic position, historical development, ethnic corposition, cultures 
and economic interests, constitute definite national entities whose situa- 
tion is affirmed in many ways in the conscience of their inhabitants. 


"Consequently, nobody can dispose of them by any legal artifice. It is 
these same people who, democratically and in full exercise of their sover- 
eignty, will determine their own destiny. 


“Therefore, no one can be unaware of their right, in an era which is called 
the era of decolonization, to self-determination, to exercise their own 
powers, to recognize themselves at a precise moment of their history; in 
the economic context which the colonial regime has imposed on them, these 
people can decide to claim the exercise of some of those powers.” 


Repression in the Caribbean [Box, p 39] 
967. Nearly 60 dead when police attack demonstrators at Pointe-a-Pitre. 


‘9/0. Wenrl Rey, minister in charge of the DOM and TOM, visits the French 
possessions in the Antilles. Many wounded and injured when police suppress 
protest demonstrations. 


1971. Pierre Messmer comes to French Caribbean. One student killed by po- 
lice. 


1974. A march by a group of striking banana workers in the northern part 
of Martinique is attacked by mobile police. Two demonstrators killed. 


President Valery Giscard D'Estaing visits Martinique and Guadeloupe. Mass 
protests in the islands. General strike in Guiana. Several union and left- 
ist organization leaders jailed, charged with disturbing the political and 


social peace. 


1975, Prime Minister Jacques Chirac visits the French Caribbean possessions. 
Protest demonstrations by leftist parties, student organizations and unions. 


So-called TOM Colonies [Box, p 40] 


Several territories scattered throughout the world are administered coloni- 
ally by France under the term "Overseas Territories" (TOM). 


The distribution of the TOM by geographic area is as follows: 


America-- St Pierre and Miquelon 
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4frica-- Bassas da India, Europa, Glorieuses, Juan de Nova and Tromelin Is- 
lands. 


Oceania-- New Hebrides, Wallis and Futuna, New Caledonia and French Polyne- 
sia. This last TOM includes the Society, Marquesas and Tuamotu-Gambier 
Archipelagos, the Austral Lands and the islet of Clipperton. 


Antarctica-- The so-called French Austral and Antarctic Lands (TAAF) inciude 
Crozet, New Ameterdam, St Paul and the Kerguelen Islands and Adelie Land. 


The population of the TOM does not amount to a million inhabitants altoget- 
her. In some of these territories the only residents are meteorological 
teams and logistics support crews for the French Armed Forces. 


St Pierre and Miquelon, islands situated at the gateway to Newfoundland, are 
the only exception among the TOM with respect to population. 


In these islands--4,300 miles from Paris and covered by ice for an average 
of 126 days annually, there are about 7,000 inhabitants whose family trees 
can be traced to the Bretons, Basques and Normans. 

Twenty years ago, 98 percent of the citizens of St Pierre and Miquelon gave 
their full support to the Fifth Republic; however at present, the winds of 
change in these nontropical countries are stirring up the right to self- 
determination. 


The people of these two islands make their living, for the most part, from 
fishing. 


In February, 1975, a strike movement, unprecedented in the islands, scared 
the colonial administration officials and their bosses in Paris, who de- 
cided to send police reinforcements consisting of 75 members of the mobile 
forces stationed in Martinique. 

PHOTO CAPTIONS 
1. Prime Minister Raymond Barre visits Reunion Island. 
2. In the Antilles: A dozen wealthy people... 
3. Film announcements - Artificial Life 
4. Gutana: Controlled immigration. 
5. French Guiana: Cheap raw materials. 


6. Guianese Prefecture: Use or abuse of power? 


7. Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadeloupe: Oldest settlements. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


TRADE INCREASES ON EL SALVADOR-HONDURAS BORDER 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 29 Jan 80 p 40 
[Article by Ramon Murillo Cantoral]} 


[Text] El Amatillo Valle --Trade between Honduras and El Salvador has in- 
creased greatly in this border area to the extenf that much of the popula- 
tion of both countries is benefiting directly frem this activity. 


Honduran trucks arrive at the border laden with plantains, pineapples, or- 
anges and other farm products, which are unloaded and carried into Salva- 
doran soil in handcarts. Preliminary estimates by some residents of El 
Amatillo are that about 50 Honduran trucks reach the border every day, bene- 
fiting their owners to the tune of about 600 lempiras net for the contents 
of each vehicle. 


After the unloading, the peddlers and handcarts start to get busy carrying 
the fruits of Honduran soil across the border. A Salvadoran customs agent 
revealed that the amounts of products brought into El Salvador are inade- 
quate for supplying the various markets there. 

"We have 5 million peasants who have to eat every day," the agent said to 
illustrate the tremendous demand for food this country is suffering. h-* 
added Honduran agricultural products are greatly craved in £l Salvador, and 
also pointed out that if Honduras increased its production of essential 
grains and other foodstuffs, “we would be prepared to buy the surplus.” 


The portion of the Honduran and Salvadoran péople benefited by this revived 
trade between both countries is quite substantial, and the people of neigh- 
boring countries are beginning to be excited about this phenomenon. The 
well-known Salvadoran industriousness has spread to Hondurans living in the 
border area, and a great mobilization of goods and services is starting to 
be arranged, of course experimentally «mong El Salvador's neighbors. 


The Honduran trucks that arrive in El Amatillo come from different places, 
such as the plantain fields of the Northern Coast and other areas considered 
highly productive in focdstuffs and in special essential grains. Moreover, 
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the fruits and vegetables exported to El Salvador are distributed there 
amcig many population sectors, although distribution is organized in the 
capital, San Salvador. 


Our neighbors to the south also sell their products at the border, and in 
this commerce items such as clothing, candies, cigarettes, towels, toilet- 
ries, soaps and other products are especially notable, purchased at moder- 
ate prices by the border residents. 


As can be seen, it is the people of Honduras and El Salvador themselves who 
have started the "thaw" in relations in contrast to the stuffy official 
meetings and sterile peace talks in which government civil servants persist. 


9545 
cso: 3010 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


NICARAGUA RECEIVES FIRST OF 22 CUBAN FISHING BOATS 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 28 Jan 80 p 5 


[Article by Pedro Lobaina] 


[Text] Great Corn Island, Nicaragua, 26 Jan (PL}-Cuba has 
given Nicaragua the first eight of 22 lobster and shrimp 
boats as part of its aid to Nicaragua's national reconstruc- 
tion. 


The Nicaraguan revolutionary commander and minister of the 
interior, Tomas Borge, and the Cuban vice minister of fishing, 
Enrique Oltuski, signed the transfer deeds for the fishing 
boats in the presence of the director of the Nicaraguan Fish- 
ing Institute, Carlos Coronel, and the charge d'affaires of 
the Cuban embassy, Luis Hernandez. 


Speaking to the Cuban fishermen who brought the boats, and to 
the Nicaraguans, Borge praised the disinterested, "no strings 
attached" aid which Cuba is giving Nicaragua. 





Borge, a member of the Sandinist National Directorate, also 
referred to the conflict with Colombia about the islands of 
Quitasuenos, Roncador, and Serrana. 


He added that in the future 400,000 armed men will defend 
Nicaragua's sovereignty and territorial integrity, and he 
asked the Nicaraguan fishermen if they are ready to take up 
arms to defend the fishing enterprise which now belongs to 
them. 


The Cuban vice minister, Oltuski, pointed out that "Cuba is 
not a wealthy nation, but in the spirit of international 
solidarity that characterizes our people, we are today making 
this modest contribution" to the reconstruction of Nicaragua. 


7679 20 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SANDINO ANNIVERSARY IN CUBA--Imperialist domination in his country over a 
period of 150 years was denounced by Oscar (Cortes), amember of the Sandinist 
Front for the Liberation of Nicaragua in a ceremony in Havana on the occasion 
of the 46th anniversary of the assassination of Augusto Cesar Sandino. The 
tribute to the memory of the general of free men was held at the headquarters 
of the Cuban movement for the peace and sovereignty of the peoples and was 
attended by Elena Gil, president of that organization, and Fabio Grobart, 
president of the Institute of History of Cuba's Communist Movement and 
Socialist Revolution, both members of the PCC Central Committee. The Union 
of Young Communists [UJC] in Havana also paid tribute to Augusto Cesar Sandino 
with a ceremony at the Jose Marti Teachers Training Schosl. A large number 
of Nicaraguan students attending that Havana school and war disabled being 
given medical attention in our country participated in the ceremony sponsored 
by the UJC on the occasion of the international drive of solidarity with 
Nicaragua. [Text] [FL221254 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 

22 Feb 80 FL] 


SANDINIST COMMANDER MENDOZA--Commander of the Sandinist National Liberation 
Front Sergio Mendoza, who is also a member of the front's political committee 
in Leon Province, has toured Matanzas. The Sandinist leader was received 

on his arrival in Matanzas by Leobel Dominguez, second secretary of the 
Union of Young Communists Provincial Committee, and Carlos Torrens, president 
of the Matanzas Federation of University Students. During his stay in the 
province, the Nicaraguan visitor expressed interest in the work done by 

the peasant youth brigades and the role they play in the cooperative move- 
ment. After visiting the Matanzas University campus, the Sandinist 

commander and his group went to Jaguey Grande where they visited sites of 
economic, educational and historic interest. [Text] [FL221730 Matanzas 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 22 Feb 80 FL] 


cso: 3010 
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PINDLING CALLS FOR SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION 


FLO11700 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 Feb 80 pp 1, 10 FL 


[Article by Earlin Williams ] 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Lynden Pindling last night urged the Church of 
God fn the Bahamas to lead the spiritual revolution in the decade of the 
80's towards a goal of eliminating or reducing the level of "man's in- 
humanity to man" in the Bahamas. 


Mr Pindling, delivering the keynote address at the Church of God's 60th 
annual convention, which opened at the Coconut Grove Parish, challenged 
the “saints of the church" to lead the way in the spiritual revolution, 
which, he said, was more needed than the government's "social revolution." 
Mr Pindling told the convention delegates that this decade would be a 
"very, very dangerous decade." 


He said already there is evidence of "man's inhumanity to man" in the 
Bahamas in the 1980's. 


He listed events such as one man shooting another man; one man beating 
another man. 


He said the only difference to the Bahamas situation as compared to the rest 
of the world was that "We are talking of one on one. But it is the same 
expression of man's inhuamity to man, as guns, sticks and clubs being 

used." 


Mr Pindling said that around the world hundreds and thousands were being 
killed as compared with the Bahamas. 


Mr Pindling told delegates he wanted to paint a worldpicture for them. He 
drew their minds to Africa--"Not that part of Africa where most of our 
foreparents came from, they came from West Africa. But to South and Cen- 
tral Africa," Mr Pindling said. 
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He said political turmoil in South and Central Africa has set the stage for 
a very, very dangerous state of affairs. 


Mr Pindling said that because of man's inhuamity to man there is a need for 
a social revolution, but there is a greater need for a spiritual revolution. 


"A greater need for a spiritual revolution led by the chosen leaders who can 
best fight this kind of battle. They have the tools, they have the weapons, 
they know how to organise it and are best equipped to fight it," he said. 


Mr Pindling said the spiritual revolution will "be able to eliminate the 
basic root causes which set the whole inhumanity thing in motion in the 
first place.” 


Mr Pindling said there is a threat of atomic war in this decade that will 
take away some parts of the earth if it is launched. 


"It is going to be a dangerous decade. And we must take stock and that 

must include the church. It isnot possible to ignore. Ome can't bury one's 
head in the clouds or in the sand. 

"Wnat is around us we must take into account. And we must not rest on our 


laurels. We must work even harder in the cause. And we must share the 
responsibility," he said. 


cso: 3020 
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BAHAMAS 


PINDLING ADVOCATES ESTABLISHMENT OF GOLD MARKET 
FLO041548 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 29 Feb 80 pp 1, 12 FL 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Lynden Pindling has advocated the establishment 
of a gold market, which he said would help enable the Bahamas to enter tie 
"major leagues in banking and finance." 


Addressing the bankers club at the Balmoral Beach Hotel last night, Mr 
Pindling said that in order to enter the major leagues the Bahamas would 
also need to develop: 


--a local money and capital market which would involve the development of an 
exchange for the purchase and transfer of local and international stocks 

and shares, and provide the facilities for the deaiers and traders in such 
stocks; 


--negotiable certificates of deposit; 
--discount houses, which would flow from negotiable certificates of deposit; 


--a bond market in which intermational lands are syndicated for corporate 
and para-statal clients around the world; 


--safekeeping vault facilities where cash, jewels, securities, art works, 
contacts, patents and the like might be safely stored for international 
clients, and; 


--arbitrage operations which will facilitiate the purchase of foreign cur- 
rency in one country and its resale in another, thereby "doing our part" 
in the creation of a single world market in foreign exchange. 


Mr Pindling said there would have to be freedom to import and export 
gold for the success of that market. 
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"It is my belief that during the decade of the eighties the Bahamas will 
become firmly entrenched as an international financial centre," he said. 
"The Bahamas has taken the lead in this already. 


"Our task now is to keep that lead and work our existing economy to the 
best possible advantage for our Bahamas." 


Mr Pindling said the Bahamas now had the basic qualifications to "go all 
the way" to becoming a full-fledged international financial centre. 


CSO: 3020 
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CHILE 


GOVERNMENT PROVES TO BE CORRECT ABOUT SOVIET UNION 
PY041807 Santiago Domestic Service in Spanish 1630 GMT 3 Mar 80 PY 
{Commentary by Rafael Kittsteiner] 


[Text] We could say that the pendulum is swinging back or the tide is turn- 
ing, if we were to give the meeting which started today between President 
Pinochet and Chilean ambassadors a definition or headline. It has been 
proved after 6 and 1/2 years that what was said on 11 September 1973 was 
correct. At this point Chile is still right about the Soviet Urion and will 
continue to be right for a long time. This is demonstrated by the world 
events in which the Soviet Union is the main actor or the instigator. 


The Russian invasion of Afghanistan was necessary for the world to realize 
what the presence of the Soviets in any part of the earth means. If to this 
invasion we add the important increase of Russian naval power in all the 
seas of the world, even off the Chilean coast just outside the 200-mile 
territorial waters, aid the revival of terrorism, of which Moscow is well 
aware, we have enough evidence to demonstrate the Russian belief regarding 
international coexistence. 


For this reason the ambassadors’ meeting should continue to prove, with 
satisfaction and after 6 and 1/2 very difficult years, that we were right 
from the beginning, from the morning of 11 September 1973. And this is not 
true because we say so or because the Soviets have acted as they are. It 
can be proved because those countries which for many years turned their 
backs on us are now back with us. Italy has sent an official trade mission 
to our country; Great Britain has just appointed an ambassador to Chile; 
Australian maricime unions last week lifted the boycott on loading Chilean 
products; the Scandinavian countries, with whom we maintain cordial but 
cool relations, are hastily investing in our country and resuming trade 
contacts. 


[In Great Britain Margaret Thatcher has become one of the most important 
spokesmen in the Western world against the Soviet Union's abuses. In the 
United States the leftists, headed by Ted Kennedy, are losing ground. 
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The world is acapting, and although it may seem an overstatement, it is adapt- 
ing to the Chilean way of thinking. And this may be why the Soviet Union 

in recent months has intensified relations with Argentina since it has lost 
the base it hac in the southern cone during the 3 years of the popular unity 
government. 


The pendulum has swung back and in the meeting which began this morning at the 
Diego Portales building all the news the ambassadors have given is good. Why? 
Because the Soviet Union has once again demonstrated what sort of imperialistic 
nation it is and because Chile has proved to be right from the beginning. 
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CHILE 


COLUMNIST OUTLINES CONDITIONS FOR STABLE DEMOCRACY 
Santiago QUE PASA in Spanish 31 Jan 80 pp 10-13 
[Interview with Jaime Guzman; date, place and interviewer not given] 


[Text] What is a “predemocratic military regime"? Conditions for a stable 
democracy of the masses. This path, unlike other totalitarian systems, is 
reversible. 


The recent publication of an article by Jaime Guzman in the magazine REAL- 
IDAD entitled, "The Political Path," has had widespread repercussions; it 
was reprinted in its entirety by EL MERCURIO and stirred up refutations not 
only from the most “ultra” government circles, but also from those who op- 
pose the government. This led us to interview him concerning the most 
salient points of the debate which has thus been launched. 


In his article, Guzman suggests that for reasons of tradition and idiosyn- 
crasy, our political future is linked to democracy, and only its timely 
arrival will mean a true achievement of the goals the present regime has 
set for itself. After indicating that the new democracy must be designed 
to favor freedom, security, progress and justice, and not the opposite 
antivalues (totalitarianism, statism, subversion, violence and demogogy), 
the writer of the article establishes what he considers the three given 
principles of a stable democracy: 


1. A minimum consensus of the community regarding the basic values of the 
social organization, a concensus which prevents disputes from turning into 
anarchy or civil war. Although this requires, in his opinion, excluding 
from civic life the totalitarian and violent doctrines, the solidity of the 
consensus will depend finally on the spontaneous adherence to it of an 
overwhelming national majority. 


2. A degree of economic, social and cultural development, sufficient to 
encourage effective citizen involvement with the ruling political system, 
since democracy will never mean anything to those who only find in it pov- 
erty and backwardness. In this respect, Guzman maintains that the Chilean 
democracy was stable when only those participated in it who, because of 

















having access to the cultural and material benefits of the system, experi- 
enced that involvement. However, with the subsequent mass incorporation 
into the electoral body and into political life of broad sectors which felt 
alienated from a system which they saw, quite reasonably, as unjust, demo- 
cratic Instability was generated. This was demonstrated in 1958, when the 
repugnant practice of bribery was suppressed. At that time, Marxism al- 
ready affected one-third of the electorate. 


Therefore, he says, the accession to power of Marxism was only a question 
ot time, but it coincided with the tragic ending of an unstable democracy, 
in which demogogic or extremist adventures found a fertile growing medium. 


After saying that it would be absurd and anachronistic to expect a return 
to a democracy of the elite, the writer of the article suggests the need 

to advance toward a general level of well-being and cultural progress which 
involves the great masses with the system, concluding from this that Chile 
will have, for the first time in its history, the conditions for a stable 
democracy of the masses (and not simply of the elite), but that this goal 
is a prerequisite for implanting a democratic regime again in our country. 
(For Guzman the relationship between economic and social development and 
stable democracy as it is observed in the world indicates its profound in- 
terrelationship). 


ti »Juccion of the state's power, in conformity with the principle of 
subsidiarity, leaving an adequate area for personal freedom in those mat- 
ters, largely of an economic and social character, which are most closely 
connected to personal and family destiny. To this he adds the need to exer- 
cise those rights for a sufficient period so that the Chilean citizen will 
appreciate the value of those freedoms which the present generations have 
never known, but which, once they have been experienced, will be the best 
protection against any socialist or totalitarian attack. 


Not So Much "Who," as “With How Much Power" 


From the foregoing, Guzman concludes that when those three givens are reach- 
ed, elections will decide among several choices for government, but they 
will not jeopardize what is essential to our way of life, which he believes 
is necessary within a stable democracy. in addition, with the power of the 
state reduced in favor of strengthening personal freedom, the question of 
who governs, while not losing importance, will not be the most important 
thing. The main thing is and will be how much power will be in the hands 

of whoever is governing, a question that would be adequately resolved if 

one continued to prevent the exaggerated accumulation of state power in the 
hands of individuals. The fruit of that stable democracy, for Guzman, will 
be a contest for power between moderate and relatively similar currents of 
thought, since citizen invo’vement with the system, whatever their political 
affiliation, will prevent the candidates of the various currents who aspire 
to success from attempting to change the essence of our existing way of life. 
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The writer of the article maintains that creating these conditions for a 
stable democracy of the masses is the great task of the present regime, and 
he believes that its very nature endorses the validity of the Chacarillas 
Plan, which contemplates full establishment of the new democracy within the 
second half of this decade. For tnis reason he describes the present mili- 
tary government as "predemocratic."™ 


To advance toward tha: goal, he says he is in favor of maintaining the pre- 
sent official plan of submitting the new constitution and the duration and 
methods of the transition to a simultaneous plebiscite, to reinforce the 
transition by popular ratification as well as to implement the new institu- 
tions of the Fundamental Charter insofar as it is compatible with the pro- 
longation in power of a military regime, since that will facilitate the set- 
ting in motion and future security of those new institutions. He adds that 
a change in the government position, postponing the plebiscite until after 
the transition, with the constitutional plan already having been completed 
and announced by the Council of State, would run the risk of losing credi- 
bility as to the actual desire to advance toward democracy, and it would 

be easily and efficaciously exploited in that sense by the opposition. 


Democracy and Extreme Poverty 


QP: Would you not be denying the democratic maturity of the Chilean people, 
which has so long been recognized, if you said that the country is not yet 
ready for full democracy? 


J.G.: 1 believe that to generalize concerning the political maturity of 

the Chilean people is not a serious matter because, although there is a 
broad sector which does have it, there is another which, unfortunately, does 
not--and never will--have the elements to acquire that maturity. Can any- 
one honestly maintain that this is real or workable for those who suffer 
extreme poverty, that is, who are isolated from the most essential benefits 
of society? To me it appears that having jumped ahead, since 1946, every 

6 years, from one president to another, each of whom represented the anti- 
thesis of his predecessor, is not exactly a sign of maturity or of democra- 
tic stability, nor is it a sign of such maturity to have elected, constitu- 
tionally, a Marxist government. And when the praiseworthy civil resistance 
to overthrow it was unleashec, it must not be forgotten that 40 percent of 
the electorate (not counting the frauds) supported that government in March, 
1973, It would be absurd to think that that means that the Chilean people 
were 40 percent Marxist. What happened was that the failures of the poli- 
tical system, on the one hand, and the inadaptability of a mass democracy 

to a situation of serious underdevelopment and exaggerated statism, on the 
other, were the best breeding ground for Marxism to exploit demogogy and 
hatred. 


QP: But in the end the majority prevailed and Marxism was defeated... 


J.G.: Yes, but thanks to a strong and dramatic military intervention. In 
my opinion, having arrived at an objective situation of civil war is defini- 
tive proof of the instability of the system and of a breakdown incompatible 


30 








with a genera] political maturity. The fact is that to proclaim such matur- 
ity is very easy, and it sounds good. It is a facile and pretty phrase. 

But the reality is very different, and much more complex. The Chilean peo- 
ple are uniformly prudent, but their degree of political macurity is very 
lopsided. 


OP: If you believe that a sufficient economic, social and cultural develop- 
ment is required as a prerequisite for a stable democracy, how do you ex- 
plain the fact that there are countries who have achieved that development 
within and through democracy? 


J.G.: For a very simple reason. They did it through a democracy of the 
elite and not of the masses. It was a democracy which only included those 
who, having access to its benefits, felt involved with it. The democracy 
of the masses arrived later, on the foundation of that development. It can 
be obiected that the countries which were destroyed in World War II were 
reconstructed and developed through democracy, but this does not contra- 
dict my thesis, because it concerns people who already had a high degree cf 
cultural development, which is, in that thesis, the most important dimen- 
sion for cultural development. It was a question of reconstructing, and 
not of overcoming underdevelopment, which is substantially different. What 
[ maintain is that in an underdeveloped country the great masses who live 
in poverty and ignorance lack any motivation for feeling involved with a 
lemocratic political regime which means nothing to them, and they are for 
that same reason easy prey to any kind of demogogy or extremist harangue, 
because they have nothing to lose and, in addition, they are unable to dis- 
tinguish between what is demogogic and what is workable. In such a situa- 
tion, a serious and stable democracy of the masses is not viable, and those 
which appear to be such today will soon experience the same crisis Chile 
hes, a fact which we verify daily in the fragility of the democracies in 
the so-called Third World. For that reason, I insist that a sufficient de- 
vree of cultural and material development is a necessary, although not suf- 
ficient, requisite for a serious and stable contemporary democracy. 


The Plebiscite--Something Different 


OP: Is it not contradictory that you should encourage a constitutional 
plebiscite within a situation you do not believe ready for full democracy? 
ho the same objections not exist for the plebiscite? 


i.G.: No. There is no contradiction at all. A single and isolated plebis- 
cite, in which the people express their opinion about a basic course pro- 
posed to them as a future goal is very different from a periodic series of 
elections in which political power is disputed. In the latter case, one 
begins to live in a climate of effervescence which is more or less continu- 
cus in time and it is that political dynamic which can oniy be resisted 
solidly if the conditions are there which I have indicated as basic for a 
stable democracy. Without them the first and perhaps the second election 
could be heid without mishap, but the demagogic slant would begin to erode 
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the system fatally, and soon it would again be in a crisis situation such 
as we are now experiencing. A single and basic constitutional plebiscite 
is something completely different, the nature of which cannot be assimila- 
ted into the democratic and periodic struggle for political power. 


QP: In your opinion, what justifies the legitimacy of the government in 
establishing, during the transition, a model which implies so profound a 
transformation of our political, economic and social institutionality? 

What is your answer to those who object that that is imposing a new reality 
on the country against its will? 


J.G.: Let us take it bit by bit. Of course, the institutionality being 
planned derives its legitimacy from the 11 September 1973 movement itself, 
because if that was formed to save Chile from a civil war and from Marxist 
totalitarianism, it is clear that its end must itself include creating the 
conditions so that that situation cannot be repeated; that is, the condi- 
tions of a stable democracy. Now then, to me it appears equally clear that 
if democracy broke down in Chile because it lacked the requisites necessary 
for its stability, the construction of those requisites could not be real- 
ized through a full democracy. To maintain such a thesis is absurd through- 
out. 


Oa the other hand, apart from the fact that the progressive materialization 
of the new institutionality presupposes examples of great social participa- 
tion already under development, and that there have been demonstrations of 
the popular feeling like the National Consultation. I believe that a con- 
stitutional plebiscite to ratify the transition period, conducted by the 
present military government, would do away with ail discussion about legi- 
timacy, such as you suggest. 


But I must tell you frankly that my greatest moral peace concerning the le- 
gitimacy of whatever degree of alleged imposition might be inherent in the 
establishment of the new reality and is implied by the econemic and social 
modernizations and the new political institutionality is that they author- 
ize a livertarian regime and therefore one which is essentially reversible. 
That is what | have plainly suggested in my article about the political 
course of the country. And, although just in passing, I want to place on 
record here--concerning the "seven modernizations'--my absolute agreement 
with the tdeas expressed by Minister Jose Pinera in the splendid interview 
published in December by QUE PASA, which, in my opinion, complement and re- 
inforce my points of view. 


In addition, I believe it is unlikely that those who encourage the modifica- 
tion later on of the bases of the new plan will succeed, because I am sure 
that citizen identification with it will be very strong, since each person 
will perceive the tangible benefits it will bring him, both spiritually and 
materially. S8ut that unlikely essential reversibility will come from the 
free adherence of the Chilean people to the system, and not from an imposed 
coercion. For that reason, finally, the guarantee or amendment of the new 
institutionality will be resolved by the people. That is its difference 
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from totalitarianism, which is irreversible once fully established. The 
present process will culminate, on the other hand, in a democracy in the 
service of freedom and therefore open to reversibility. 


A "Permanent Transition?" 


QP And why do you believe that that adherence to the system would not oc- 
cur with equal force if democracy were established immediately? 


J.G.: In the first place, because economic success still requires several 
years for its benefits to reach all the Chilean people in a significant and 
tangible way; and in the second place, because the exercise of the social 
freedoms brought about by the modernizations which are being encouraged by 
the government is vital to containing future outbreaks of statism or total- 
itarianism. I will give you a single specific example. Let us suppose 
that the social security reform allows a margin of freedom in the adminis- 
tration of the social security funds themselves. Do you believe that any- 
one would accept, in the future, having that right, which he has already 
exercised, taken away? And the same holds true for all areas of the mod- 
ernizations. 


Besides, I repeat my conviction that it would help the new political insti- 
tutionality a great deal if it would begin to operate and acquire tradition 
within Lne milltary government, because getting the country used to demo- 
cracy after its mechanisms have broken down or been interrupted is a task 
which demands gradualness and firm leadership. 


QP: Admitting the validity of what you suggest as requisites for a stable 
democracy, do you not think that their character, which is necessariiy sub- 
ject to several interpretations, could lend itself to prolonging the trans- 
ition or predemocracy indefinitely? 


J.G.: For that reason, and to avoid any doubt of credibility, I support 
the idea that the transition should have a fixed time limit within the 
second half of this decade, the precise date of which should be submitted 
to a plebiscite simultaneously with the constitution. It is true that a- 
mong the predemocratic and antidemocratic governments the difference, more 
than in words, is in the true intention. And it is this last which mst 

be shown clearly. Besides, I am sure that this would solidify governnent 
stability which otherwise will always be a matter for speculation, especi- 
ally in times of crisis. At first the lack of time limits strengthened the 
regime; now 1 think it tends to weaken it. 


OP: For some, the depth of the economic and social modernizations appear 
difficult to reconcile with a constitutional plebiscite or with political 
time limits... 


).G.: It seems to me the contrary is true. I believe that a plebiscite 
such as the one announced, which in addition includes the duration and 
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characteristics of the transition, would be a useful--and almost necessary 
-~-strengthening tool in acquiring the political force required by the ach- 
ievement of all the modernizations. Between the two realities there is 
congruence and, I would even say, reciprocal conditioning. 


QP: To what do you attribute the fact that, beyond strategic divergencies, 
there are other supporters of the government who have refuted your sugges- 
tions, theoretically? 


J.G.: In some cases, to small personal differences, which are not worth 
considering. But in the majority of the cases it is because there are peo- 
ple who are not democrats who say they support the government. Let us not 
be fooled by this. There are those who would like to establish a "military 
state" or corporativist formulas with a fascist, or simply autocratic, hue, 
with pretensions of permanence. And there are others who, although they 
are aware that this is impossible and that the only logical and deep out- 
come of the present regime is a profoundly renewed and gradual democracy, 
but in the end democracy, prefer to dream the unreal and frivolous fantasy 
of immobility, without taking into account that this would incubate an ex- 
plosive situation, which upon exploding would be uncontrollable. They have 
more guts than reason, and I believe that reason must always prevail over 
guts. 
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CHILE 


ECONOMIST SAYS POOR NOW POORER THAN BEFORE 
Santiago HOY in Spanish 30 Jan 80 pp 26-27 


[Article by Rene Cortazar, doctoral candidate and economist for CIEPLAN 
(Corporation for Economic Research on Latin America) ] 


[Text] It is enough to analyze a few overall economic indicators to recog- 
nize that the distribution of income must have become concentrated between 
1970 and 1978. The “pie” which has been consumed in the country has grown 
in the same percentage as the population in the last 8 years (1970-1978). 
Therefore, if this "pie" were divided the same way it was in 1970, everyone 
would have the same standard of living we had then. 


But what has happened to families with the lowest incomes during this period? 
One of the most frequent causes of low income is unemployment or underemploy- 
ment. If in 1970 about 6 out of every 100 persons in the labor force did 

not have jobs, in 1978, 14 out of every 100 were in the same situation. To 
this we would have to add that in 1978, 5 out of every 100 worked under the 
Minimum Employment Plan (PEM), receiving about 1,000 pesos a month. 


That is, in 1978, 19 out of every 100 members of the labor force, a number 
three times as large as in 1970, were unemployed or "working" under the PEM. 
For workers who did have a job, the most optimistic calculations (within 

the limits of reason) indicate that real wages in 1978 had recently recov- 
ered the 1970 levels. Can there be any doubt as to what happened to the 
standard of living of the poorest families between 1970 and 1978? 


Therefore, recognizing that distribution of income has deteriorated has not 
been the exclusive patrimony of the economists of the opposition. Even many 
of those who sustain and support the economic model in its application recog- 
nize this fact, which in addition is obvious at a single glance. For exam- 
ple, one of the most outstanding spokesmen for the BHC Group (apparently 

the second largest economic group in the country) admitted a few weeks ago, 
in an interview with the weekly ESTRATEGIA, that actually "the discrepan- 
cies between rich and poor have increased since i970." 


Evolution of Spending Patterns 
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The National Institute of Statistics (INE), an agency of the Ministry of 
Economy, made two studies, one in 1969 and the other in 1978, which provide 
pertinent evidence for evaluating what has happened to income distribution 
in the last 9 years. In 1969, the INE interviewed, over a l-year period, 
more than 3,000 households in Greater Santiago. In the questionnaire, peo- 
ple were asked about the characteristics of their homes, their incomes and 
the standard and composition of their spending. In 1978, the INE repeated 
the study, but this time it interviewed more than 4,500 households. 


What do the results of these studies indicate? That between 1970 and 1978, 
60 percent of the families with lowest incomes have seen their level of 
spending deteriorate significantly; 20 percent have had their standard of 
living altered very little; only the wealthiest 20 percent of the households 
in the country have seen their standard of living improve significantly. 


Tne INE studies indicate that 20 percent of the poorest families, normally 
called families in extreme poverty, have suffered an enormous deteriora- 
tion. In 1978, they spent (in today's pesos), on an average, about 4,000 
pesos per month. If the income had been distributed in 1978 in the same 
manner it was in 1969, these same families would have been able to spend 
about 5,800 pesos a month. In other words, their standard of living would 
have been 50 percent higher than they actually achieved. 


The 40 percent of the households which follow them, that is, the low to mid- 
dle income groups, spent in 1978 an average of about 8,800 pesos per month. 
tf 1978 income had been distributed along the distributive pattern of 1969, 
these households would have spent, on an average, 10,500 pesos per month. 


Only the wealthiest 20 percent of the households in the country are signi- 
ficantly better off today than they were 9 years ago. Without a doubt they 
have been the big winners in the last few years. 


Date Limited 


The results of the INE studies, although made by a government institution, 
have not even been mentioned by the official spokesmen and press organs. 
Great publicity has been given, on the other hand, to a recent study by 
[sabel Heskia. On the basis of that study, an attempt has been made to prove 
that "recent economic policy has not endangered the poor, but rather on the 
contrary, has improved their situation, relatively speaking." 


The study by Isabel Heskia is based on information about income gathered in 
the Employment and Unemployment Surveys of the Department of Economics of 

the University of Chile. The information on income, gathered in June of 

each year, is obtained through direct questioning of the member of the house- 
hold who is answering the survey. But the author herself, pointing out the 
limitations of her study, admits that "the person answering the survey is 

not always the most suitable person to do so." Very true. The survey is 
often answered not by the one who receives the income, but by the housewife 
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or other member of the household. In addition, can one really believe that 
families, especially those with higher incomes, will tell the first investi- 
gator whe knocks on their door what their monthly income is? 


The method used by INE to collect information in their income-expenditure 
surveys is different. The families are asked about their incomes and ex- 
penditures. The information about spending is not gathered only through 
interviews, but also by leaving a "notebook" in the household for several 
days. Each household is visited on several occasions to insure the correct- 
ness of the answers. 


Even so, however, there are limitations on the answers to the income-expend- 
iture distribution insofar as the rate of understatement, that is, the per- 
centage of income not admitted to the person taking the survey, is stable 

in time. This does not occur in Isabel Heskia's study, in which the rate 

of understatement varies strongly and erratically from year to year. In 

the INE expenditure surveys, on the other hand, the rate of understatement 
is stable in time. 


"Absurd Results" 


In the survey used in the study, the rate of understatement increased 12 
percent between 1969 and 1978. That is, the proportion of household income 
not admitted to the investigator increased by 11 points. In addition, if 

we compare the rate of understatement of 1971 and of 1975 with that of 1969, 
we will find that it decreased 18 percent in 1971 and increased 48 percent 
in 1975. That is, large and asystematic variations are observed from year 
to year. This tendency toward understatement is significantly greater a- 
mong higher income households. 


Something very different is occurring with understatement in the INE income- 
expenditure surveys. This has remained practically constant. Between 1969 
and 1978 the rate of understatement varied only 2 percent. 


Numerous criticisms have been leveled at the study in addition to those men- 
tioned (EL MERCURIO, 31 December 1979). However, it does not seem necessary 
to repeat them here. The variations in understatement in the survey and, 

as a consequence, the absurdity of its effects on the overall evolution of 
income are more than sufficient arguments to invalidate its use in studies 
of income distribution. 


it is perhaps timely to recall that the problems will not be resolved by 
minimizing or hiding them. A first step, prior to any solution, is to recog- 
nize them in all their magnitude. 


fhe overall economic indicators, as well as the evolution of family spending 
patterns, confirm that the poor today are poorer and the rich richer than 
they were almost a decade ago. 
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CUBA 


GARCIA FRIAS MARKS 'LA COUBRE' EXPLOSION. ANNIVERSARY 
FLO42319 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2102 GMT 4 Mar 80 FL 


[Speech by Commander of the Revolutéon Guillermo Garcia Frias, member of 

the PCC Politburo and vice president of the Councils of State and Ministers, 
at Havana Port ceremony marking the 20th anniversary of the explosion of 

the "La Coubre" freighter—live] 


[Excerpts] Comrades: Recalling the dramatic and bloody events of 4 March 
1960, exactly 20 years ago, provokes renewed indignation in our most profound 
revolutionary feelings. That Friday in March our people were able to ascer- 
tain once again the infamy, cruelty and unscrupulous nature of imperialism, 
which had conducted a criminal attack with the treacherous sabotage of the 
French freighter "La Coubre." 


The infernal scene in which Havana's people found themselves--the same peo- 
ple who minutes earlier were happy and eager to struggle and work--was like 
an avalanche which dragged in its path tens of thousands of persons who on 
that day felt in their own flesh the enemy's ferocity, reaffirming the dra- 
matic conviction of the high price which in the future they would have to 
pay in blood and lives for the right to live in a society free of exploita- 
tion and injustice. 


There is unquestionable evidence that North American imperialism prepared 

this criminal act in which nearly 80 persons lost their lives and more than 
100 were injured. There was proof that beginning weeks earlier our air space 
was being piratically violated by aircraft coming from the United States. 
Demonstrating their haughtiness they were setting our canefields on fire in 

an effort to impede the progress of the first sugar harvest after the revolu- 
tionary triumph and to check our economic development as well as various other 
maneuvers of an economic nature of which we were the victims during the 

first months, among which we should mention the reduction of the sugar 

quota for the purpose of not only subjugating us in the military and political 
area but also in the economic area. 


38 








Today, after 2) years of untiring struggle, we are a more firm people. We 
are a more optimistic people because we are a more revolutionary people. 
[applause] 


We have emerged victorious after 20 years of struggle against imperialism 
and of tenacious confrontation with the internal and external enemies. We 
have overcome major difficulties. But not everything is victory. Ina 
process such as the one we undertook on 1 January 1959, not everything can 
be happiness. There also have been setbacks and it has been necessary to 
shed much blood. 


However, we never have lacked revolutionary optimism, confidence in the future 
and the spirit of struggle and sacrifice which have allowed us to overcome 
all obstacles in our path. 


Over these years, we have been victims of the aggressive policy of the U.S. 
Government which, not satisfied with the blockade imposed 2 decades ago, has 
not hesitated to provide moral and economic support to terrorist groups and 
counterrevolutionary gangs. In 20 years of acts of aggression against Cuba, 
there have been more than enough incidents in which grief and mourning have 
touched the door of Cuban families. Playa Giron, Boca de Sama, hijackings 
of our airplanes, machinegunning of fishing boats and attacks on missions 
abroad, just to mention a few examples, speak for themselves. 


Comrades: We still have a long way to go on the long road toward developed 
_ialis. and to communism as the supreme step of society. Today, we have 
different casks ahead. Today, the responsibilites we must tackle to achieve 

such a noble aspiration are different. The battle now demands heroism but 
that heroism of every day, that silent and protagonist heroism of the count- 
less victories and magnificent efforts in which our people have participated. 


fou, who represent the great mass of workers of the docks, merchant marine 

and fishing industry and are member of this valuable detachment of the work- 
ing class and--as Comrade Fidel has declared--are the ambassadors of the 
revolution to the workers of other countries, have an enormous and important 
responsibility. It requires an adequate and systematic political and ideolog- 
ical training and the development of habits of conduct and discipline in 
keeping with the society in which we live and of which you are representatives 
throughout the world. 


As a rasult of the economic importance of the work you do and because of plans 
in this sector, we have the duty to give total backing and support to the ful- 
tillment of production plans with the greatest efficiency. This will be pos- 

sible to the extent that we improve the organization of our work and learn 

to take maximum advantage of the resources we have. 


Merchant marine workers must prepare themselves conscientiously to carry on 
this enterprise. We cannot lose sight of the fact that our country depends 
on foreign trade to a great degree. This indicates to us that our merchant 
fleet will grow to the extent that the country's economy is developed. Of 











course, this development of the merchant fleet must be accompanied by a 
Systematic improvement of its operational efficiency and its technical ex- 
ploitation, along with the rational use of all assigned resources. 


It is assumed that these objectives will be reached to the extent that cadres 
and seamen prepare-for them and raise their own technical and cultural knowl- 
edge to adequate levels. 


Along with development of the merchant fleet, development of its technical 
and material facilities on land will continue. To this end, important in- 
vestments are being made. This effort, comrades, must be accompanied by a 
systematic improvement of the organization of work to insure that the repair 
and maintenance of ships are done in a minimum period of time and with high 
quality. 


Regarding ports, it should be pointed out that a heavy investment effort is 
being made and it will continue in comfiag years. It provides for the addition 
of new wharves with modern technology to the national port system. 


The country already has seven mechanical terminals for the shipment of bulk 
sugar. These have increased work productivity extraordinarily and have made 
this hard work easier. 


The detachment of port workers is required to confront coming years with a 
greater organization in the use of equipment and in operations. In this 
regard, raising the technical knowledge of everyone is a fundamental require- 
ment. 


A great battle currently is being waged for the purpose of accelerating the 
rate of sugar shipments, keeping in mind that we have proposed to finish 

it no later than September. As an example, Santiago de Cuba Province has 

set the goal of completing work in May or June. The other ports should work 
in that direction. Of course, this task does not involve just the dock work- 
ers. Ail links in the port-transportation-domestic economy chain are in- 
volved. It therefore requires joint and, above all, coordinated work which 
would make it possible to have a favorable result in prompt loading and re- 
ducing demurrage to a minimum. 


In the case of general cargo ports, these should aim their biggest efforts 
at insuring that there is not a ship ready to be loaded with sugar that is 
not loaded at the agreed upon time. 


We have technical, material and organizational problems that have a major 
effect on achieving our objectives. But the truth is that completion of 

the work shift, proper use of the workday, individual discipline of man at 

his workplace and exigency at all levels are decisive factors in guaranteeing 
the fulfillment of the technical and economic plan of enterprises. 
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We mentioned worker discipline among the factors involved. I believe that 
many of the problems that still exist in our sector are found in this factor. 
A committee created for the purpose of studying a regulation on worker 
discipline in the merchant marine is doing so at this time. Of course, the 
regulation should be extended later to the ports and it will be discussed 

at all work places. The regulation will be a very positive tool to improve 
work and raise efficiency and productivity. 


Emulation also contributes much to achieving our objectives. The initiative 
and militancy of the masses can be clearly seen in the results of emulation. 
While discussing this subject, Lenin said that socialism created for the first 
time the possibility of applying emulation at truly broad scales. I believe, 
he said, on the possibility of really seeing that the majority of workers 
enter into a field of activity that allows them to express themselves for 

all their worth, develop their abilities and reveal the talents which are 

an inexnaustible stream in the people. 


Therefore, comrades, it is necessary to promote socialist emulation and raise 
it to much superior levels because by organizing it adequately we will be 
able to expand the initiative of workers and incorporate them more effective- 
ly and directly to the building of socialism. We find an example of this in 
the many and varied initiatives that dock workers have put into practice 

and heiped them to establish records, surpass production standards by a 
greater percentage and develop a style of work aimed at increasing produc- 
tivity and raising the work quality. 


This year, we have to aim our work at completing production plans with the 
ieast cost, doubling efforts to raise economic efficiency; supporting the 
program of implementing the economic management and planning system, and 
moving on to implement the naval and industrial maintenance system as the 
only way to improve productivity at the country's units [presumably ports]; 
guaranteeing the manufacture of spare parts in order to reduce imports, and 
increasing the workday exploitation indicators. 


These, among others, are objectives we can attain if we plan and coordinate 
rigorously the tasks we have ahead. 


Comrades: The 20th anniversary of the explosion of the "La Coubre"™ ship 
finds our people more firm and determined than ever in the noble endeavor 
of consolidating their future. If in past anniversaries of this date we 
were initiating the first phase of the revolution, today we are involved in 
a phase of improving and consolidating the socialist society in our coun- 
try and, very especially, in a phase of improving and consolidating our 
economic management and institutions. 


lf in the past we were a people without much technical and military exper- 


ience, today we have a glorious army that is trained to handle the most 
complex and modern equipment and is ready to defend the gains of the 
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revolution. [applause] Today we have a working class that is more firm and 
much better prepared politically, ideologically and culturally and has taken 
in its hands the reins of our society leading it, in close unity with the 
peasants, on the flourishing and brilliant paths of socialism. Today we 

have a communist party that bases its strength and cohesion on the postulates 
of Marx and Lenin and on the support of all our working people. [applause] 


Let us raise our voice today--just as Fidel did 20 years ago--and let us 
raise higher than ever the beautiful slogan that was born precisely on this 
date and has accompanied us inseparably as a permanent symbol of the revolu- 
tion: Fatherland or death! We will win! [Shouts of "We will win." ap- 
plause} 
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CUBA 


FINAL RESOWTION OF PATRIOTIC, MILITARY ORGANIZATION MEETING 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 29 Jan 80 p 6 


_Text] The National Constitutional Conference of the Society for Patriotic- 
Military Education (SEPM1), which was held in Havana on 27 and 28 January 
1980, in consideration of the Central Report presented to the conference, as 
well as the reports on Patriotic-Military Education, Technical-Miiitary Pre- 
paration and Technical-Military Sports and the Society's Draft Bylaws, adopted 
the following: 


Final Resolution 


The National Constitutional Conference of the Society for Patriotic-Military 
Educaticn, after critically analyzing the Central Report, greatly appreciates 
the results achieved since 1974 in the different aspects of patriotic-military 
work that have been carried out by the Patriotic-Military Task Force and its 
Provincial Headquarters, which have become professional leadership groups as 

a result of this Conference of the Society for Patriotic-Military Education. 


The Report emphasizes the work undertaken in publicizing and disseminating 
the objectives and activities of the organization in the different areas of 
patriotic-military education, as well as the progress made in the quality, 
organization and development of technical-military preparation and technical- 
military sports. 


Of particular importance is the effort made to create grassroots associations, 
which are basic to the SEPMI, allowing more extensive development of patrio- 
tic-military education activities. 


Also significant is the quality achieved throughout the process of organiza- 
tion for the establishment of the Society, including the general assemblies 
of the grassroots associations and the provincial conferences. 


The Conference highly values the work done by the Union of Young Communists 
(UJC), the mass organizations and state agencies in the activities carried 
out on this front, as well as the support lent by local agencies of the 
People’s Government, on the provincial level as well as the municipal level. 
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The detailed account of the progressive development of activities concerning 
organization and publicity, technical-military preparation, technical-military 
sports, technical material protection and international relations, indicates 
that a bank of experience has been built up that will contribute to greater 
achievements in the field of patriotic-military education. 


The Conference recognizes that, despite the limitations that have impeded the 
development of the various tasks in these areas, the scheduled activities have 
been accomplished. The attitude, effort and enthusiasm of the chiefs, offi- 
cers, cadres and civilian workers have been outstanding, and have contribu- 

ted to the optimum quality of the work. Proof of this can be found in the 
successful completion of programs for training jutior specialists and drivers 
for the Revolutionary Armed Forces, the dissemination and publicity activities, 
the creation of technical sports clubs that are now operating throughout the 
country, and the organization of 270 grassroots associations with 41,839 mem- 
bers in less than 2 years after the initiation of this experimental movement. 


The Conference greatly appreciates the positive influence these results have 
had on the political-ideological education of the youths that are participa- 
ting in the various patriotic-military education activities, and stresses 

the importance of the consequent systematic development of patriotic-military 
work for our new generations, the heirs of the heroic and revolutionary tra- 
ditions of our people. 


The Conference believes that there are still deficiencies and problems that 
prevent better implementation of the tasks of patriotic-military education. 
Efforts should be made to eradicate them and constantly raise the quality of 
these activities, particularly in terms of the problems related to some as- 
pects of Socialist Emulation, the methodological training of instructors, 
the use of the basic study materials and their expansion and improvement. 


Considering the results indicated in the Central Report and the issues raised 
during this event, the Conference hereby 


Resolves: 


First, to establish the Society for Patriotic-Military Education, whose offi- 
cial documents shall be the Draft Bylaws, the Reports on Patriotic-Military 


Education and the Central Report on the proposed modifications, which were 
approved by the Conference. 


Second, to ratify the boards of directors elected by the Society's Provincial 
Constitutional Conferences, 


Third, to increase the quality and cont« 29f the commitments and checks of 
the Socialist Mnulation program, enhancing the solemnity and depth of these 
activities and making greater use of incentives on all levels. 


Fourth, to improve the quality of political training classes and others which 
are given to youths who are about to be recruited, paying special attention 
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to the methodological training of the instructors and to the use and devel- 
opment of basic study materials. 


Fifth, to extend cooperation in joint programs with the sectorial directors 
of the People's Government on the provincial and municipal levels, and ex- 
ercise more rigorous control over the development and implementation of the 
joint programs set up on the different levels. 


Sixth, to improve implementation and expand patriotic-military education 
activites such as marches to places of glorious combat, visits to museums, 
monuments and other historic places, meetings with military units, etc. 


Seventh, to continue the systematic development of political-ideological 
work with a view to counteracting the enemy's ideological diversionary tac- 
tics. 


Eighth, to increase publicity about patriotic-military activies in general, 
and in particular about the development of the training of minor specialists, 
technical-military sports and the tasks of the grassroots associations, using 
different forms, methods and resources for propaganda. 


Ninth, to strengthen initiatives in the development and expansion of basic 
study materials for the various courses, and to raise the level of their 
maintenance and use, achieving greater quality of work with techniques, 
‘eapons aud sports, combatting violations and negligence in their care, use 
and conservation. 


Tenth, to encourage the grassroots associations to pay more attention to the 
development of technical-military sports clubs, supervising the structuring 
of plans to provide for greater and more rational participation by their 
menbezs in accordance with existing resources. 


Eleventh, to pay tribute to the support which, under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of Cuba (PCC), has come from the UJC, the Federation of Cuban 
Women (FMC), the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR), the Cen- 
tral Organization of Cuban Trade Unions (CTC), the National Association of 
Small Farmers (ANAP), the Federation of Middle School Students (FEEM), the 
“ederation of University Students (FEU), the Jose Marti Pioneer Organization, 
People's Government agencies and state agencies, for the activities that the 
Patriotic-Military Task Force and its Provincial Headquarters have been car- 
rying out from 1974 to 1979, stressing the crucial role this support has 
played during this stage. 


Twelfth, to express our appreciation for the support and experience shared 
by our fellow socialist countries, especially the Soviet Society for Coopera- 
tion with the Army, Air Force and Navy (DOSAAF). 


Thirteenth, the Conference acknowledges the key role played by the Revolution- 
ary Armed Forces in the integration of patriotic-military education efforts, 
and highly appreciates the concern, guidance and aid lent during the founding 
of the Society for Patriotic-Military Education. 
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CUBA 


CENTRAL REPORT OF PATRIOTIC-MILITARY ORGANIZATION 


Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 28 Jan 80 p 2 


[Text] The introduction to the central report of the National 
Constituent Conference for the SEPMI [Society for Patriotic- 
Military Education] pays homage to those who have 

given their lives for liberation and for national sovereignty. 
It considers the contribution to the preparation of new genera- 
tions, with a view toward the heroic and revolutionary acts 
needed to safeguard the conquests of the revolution and the 
integrity of our homeland, an essential task. 


Organization and Propaganda Work 


Organization and propaganda work are essential features of 
patriotic-military education in order to deepm the political- 
ideological training of the population, and to foster even 
stronger ties between the FAR [Revolutionary Armed Fcrces] and 
the people. 


After a number of vears of both practical and theoretical study 
and armed with the experience acquired in patriotic-military 
work, the proposal has been made to establish this association 
as a way of massively involving young people, and people in 
general, in the activities to strengthen our nation's defense 
capability and to improve the political-ideological, physical, 
and military training of our young people and children. 


Throughout these years, the UJC [Union of Young Communists] 
has organized, guided, and controled the political preparation 
of prerecruits. In 1979 the Patriotic-Military Working Group 
took on this responsibility, with the agreement of the UJC, 
which continues to provide assistance. 
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The establishment of the SEPMI will help to improve all the 
political-ideological work that has been done by the mass 

of young people who are ready to begin their active military 
service, and the experience acquired in these years will enable 
more far-reaching goals to be set. 


In order to accomplish this, emulation remains a powerful means 
of mobilizing young prerecruits to continually improve their 
preparation for their role as specialists. 


The base associations constitute the foundation of the poli- 
tical-military work done. From 1976 until the present 270 of 
these associations have been formed, all of which are repre- 
sented in the National Constituent Conference. These associa- 
tions have 41,839 members, of whom 83 percent are workers and 
17 percent are students. Santiago de Cuba stands out with its 
78 associations. The assistance provided by the UJC, by mass 
Organizations, and by other state organizations has been of 
great significance to these associations. 


Tecnnical-Military Preparation 


Techni cal-military preparation is a necessary complement to 

a solid political-ideological training, and plays an important 
role in strengthening the combat readiness of our country. 

This technical-military preparation is provided in three ways: 
preparation of lower-level specialists in prerecruits courses; 
basic premilitary preparation of students in Upper Middle 
Fducation; ana the training of reserve officers with university 
Students. 


Between 1974 and the first 6 months of 1979, tens of thousands 
of lower-level specialists were trained for the FAR, meeting 
56.3 percent of the scheduled preparation plans. In comparison 


with 1974, in 1978 58 percent more students were trained, and 
in 1979 approximately 100 percent more were graduated than in 
1974, This gives some idea of the results of the patriotic- 
military work done in this area. 


The military departments in Upper Middle Schools play an 
important role in the political-ideological and military train- 
.ng Of young students, on whom this education exercises a good 
influence, Approximately 15,000 pre-university and technical 
students took this program between 1974 and 1979. 
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Technical and Material Training 


The prospective needs for the 5-year plan for the period from 
1981 to 1985 have been estimated, along with the material re- 
sources to be provided by the practice of technical forms of 
sports such as shooting, radio operation, motorcycling, 
"carting," [mapping?], and nautical and air activities. 


International Relations 


From the start of the studies of the patriotic-military system 
of education, and the creation of the SEPMI, relations have 
been established and maintained with counterpart institutions 
in the socialist bloc, which have given us invaluable assis- 
tance. 


Technical-Military Sports 


The growth of technical-military sports activities is another 
of the principal goals of this program; the systematic practice 
of such sports develops physical talents and gives the parti- 
Cipants the skills needed to carry out difficult missions. 


Clubs are the fundamental method used for the organization and 
achievement of the massive prooram of sports with military 
applications; these clubs are established with the principle 
of voluntary participation by the population, and are aimed 
primarily at young people over 12 years of age. 


As of December 1979, there were 152 clubs with 5,241 members; 
of these members, 4,074 are males and 1,167 are females. Of 
these clubs, 108 are shooting clubs; 18 are for radio opera- 
tions; 13 for nautical sports; 11 for orienteering; and two 
for "carting." 


Air Sports 


At the present time there are three gliding clubs, four 
parachuting clubs, and 51 model airplane clubs. From 1967 
until the present 10 national competitions in parachuting 
have been held; one in gliding, and 11 in model airplaning. 
Cuban club members have also participated in 25 international 
competitions. 
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Conclusions 


While the work has been carried out under complex conditions, 
progress has been made, in which we recognize the hard work 
and dedication of our comrades who have enthusiastically 
undertaken the task of patriotic-military education. Espec- 
ially significant are the contributions made by the UJC, 

the CDR [Committees for the Defense of the Revolution], the 
FMC [Cuban Women's Federation], the CTC [Central Organization 
of Cuban Workers], and other state organizations. 
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CUBA 


"GRANMA'S' VIEWS ON ‘COLD WAR,' FEAR OF DIRE CONSEQUENCES 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 28 Jan 80 p 6 


[Article by Oscar Ferrer] 


[Text] In What Historic Conditions Did It Originate? 


With World War II over, with the defeat of fascism at a very 
high price in human lives, the United States emerged as the 
Only top-ranking capitalist power. In that war the North 
American monopolies found an unprecedented source of profits, 
and the U.S. productive potential doubled. The economic, 
political, and military center of imperialism shifted from a 
Europe in ruins to a vigorous North America with its cities 
and industries intact. 


The military power of the United States considerably increased, 
and the voresence of U.S. soldiers began to be felt in all the 
continents of the world. 


The massive power of Yankee imperialism exceeded its limits 
when the United States considered itself invincible, due to 
its absolute, through of course only temporary, control of 
nuclear weapons. This U.S. nuclear monopoly, which began on 
16 July 1945, with the first successful test of the atom bomb 
in Alamogordo, followed by the explosion of this weapon over 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, came to an end in September 1949, 
when the Soviet Union made its first nuclear test. During 
those years, this “atomic blackmail" was to be one of the 
pillars of “cold war" politics. 


This policy, aggressively anti-Soviet and anticommunist, was 


initiated by the U.S. President Harry S. Truman in order to 
stop the development of the USSR and of the socialist bloc 
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which had recently been formed, to place under Washington's 
control the collapsing colonial system, and to slow down 
national liberation movements. 


Of What Does It Consist? 


In international relations, the cold war led to a continuing 
policy of hostility toward the Soviet Union, toward the soc- 
ialist countries, and toward revolutionary and progressive 
ideas anywhere, without reaching worldwide armed confronta- 
tion, but including local wars ignited by imperialist aggres- 
sion, such as the wars in Korea and in Indochina. 


Some characteristics of the cold war were the blocking of the 
development of normal relations between the USSR and the United 
States, the strengthening of imperialist military power, the 
economic warfare waged against the Soviet Union, the creation 
of blocs and military treaties, the intimidation and pressure 
put on those who maintained commercial, diplomatic, and other 
ties with the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, 
anti-Soviet press campaigns, etc. 


The start of the cold war as such, the "birth certificate" of 
this ominous policy, came in a speech given in March 1946 in 
Fulton, Missouri, by the former English prime minister, Sir 
Winston Churchill. Some months earlier, on 16 August 1945, 
he admitted in another speech: "President Truman and I in 
Patsdam made the decision to use the atomic bomb, and both of 
us approved the military plans to unleash this terrible and 
levastating force." 


A year after the Fulton speech, on 12 March 1947, President 
Truman fully opened the cold war era when he unveiled what 
came to be known as the Truman Doctrine, which said that 
"the spread of communism" would be prevented by any means, 
ind which gave the United States the "right" to provide aid 
to reactionary elements in any part of the world. Anticom- 
munism was becoming the main item of export of the United 
States. 


Other documents typical of the initial years of the cold war 
were the Doctrine of Containment (July 1947) which attempted 

to provide a theoretical basis for the Truman Doctrine by using 
the pretext of protecting the interests of the "free world" 
against the “communist threat"; the Vandenberg Resolution (ll 
July 1948) wrich gave the United States the role of capitalism's 
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international policeman; and the Mutual Assistance and 
Inspection Law, known as the Battle Law (Z6 Cctober 1951), 
which placed an embargo on all items considered strategic 
which might be exported to socialist countries or to third 
parties that maintained friendly relations with them. This 
law also prohibited any assistance to those countries that 
did not support the embargo, and provided for coercive meas- 
ures against them. 


During the height of the cold war, the Marshall Plan was 
implemented. This plan, under the guise of cooperation, made 
possible the massive penetration of Yankee monopolistic 
Capital into West Europe, collaborated with the West German 
neofascists and neo-Nazis, promoted the aggression in Korea, 
installed the Shah in power in Iran, supported France in 
Indochina and the most bloodthirsty dictatorships in Latin 
America. 


The cold war policy was also used against the Cuban Revolution. 
The breakoff of diplomatic relations, which was decided on 
unilaterally by the United States, the suspension of the sugar 
quota, the refusal to sell oil to Cuba, the Bay of Pigs in- 
vaslon, the infiltration and organization of gangs of hood- 
lums in the early years of the 1960s, and the wide range of 
CIA activities, sabotage and the embargo that are still going 
On today are just part of the broad range of actions under- 
taken by Washington as part of this policy of aggression. 


How Is It Manifested in the United States? 


While imperialist propaganda was distorting the reality of 
socialism and was portraying the USSR as a nation with pre- 
tentions to world domination and a nation which annihilated 
human freedom and citizen's rights, in the United States, 
under the cover of the cold war, intimidation and repression 
spread. Communists and people with progressive ideas were 
persecuted in the United States, and calls were made for their 
expulsion and elimination from the spheres in which they 
worked. 


Hundreds were jailed and deported, and thousands of others 
were left without jobs or were prevented from working in 
their professions. Antilabor laws, such as the Taft-Hartley 
Act, which prohibited strikes and barred communists from 
union leadership, were passed, and the ultrareactionary 
senator Joseph McCarthy and his cohorts in the House Un- 
American Activities Committee stirred up terror and witch- 
hunts. Half a million union members had to sign sworn 
Statements attesting that they were not communists. 
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in the United States this anticommunist fury of the cold war 
era produced the shameful black lists of names of well known 
Hollywood personalities and attacks on freedom of thought, 
such as the arrest in 1948 of the entire National Bureau of 
the Communist Party of the United States. The cold war and 
McCarthyism also sent two innocent people to the electric 
chair: the Rosenbergs. 


In 1950, in the hysteria of a supposed "Soviet attack," U.S. 
schoolchildren were taught one extra subject in school: methods 
of protection against nuclear warfare. Classrooms were con- 
verted into little training camps to ward off the "aggression" 
of the country which, just recently emerging from the most 
devastating war of history, wanted only to rebuild its nation 
in peace, 


What Has the United States Done Recently in a Return to the 
Cold War Era? 


the cold war has always militated against economic, scientific, 
and cultural cooperation of all sorts in international affairs. 


\s recently as 1978 and 1979, using fraudulent pretexts and 
ill-intentioned distortions, the U.S. government has revived 
pages of the Truman Doctrine, the Battle Law, and the Doctrine 
of Containment. 


Zbianiew Brzezinski, President Carter's national security 
idviser, is one of the architects of the policy of linkage, 
which ties U.S. trade to matters which are unrelated to it, 
in the hope of “making it possible to put pressure on the 
'SSR in many areas." That is simply the cold war once again. 


n 19 July 1978 Carter prohibited the Sperry Rand Corporation 
from selling to the USSR a computer that was to be used by the 
TASS news agency to keep the world informed during the 1980 
Olympics. 


He also placed exports of petroleum technology to the USSR 
inder direct White House control. In that same month he can- 
eled three visits to the USSR by high-level missions and 
ordered that all short-term exchanges planned be reviewed. 


yn 4 January of this year, Carter announced a group of steps 


taken against the Soviet Union that confirm suspicions that 
the United States is reviving the cold war. Taking cover 
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behind the crude manipulations of Yankee imperialism in 
regard to events in Afghanistan, the U.S. president ordered 
a halt of shipments to the USSR of sophisticated technology 
or strategic materials, the suspension of deliveries of 17 
million tons of grains, and other steps of a diplomatic, 
economic, and cultural nature. Carter also postponed the 
Senate debate on SALT II and threatened to boycott the 
Olympics. 


At the same time, Washington is putting pressure on its allies, 
urging them to take similar actions against the USSR. 


What Consequences Could a Flare-Up of the Cold War Have? 


The cold war is the exact opposite of detente, since it works 
against the existence of normal relations between states, 
poisoning the climate of confidence and mutual respect that 
should prevail in international relations. Furthermore, it 
hovers on the brink of war, by creating differei.ces instead 
of avoiding them, and it institutionalizes the arms race. 


While the irrepressible advances of socialism, of the decoloni- 
zation movement, and of national liberation movements throughout 
the world have shown imperialism the magnitude of the failure 

of its unrestrained anticommunist policy, in etfect since the 
years of Truman anc Churchill, the cold war, though it has 
considerably lost ground, has never completely ceased to exist. 
Some symptoms have lingered on, such as the mechanisms for the 
arms race and the political-military alliances supported by 
Washington, and the activity of the immense imperialist propa- 
ganda machinery. 


The cold war, today just as in the past, benefits the large 
monopolies which make up the military-industrial complex, work- 
ing hand in glove with the U.S. government plans for the MX, 
the Trident submarines, and the Cruise and Pershing 2 missiles, 
whose forthcoming installation in West Europe is an open 

threat to peace and a gift to the creators of the cold war. 


The revitalization of the cold war can only have negative 
effects on humanity. The arms race, the blocking of SALT II, 
the Yankee disruption of U.S.-USSR relations, Washington's 
intentions to create new aggressive military pacts, to increase 
the Yankee military presence in the world and to help to 
strengthen Peking's military power, all unmistakable signs 

of the cold war, can only help to destroy international 
detente, to sabotage world peace, and to fan the flames of 








war. These deeds do not meet the aspirations of the ordinary 
citizens of the world, of the dozens of millions of starving 
and sick people who lack medical assistance, of the 900 mil- 
lion illiterates who see with horror that imperialist ag- 
gression causes $300 billion a year to be invested in arms, 
almost half of which is paid by the U.S. taxpayer. 


The cold war should not again be allowed to dominate relations 
between nations. Fidel, in his historic speech at the United 
Nations last October, warned clearly: “The clash of arms, of 
threatening language, of arrogance in the international arena 
must come to an end. We re had enough of the illusicn that 
the problems of the world can be solved by nuclear weapons. 
Bombs can kill the hungry, the sick, and the ignorant, but 
they can not kill hunger, disease, and ignorance. Nor can 
they kill the just rebellion of peoples, and in the holocaust, 
the rich, who are the ones who have the most to lose in the 
world, will also die." 
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CASA DE LAS AMERICAS LITERARY PRIZE JURY SELECTED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 25 Jan 80 pl 


[Text] In an event co-chaired by Armando Hart, member of the Party Politburo 
and minister of culture, and by Haydee Santamaria, president of the Casa de 
las Americas and member of the Central Committee, the jury that will award 
this year's Casa de las Americas prize in the different categories, was se} - 
ected. 


Argentine author Julio Cortazar gave the opening address of this important 
event, recalling the first years of the Casa's work when it began its mag- 
nificent effort to join and unite the writers of the entire continent in the 
midst of a situation of total blockade. He stressed that nevertheless it 
managed to achieve its goals to such an extent that now, because of its 
many-faceted cultura] activities and the magazines and books that it pub- 
lishes, it has won a prestigious reputation throughout the world. This is 
proof, he said, of the great cultural task which the Cuban Revolution has 
set for itself, which does not stop at its borders but serves all the Ameri- 
cas. 


P< verto Fernandez Retamar, vice-president of the Casa, reported the member- 
ship of the juries that will make the decision in each category: 


Poetry: Ernesto Gutierrez (Ni a), Nelson Marra ( y), Victor San- 
doval (Mexico), Gustavo Valcarce]l (Peru) and Waldo Leyva (Cuba); Novel: 
Sarlos Blanco Aguinaga (Espana), Lizandro Chavez Alfaro (Nicaragua), Rolando 
Hinojosa (United States), Daniel Moyano (Argentina) and Armando Cristobal 
Perez (Cuba); Short Story: Justo Arroyo (Panama), Ruben Bareiro Saguier 
(Par y), Francoise Perus (France), Hernan Vidal (Chile) and Salvador Arias 
(Cuba); Essay: Pablo Gonzalez Casanova (Mexico), Lucia Sala de Touron (Uru- 
guay), Valentina Shishkina (USSR), Samuel Silva Gotay (Puerto Rico) and Oscar 
Pino Santos (Cuba); Theater: Blas Braidot (Uruguay), Ignacio Merino Lanzi- 
lotti (Mexico), Ilonka Vargas (Ecuador) and Graziella Pogolotti (Cuba); and 
Testimonial: Gioconda Belli (Nicaragua), Nils Castro (Panama), Marta Har- 


eae (Chile), Manuel Maldonado Denis (Puerto Rico) and Francisco V. Portela 
Cuba). 
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In the following categories the jury members will be: Children and Youths: 
Alfonso Chase, Ana Maria Salas (Cuba), Armando Jose Seguera (Venezuela) and 
Omar Gonzalez (Cuba); Brazilians Leda Alves (Brazil), Moacir Amancio (Bra- 
zil), Luiza Barreto (Brazil) and Julia Calzadilla (Cuba); Anglo-Caribbean: 
jeorge Campbell (Jamaica), W. Richard Jacobs (Granada), David A. McMurray 
(Canada) and Antonio Benitez Rojo (Cuba); Franco-Caribbean: Paul Estrada 
(France), Alfred Melon (Martinique) and Nancy Morejon (Cuba); the observer- 
juror will be Alexandre Cetral (Portugal). 
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PEREZ HERRERO PRAISES RADIO-TV BROADCASTING IN 1979 
FL270044 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 27 Feb 80 FL 


[Text] The 1979 evaluation meeting of the Cuban Institute of Radio and 
Television [ICRT] was held this morning. The meeting was chaired by 
Antonio Perez Herrero, member of the party Central Committee Secretariat; 
Jose Ramon Fernandez, member of the Central Committee and vice president 
of the Council of Ministers; Nivaldo Herrera, president of the ICRT; and 
other party officials and members of the ICRT executive board. 


The meeting opened with the reading of the main report by Antonio Molto, 
vice president of the ICRT. Delegates to the meeting then discussed 
some of the aspects of the report. 


The closing speech was made by Antonio Perez Herrero, who analyzed the 
work done by the ICRT last year and outlined the plans to be implemented 
by Cuban radio and television during 1980. Perez Herrero said in con- 
clusion: 


[Begin Perez Herrero recording] We want to express our gratitude for the 
work accomplished in 1979, especially for the work done in preparation 
for and during the course of the sixth [nonalined countries] summit. 
Thanks to the concern and dedication of the ICRT personnel assigned to 
the event, we were able to achieve and exceed our expectations in the 
national and international radio and television coverage of the con- 
ference. The achievements in both media in 1979 have been very valuable 
and these achievements must be consolidated in 1980 both in the progranm- 
ming and the organizational order. We would like, dear comrades, to tell 
you that we are certain that you will devote all your strength, all your 
intelligence, all your revolutionary fervor to saluting the second party 
congress with the high quality programming the people want and have a 
right to demand. [end recording] 


cso: 3010 
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PCC SECRETARIA? “: MBER RISQUET CALLS FOR 3US WORKER DISCIPLINE 
Havana GRANMA .* Spanish 5 Feb 80 p 2 


[uext] Speech delivered by Jorge Risquet, member of 
the Party [ Cuban Communist Party (PCC) ] Central Com- 
mittee Secretariat, at the Urban Bus Enterprise of 
Havana on 2 February 1980, the year of the second 
[party ] congress. 


‘comrade Workers of Urban Buses of Havana: 


‘he putting in order of bus service in our capital is a specific aim of 
Pidel, a directive of the government and of the party, a duty that cannot 
be postponed, and a matter of honor for the 10,000 workers of the Urban 
Buses Enterprise of Havana. 


The problem is a complex one, in that the factors that to a greater or 
lesser degree affect the efficiency of service are many. Because of this, 
the Ad Hoc Party-Government Committee created by the Political Bureau and 
by the Executive Committee of the Council of Ministers undertook a many- 
sided study of the problem covering a wide range of factors, from the 
potholes in the streets traveled by the buses and the itinerary of each 
run to the question of the scheduling of working hours from the viewpoint 
of distributing the rush hours they produce; from the organization and the 
management methods of the enterprise and the functions of the terminal 
administrative staffs to the question of the emergency road servicing of 
ouses that break down en route which was raised a moment ago by a Giron V 
comrade. 


rhe committee had to analyze questions relative to replacement parts, 
their procurement abroad or their manufacture in Cuba, their warehousing, 
computerization of inventory control, and consumption rates, as well as 
juestions relative to equipment, working conditions and the degree of pro- 
ficiency of the staffing in the shops at each terminal and the central 
installations for the cepair of motors and transmissions, in the body 
repair shops, and so forth. It had to analyze production in those factories 
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that assemble buses with parts imported from abroad, and to examing the 
various options, within our limited purchasing power, for renewing the Hav- 
ina enterprise's bus fleet. 


All of these factors characterize the capital's current urban transporta- 
tion problem. They have all been examined and the search continues for 
the best possible solution for each of them. A detailed work plan was 
drawn up and is being systematically monitored. 


However, without slighting a single one of the factors of a technical or 
material mature that enter into the problem, and without overlooking the 
concrete difficulties resulting from our economic limitations, there is not 
the least doubt in our minds that the principal and decisive factor is the 
human one--it is you, the platform and shop workers--it is you, the drivers, 
mechanics, dispatchers, inspectors, brigade chiefs, administrative, termin- 
al and shop heads, and managers of the enterprise. In you, in your hands, 
in your proletarian and revolutionary hands lies the solution to this 
problem, and we are confident that there the problem will find its solu- 
tion! (Applause). 


Those material and technical problems have been addressed and continue 
being addressed, to resolve them within our resources. But though, as is 
known, these resources are limited, we are convinced of having an unlimited 
reserve on which we can count: it is the revolutionary conscience of the 
vast majority of the enterprise's 10,000 workers. 


It is by relying on this revolutionary conscience, on your revolutionary 
Spirit, that we have been able to advance, reaping the fruits of the mater- 
ial and technical measures we have adopted. 


Wuantitatively, the efficiency of Urban Buses service is being measured by 
the number of trips made each day. Of course, this is a rudimentary index. 
In 1965, when the Leyland buses were acquired, we averaged 23,700 trips 
laily. We all recall that the service in those days, though not the best, 
was Satisfactory. This Leyland fleet gradually aged while our country's 
economy, blocked by imperialism, was denied the capability of acquiring the 
number of vehicles needed annually to provide programed replacement of the 
fleet and its augmentation in accordance with the growth of the population 
and the increased mobility of the population. This produced periods of 
deteriorated service along with periods of relative improvement reflecting 
the acquisition--every once in a while--of a few new vehicles, or the 
increaved availability of replacement parts and accessories. 


Thus, we saw that in 1970 the average number of trips daily dropped to 
18,600, reached 22,900 in 1975, barely 22,000 in 1978 and 1979, and in 1979 
there were months in which the average dropped to the critical level of 
29,000 trips a day. 
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e achieved in the month of January just ended was 23,500 trips a 

the last 10 days tne average was over 24,000 trips. These 
ficures do not sake into account some 3,000 short trips by Giron V buses, 
o-called “piquitos" [ short peak-demand period trips |. 


lowever, and despite the fact that this average attained during the last 
few days is the highest ever reached in the entire history oc Our trans- 
Dortation, we cannot say, not by any means, that an acceptable level has 
9e2n reached. We must consider that Havana's population is growing and 
that its working, cultural and social needs are increasing its demands on 
a4: tion. Thus, it is estimated that, for the capital's population 
to receive satisfactory transportation service, 28,000-29,000 trips a day 
; } 


> 


uurse, this is an estimate by the experts, based on certain projections 
the population and its incremental mobility. We will 
ow whether this estimate is correct only after we have reached the level 
)0 trips daily and can observe what happens then. 


/ 
me 


LO Chie tL OW 


lves: With our present fleet of 2,300 buses, can we provide 
00 trips a day?... Well, it is a very simple calculation: If 
in Maintain 80 percent of the fleet in operating condition, that is, 
n vice each day, and an average of 16 trips per bus per day, 
,000 trips daily. Mantaining a coefficient of 80 percent 
lability--that is, that if a terminal has 100 buses, 80 of 
lem ow in circulation during peak demand hours--is not easy, but it 


een reported, a portion of the bus fleet is being renewed with the 
service of the new Giron XII's, which ace being assembled by the 
automobile plant. Production of this bus ran into a number of 
Wing to @yguipment quality deficiencies that originated with the 
irm that supplies the components of the bus. Resolving these 
required ireat deal of time, and above all much discussion. 
° to say that 29 major technical deficiencies were found, of which, 
ussion, 28 were acknowledged by the suppliers, who undertook 
ct them. They of course refused to accept one deficiency as their 
lity: The Suppliers state that tne bus was never designed to 
i r streets full of potholes. 
> regards the potholes--independently of the fact that we 
n and til all of them are repaired--Our Guanabo comrades 
rtuna comrades told me recently that careful drivers know where 
, beC they are in the same spot every day (except for 
’ 2 lat therefore, with careful diligence, even this situation 


‘ .. ~ 
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[t 1S known to all of you that an intensive plan is under development to 
repair potholes in the streets and resolve this problem of potholes. 
Taking these two premises into account--namely: the partial renewal of the 
fleet and the solution of the technical problems encountered with the Giron 
XII including repair of the streets--the battle to raise the coefficient 
of operational availability to 80 percent lies primarily in proper opera- 
tion of the equipment by the driver. This, comrades, as we all well know, 
is decisive. The statistics under study show that inefficient drivers are 
experiencing 40 percent more breakdowns in the equipment they operate than 
efficient drivers. This is with the same type of bus and over the same 
potholed street. 


This is the foremost consideraticn: the proper operation of equipment by 
the driver. 


The second is technical discip ine and the quality of maintenance work in 
the terminal shops, on the pa:t of the mechanics and all shop personnel. 


The third 1s the requisite level of productive flow and high-quality work- 
manship in the motor and accessory repair shops, parts recovery shops, 
body repair shops, and so forth. 


We asxed our comrades to invite here today, in addition to the workers of 
the various terminalis, our comrades of the Naranjito shops, the body shops, 
in sum, the various support shops, which, be it said in passing, have 
reverted organizationally to the enterprise, because, as we have often 

i our Naranjito comrades, they are also the heart of the enterprise, in 
that on the work done in Naranjito on the repair of motors and transmis- 
sions, at the necessary rate of flow and level of quality, depends in 
large measure the operational efficiency of the enterprise. 


And the fourth indispensable requirement--to achieve this operational coef- 
ficient of 80 percent or higher--is, of course, an adequate inventory of 
replacement parts, accessories, motors, batteries, inner tubes, tires and 
other necessary accessories and materials, sometimes including those whose 
nonetary value is not very high but which are essential to maintenance of 
the vehicle, such as, for example, talcum and detergent for the maintenance 
9f anner tubes. 


[in the platform worker and the shop worker, who Operate and repair the 
equipment, and in the administrative management that organizes the work and 
the supply of technical material and that must command and demand, lies the 
Key to the solution of the problem. 


i e, tne efficiency we are seeking cannot be achieved without rigid, 
iron discipline on the job. As several comrades here have pointed out, iron 
1iscapline does not frighten the good worker. The worker has an iron hand, 


che worker likes iron discipline on the job. A strict and iron discipline 











frightens only the softies, the absentees, the bad workers, those who have 
not yet assimi:iated the proletarian conscience, those who have not yet 
learned how wo.kers muSt work in a socialist society that is building its 
future 99 miles away from imperialism. (Applause). 


As long as absenteeism persists, therefore, the efficiency we seek cannot 
be attained. It must be said that about 1,000 trips per day cannot be made 
because of driver absences. It must be said that absenteeism persists in 
tne shops, above all on the night shift, and this shift is crucial in 
asSuring that we will have the highest coefficient of availability at 6 in 
the morning, when hundreds of thousands of workers and students in the 
Capital start their day of work and study. And it must be said that there 
can be no place in the Urban Buses Enterprise for habitual absentees! 
Applause). 


‘rue, the aosentee must be reeducated, but we cannot afford the luxury of 
reeducating him inside this enterprise. It must be done outside of it. 


(Applause). 


Nor can we afford the luxury of keeping in the enterprise those irrespon- 
sible persons who mistreat and break down equipment that is so costly and 
so necessary. Much less must the enterprise keep antisocial persons who 
2a Jin boxes or Mirrors or tools from the shops, who steal the collec- 
perty of all the people. (Applause). 


he regulation, discussed in all the enterprise's work centers, is aimed at 
raising discipline to the indispensable level for an enterprise of this 
sind. Support for this regulation has beer practically unanimous. It will 
» into effect in the next few days and will be a fundamental organiza- 
tional implement. 


i enthusiastic backing given to the regulation by the mass of Urban Buses 
yorkers 1S an expression of the intent of this historic detachment of the 
avana working class to make of their enterprise an exemplary institution 
ind + rovide their brothers, the workers of the capital and their fami- 
Lies, with the service they deserve and need. 


it .t must also be said that the Urban Buses workers demand comprehension 
tneir efforts and proper behavior on the part of the using public of 
lavana. (Applause). Because the buses represent a means of work for the 
xers of this enterprise and a means of locomotion for the people of the 
sapital, it is the responsibility of one as well as the other to zealously 


- 


care for the equipment. (Applause). 


tnd 


enterprise Can maintain a solidly based economic position and gradually 
prove its equipment and installations only if the revenue it receives for 
S services reverts to the national budget. But it is estimated that 15 
iilion pesos of revenue are being lost annually through evasion of payment 
; 5 miliion pesos means that 300 million passengers are fail- 
j to deposit their five cents in the coin boxes! 


Th J45@CS. 
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Clearly, this indiscipline--to call it by a benevolent name--also cannot 
be permitted, not only because of the economic harm it brings but, above 
all, because of its negative morai significance. 


It 1s therefore also necessary to lay down rules and regulations for the 
passengers and their behavior upon boarding and leaving buses. The neces- 
Sary Measures must be established to prevent evasion of fares, and the 
entire matter of passes must be reviewed, as the comrades have very rightly 
pointed out. (Applause). 


with the putting in place of the regulation that sets forth the duties and 
rights of the Urban Buses workers, all terminals will be brought under the 
new system that links wages to the quantity and quality of work done by 
drivers, mechanics, dispatchers, brigade chiefs, in sum, by all the per- 
sonnel of the terminal. This system takes into account the hard and 
skilled work performed by the bus driver in our capital and sets wages in 
accordance with the complexity, pressures and responsibilities of this 
work, relating such wages to completions of itinerary and trip schedules 
and avoidance of accidents. This system is already in place in several 
urban centers and will be instituted in all Havana terminals in May. 


Upon receipt of the new fare-collection meters that have been ordered for 

every terminal, a collection-bonus incentive plan will be put into effect 

for the drivers. (Applause). This plan will reward the good worker econo- 

mically. A conscientious driver can thus earn over 200 pesos a month. 

Higher incomes will also be available to all workers in the enterprise who 

fulfill their work requirements, based on quantity and quality of work 

done. ne 


Work has also started on improvement of working conditions in the terminals 
and other estaolishments of the enterprise. In 1980, 3 million pesos will 
be spent on remodeling, repairs and expansion of premises, prioritizing 

the most urgent situations. In 1981, that is, next year, an increase of 


funds for the same purpose is planned. Everything, of course, cannot be 
lone in 1 year as we would like, dut everything necessary certainly will 
be done in the terminals to create good working conditions for all the 


‘ou, comrades, workers of the enterprise, administrative, union and party, 
and UIC nion of Young Communists | leaders in the enterprise, have 
launched here today the idea of achieving in the months immediately ahead-- 
before 1 May--26,000 trips a day; that is, 26,000 trips a day from 1 May 
aS a Salute to 26 July. This means that by the 27th anniversary of the 
‘foncada assaul*, this figure of 26,000 trips a day will have been reached, 

; 


"aintained during several months, consolidated and surpassed. 
rommitment Nas been mage, we Nave been addressed, and the workers’ in- 
tent te crea t r trips and improve their work has been expressed here 
rminals, ] e those from Fortuna and Guanabo whom 
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we had the satisfaction of greeting some days ago in their respective work 
premises, because they wece the only twe terminals that fulfilled their 
1979 daily trip plan. We have no doubt that our Fortuna and Guanabo 
comrades will repeat their 1979 accomplishment in 1980 and will increase 
even more their number of trips. 


Our Parraga comrades, who explained that since having the [Spanish made] 

Pegaso buses, they have increased their number of trips, have had 1 day 

without a sinyle bus breakdown, and are becoming a serious threat to our 

Fortuna and Guanabo comrades in the competition, although they say they are 
Dragging about it. 


Qur comrades from La Lisa, which for some time was one of the largest ter- 
mainals and at the same time one of the most conflictive, but which for the 
past few weeks has been working feverishly to come in, if not first, at least 
not last, are making a sustained effort to achieve 2,000 trips a day and 
yromise to fulfill at least 90 percent of that goal; that is, I believe the 
program calls for 2,100, and 90 percent of that would be 1890 trips or 

very nearly 2,000 trips a day. 


tur Rega comrades have indicated that, despite the fact they are equipped 
with Leyland buses, they are presently in the lead and intend to keep the 
lead to the very end. 


As regards the fact that some terminals may have a newer fleet and others a 
less new or an old one--like the case of the Leylands--this ‘oes not pre- 
rent the competition from being equal because I believe that the overall 
figure of 26,000 trips will be distributed among all the terminals in 
accordance with each terminal's capabilities, and the competition lies in 
who will surpass by the most the figure that reflects each terminal's 
Capabilities. This is what I understand by a competition. Is that not 
right? (Affirmative exclamations). 


ix “cush hour” comrades have said they have organized a little guerilla 
action, that they are completing “one-thousand-and-some" trips a day, 
2nlthough we do not know ea, (laughter), and that they are making more 
then 90 voluntary trips a day. And our Guanabacoa comrades have issued a 
snallenge to ali Leyland terminals; they are doing 200 voluntary trips and 
intend to increase these to 400. 


(hese examples of worker undertakings for the efficiency of transportation 
Havana, the comrades who have spoken, and those who have not spoken-- 
but who will surely leave this meeting with the maximum intent to do their 








best--reassure us that this is a feasible goal, in that if we raise the 
coefficient of operational availability we will achieve the required 26,000 
trips a day. And if by 26 July we have maintained for 3 months and con- 
soOlidated and surpassed 26,000 trips a day, we can then on 26 July set 
higher goals for ourselves to salute our PCC's 2d congress. (Applause). 


A few months ago the situation was chaotic in the Havana Urban Buses Enter- 
prise. Today, we can say that the situation is changing rapidly. We must 
say that the leadership of the party has proven it did not make a mistake 
in selecting comrade Julio Cesar as the manager of the enterprise. (Ap- 
plause). We did not select an intellectual but rather a bus driver who 
came up through the ranks, who was a leader in the Havana People's Govern- 
nent. He was told that he must change the situation in this enterprise,not 
to aSpire to popularity, and to be demanding; that the Urban Buses working 
‘lass wanted its managing director to be a demanding man; and that thus he 
vould be a true Urban Buses worker leading his comrades. (Applause). 


And we see here today, each one fulfilling his assigned role, the adminis- 
trative authorities of each terminal and of the enterprise, the union 
sections of all the establishments and the union executive board of the 
enterprise, the members of the workers advisory bodies, the party nuclei, 
and the grassroots comnittees of the UJC. In other words, united revolu- 
tionary action provides the driving force of production and the discipline 
to make of Havana Urban Buses Enterprise a model enterprise. (Applause). 


And that, comrade workers of Urban Buses, is what the leadership of our 
party expects of you. It expects to congratulate the workers of Havana 
Urban Buses from the rostrum of the 2d congress for an effort that will be 
reflected in the normalization of passenger transportation Service in our 
pital ‘Applause). Our party expects to congratulate you from the rostrum 
the congress in the name of people of Havana, when the people of Havana 
feel that this enterprise has become a model enterprise. (Applause). 


And we are relying on the Jose Maria Perez working class detachment, which 
has fought s0 many historic battles in the struggle against capitalism and 
ranny and for the building of socialism! 


Forward, comrades! Let us win this battle! 


ac Country or Death! We wiil prevail! (Applause). 
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FOUR MILLION MAN-DAYS LOST OWING TO WORK ACCIDENTS 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 29 Jan 80 pl 
Article by Ramon Alberto Bendoyro | 


Text In the past 2 years, 4,227,545 man-days of work have been lost as a 
result of work and travel accidents, because of a lack of enforcement or in- 
plementation of established safety and health standards. 


This is a reflection of the unsatisfactory result of the enforcement of the 
ccupational health and safety law, especially in the sugar and construction 
sectors, 75 set forth at the Eighth Plenary Session of the Party Central Com- 


?* Se 
4Avve 


According to studies on this problem, considering the tiny number of cadres 
trained in this specialization (only 305 graduates in Cuba, while at least 
one mid-levd technician per workplace is needed), agencies must give priority 
to the learning of the rudiments of this profession. 


By c = Seaham since 1973 2,324 work organizers have been graduated, while 

os 305 wave graduated in the field of health and safety. This shows «he 
ief icien oy that has existed all these years in agencies and institutions in 
sovering the subjects assigned to then. 


Anong the steps taken to control this situation, which has resulted in high 
numbers of fatal accidents, are 15 regulations regarding the measures that 
will be taken in the short term in the principal activities. 


Among them are those relating to the use of agricultural machinery, tools 
r metalworking, acetylene equipment, autogenous and electric welding, 


noisting methods, the use of pressure without fire, chemical substances and 
onstru St ion. 


r tne training of mid-level technicians in occupational health and safety, 

vinning in February there will be directed courses given in Havana, Pinar 
Rio, ered os sanaguey and Santiago de Cuba at the provincial labor 
iies institutes, as well as the Julian Grimau normal schools in Havana. 
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The protection of our country is guaranteed by the constitution, as can be 
seen in Article 46 of the Fundamental Law of the Republics Regulation 13 
lays the foundations for the development of that protection. 


All the work done to train personnel and enforce the measures set forth will 
be supported by labor and penal legislation that will be implemented soon. 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


HAVANA CITY PROVINCE HONORED=--Dora Carcano, alternate member of the PCC 
‘entral Committee and secretary general of the Federation of Cuban Women [FMC], 
nas declared Havana City a third FMC congress vanguard province and ready 

to receive the delegates and guests to the important FMC meeting. The 

leader chaired a plenum to examine the preparations for the event. In a 
speech she referred to the 1979 accomplishments of Havana FMC members in 

ll fields of endeavor, and termed them very good. She stressed that the 
work has been done carefully, with great dedication and neatly and that 

this forces the province to attain very high evaluations in the second 

party congress emulation. Vilma Salinas, the organization's secretary 

eneral in Havana said in a speech that one other task that should be given 
special attention is the fourth basic gymnastics meet soon to be held. [Text] 
PL291145 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 29 Feb 80 FL} 


VILLA CLARA UJC MEETING--Changes must be made in the style and methods of 
work of the Union of Young Communists [UJC], Luis Orlando Dominguez indicated 
in Santa Clara in his closing remarks at the fourth UJC plenum in Villa Clara 
Province. The PCC Central Committee member and UJC first secretary noted 
that the organization's leadership structure must actively participate in 

ne aftairs of rank and file committees in order to determine and accomplish 
the work objectives. The youth leader pointed out the importance of 
liminating insufficiencies which are harming the exemplarity of the 
militants and maintaining a continued struggle against ideological and 

itical weaknesses, and called for undertaking initiatives which would 

improve the educational work of youths. [Text] [FL291143 Havana Domestic 
ervice in Spanish 1100 GMT 29 Feb 80 FL] 


HORI ENSIA BUSSI--Hortensia Bussi, widow of President Allenda, has arrived 
in Havana to be guest of honor at the third congress of the Federation of 
Cutan Women | FMC] scheduled to be held in Havana from 5 to 8 March. The 


ilean anti-fascist fighter was received at Jose Marti International Airport 
Esther Veliz, FMC -ecretary of foreign affairs. The second congress of 
the Cuban women's organization in 1974 awarded the Ana Betancourt order to 
rtensia Bussi for her consistent denunciation of the brutal repression of 
er people since the bloody overthrow of the popular unity government. 
Text) [FLO11534 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 1 Mar 80 FL] 
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“\ MEDICAL INFORMATION MEETING--The meeting of the CEMA Council of the 
international System of Scientific and Medical Information [MEDINFOR] ended 
last night with the signing of a protocol. The meeting opened in Havana 
last Tuesday. The chief of the Cuban delegation, Vicente Osorio, pointed 
yut that the agreements reached at the meeting will help the international 
system and this will allow CEMA-member countries to change from consumers 
to producers of scientific and medical information thereby attaining more 
successes in the health field. [Text] [FLO11310 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1100 GMT 1 Mar 80 FL] 


HAVANA BUS WORKERS HONORED--On behalf of Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, 
PCC Central Committee Secretariat member Jorge Risquet has conveyed con- 
zgratulations to the canecutters and workers of the Havana urban bus enter- 
rise for participating in the economic battle of the harvest and struggling 
tor increasingly better service for the people, Risquet presented the 
nme-million arrobas flag to the workers. He added that the news of having 
exceeded the pledge of 26,000 daily trips by more than 27,300 had made 
Fidel Castro very happy. The flag accrediting the Georgi Dimitrov Brigade 
is a miiiionaire unit was sent to Vilma Espin in honor of the third 

ongress of the Federation of Cuban Women. [Text] [FL291312 Havana Domestic 
yervice in Spanish 1200 GMT 29 Feb 80 FL] 


NESCO OFFICIAL--Armando Hart Davalos, member of the PCC Politburo and 
minister of culture, has received [Silvio Mutal], director of UNESCO's 
regional program of cultural patrimony. [Mutal] was accompanied by 

rchitect Carlos (Chaufon), director of the Churubuscu Restoration Center 

md a UNESCO expert, anc Dario Moreira, director of the regional culture 
fice for Latin America and the Caribbean of that specialized organ 
if the United Nations. Present at the talks were vice ministers Antonio 
Nunez Jimenenz, president of the National Monument Commission and 
Alfredo Guevara, president of the old Havana work group and its system 
of fortifications, as well as Lupe Veliz, director of the Culture Ministry 
International Relations Department. UNESCO cooperation for the conservation 
ind restoration of old Havana and its system of fortifications, on which 
the Cuban Government has been working was discussed. [Text] [FL291244 
javana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 29 Feb 80 FL] 


RKERS LAINING ABROAD--More than 1,600 youths from Holguin Province will 
to the CDR and Czechoslovakia this vear to undergo 4-year training to 
e qualified workers, the provincial delegation of the State Committee 
for Economic Cooperation announced today. This will be the largest 


provincial group to undergo specialized training in those countries since 
xchange and cooperation agreements with the sociaiist community for the 
rai z of middle level technictane were established in 1978. Most of the 
iolpuin uths will leave during the first quarter to begin training as 
ile xers, welders, construction equipment and lathe operators, among 
‘ aa 


92144 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2109 GMI 
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TECHNICAL EVALUATION OF ARTISTS--Politburo member Armando Hart Davalos has 
pointed out that conditions exist to conclude the technical evaluation of 
the artistic sector in June. The minister of culture made the closing 
remarks at the second meeting to examine the status of this work held at 
the conference hall of the National Library of Cuba with the participation 
f all the persons involved in this activity at the national and provincial 
levels. [Text] [FLO11524 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 CMT 

Mar 80 FL] 


MANISH LABOR DELECATION--The National Secretariat of the Construction 
dorkers Union and leaders of the Labor Federation of Denmark have held 
a fraternal meeting at the Julio Antonio Mella Workers Club in Havana. The 
visitors were briefed on the work being done by Cuban construction workers. 
They showed special interest in learning of the union work being done by 
ung workers. Construction workers union secretary general Pedro Fernandez 
‘tressed the internationalist assistance of Cuban construction workers in 
nations of the world that have requested it. [FL0O11524 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 1 Mar 80 FL] 


NEW SUGAR MILL--The 30 De Noviembre Sugar Mill is ready for its inauguration. 
the buiiders of the new sugar (actory located in areas of the La Conchita 
Farm, xm trom Taco Taco, San Cristobal Municipality, Pinar del Rio Province, 
ve shown thereby that chev have fulfilled their pledge. This sugar mill 
vecial significance for all our people because it is the first built 
lution and, at the same time, the first one to be built in the 
. dit te our most modern sugar mill and has the highest automa- 
tion in che entire country. With a grinding capability of 600,000 arrobas 
laiiv, the 30 De Noviembre Sugar Mill] will have 531 workers, 25 of whom are 
university graduates and more than 100 middle-levei technicians. The mill 


il) generate 3,000 new agricultural and industrial jobs in the area. A 
war polytechnical school has been *uilt near the mill where training will 
given to the workers who will 11: ‘nm a town that is under construction 


the same area. [Excerpt] [FLO11°.3 Havana Domestic Television Service 
sanish 1800 GMT 1 Mar 80 FL] 


> MINAR ON VIETNAM--A juridical seminar on Vietnam has been held 
i lava the Cuban Committee of Solidarity With Vietnam. The president 
e Cuban Institute of Friendship With the Peoples, Rene Rodriguez Cruz, 
the seminar, which is the first of its kind held in our country. 
iguez said that problems in Southeast Asia could not be viewed abstractly 
ther in an interdisciplinary manner, considering political], juridical 


gical aspects. [FLO31256 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
, f , 7} 


» TLNTIFIC SEMINAR--The third sugarcane scientific seminar of the 
f Research on Sugarcane Byproducts opened yesterday in 

t articipation of some 200 delegates and guests. The opening 
made v Oscar Almazan, president of Cuba's Sugar Industry 

i ar .s iation, who referred to the seminar‘s importance for the 

inge of experiences among scientists in this ‘ieid. The seminar will 
+ March. [Text] [FLO41622 Havana Domestic Service in Spanis! 
M Mar 80 FL! 
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(960 LICHT INDUSTRY GOALS--Light Industry Minister Jose Manuel Millares has 
stated that his sector's vital task this year will be the struggle for 
improving quality, espectally in the shoe and garment industries. Millares 
spoke at a Las Tunas meeting to announce the results of the evaluation of 

the work during the last 6 months in 1979 of the two enterprises operated by 
the ministry there. The light industry minister praised the progress made 

by the province in such areas as accounting and technical training. He noted 
the efforts made by the ministry's workers in that province despite the 
unfulfillment of the production plan, which recorded a 76-percent accomp]4%zh- 
ment. He attributed this setback to the delay ir receiving essential raw 
materials. [Text] [FL281223 Havaw: “Somestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 

28 Feb 80 FL] 


MAO, NICARO RECREATION--PCC Politburo member and Culture Minister Armando 
Hart Davalos has stressed the need for strengthening the Juan Marinello 
cultural contingent with additional recruits in Moa and Nicaro during a 
meetine of the culture workers union national committee, which is scheduled 
to end today in Havana. During the meeting, which is being attended by 
representatives trom all corners of the country, Hart called for making 
every effort possible to win the sixth grade battle in the sector. [Text] 
(FL281329 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 28 Feb 80 FL] 


MIRET [OURS GUANTANAMO PROVINCE--PCC Politburo member Pedro Miret Prieto has 
visited several social and service centers as well as industrial projects 
under construction in Guantanamo Province. He was accompanied by Alfonso 


Hodge, member of the PCC Central Committee and first party secretary in that 
province, as well as other area leaders. At the Caimanera Municipality the 
PCC Politburo member held talks with the administrative council of the 
provincial salt enterprise during which the progress of expansion work was 
examined. Miret also visited the cast and wrought iron foundry under 
construction at a cost of more than 13 million pesos. He termed satisfactory 
the work of the technicians in assembling the unit. [Text] [FL281444 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1327 GMT 28 Feb 80 FL] 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOCIAL CLASSES--Havana--The international 


theoretical conference "The structure of lasses in Latin America” will be 
wid in this capital from 26 to 28 March 1980, sponsored by the INTERNATIONAI 
magazine and the PCC, [FL281453 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 

1{28 GMT 28 Feb 80 FL] 

iSLI F YOUTH MEETING--Nueva Gerona--Guillermo Carcia Frias, member of the 

Politburo and vice president of the Councils of State and Ministers, 

is chaired a meeting during which the Committee for the Conservation of 
Fiora and Fauna of the Isle of Youth was established. [Text] [FL281449 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1328 GMT 28 Feb 80 FL] 








'UNIOR. SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION--In early September, the planning 
und finances department of the provincial education sector in Camaguey 
reported tha* for this coming school year school buildings to a value of 
11,3 million pesos had been finished. A total of 4,500 new places had 
been created in boarding secondary schools, and in day junior and senior 
high schools over 5,400, distributed through Nuevitas, Florida, Esmeralda, 
Minas, Sibanicd and Santa Cruz del Sur municipalities. A total of seven 
orimary schools had extension and renovation work done to the order of 
700,000 pesos, providing a further 5,700 places. Altogether, this means 
that Camaguey province will have over 20,000 new places for the 1979-80 
echool wear, over primary and secondary levels. [Text] [Havana CUBA: 
ECONOMIC NEWS in English No 99, 1979 pp 7] 


SANTIAGO INDUSTRIES--PCC Politburo member Pedric Miret Prieto has toured 
several industrial installations and construction sites in Santiago de Cuba, 
accompanied by Jose Ramon Balaguer, member of the PCC Central Committee and 

rst purty secretary in that province. During his visit to the Hatuey 
rewery Miret chatted with the workers of the new bottling line and manage- 
went personnei. He was extremely briefed on the gains and difficulties in 
he productive process. He also examined the principal obstacles reported 
in the qualitative and quantitative aspects of production, and called for 
greater efforts aimed at solving some internal problems. [Text} [FL281131 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 28 Feb 80 FL! 


MEN IN NSTRUCTION--Rosario Fernandez, member of the Centra! Organization 
<ers (CTC) Executive Secretariat and alternate member of the 
entral Committee, severely criticized those who, sometimes in bad 
faith and others due to pretudice, take advantage of certain situations to 


xclude women from the construction work sector in her closing remarks at 
ne third meeting of women in construction this Wednesday, which held its 
sorking sessions at the Atlantico Hotel] in Santa Maria del Mar. The CTC 
eader explained that those women who are left without a job due to the 
ial situation created this vear by cutbacks in the sector's production 


will be registered in training programs to gain qualifications as is 
eit ne with the men. The third meeting of women in construction took 
‘h matters as obstacles to women’s development in tha sector, which 


past was the exclusive domain of men. [Text] [FL281 5.2 Havana 
Service in Spanish 1100 CMT 28 Feb 80 FL} 


DLUCATION INSPECTION TOURK--An inspection tour made by the Education 
tf t antiago de Cuba concluded vesterdav with a ceremony chaired 
Central Committee members Jose Ramon, Fernandez, minister of education 
2amon Balaguer, first party secretary in Santiago de Cuba Province. 


event the participants reviewed the results of control activities 
'k to 2/7 February. The report indicates that Santiago de 
ne gains in education work and is making great efforts to attain 
, independently trom the material problems existing in some 
n Vice Minister Elisa Wong Garcta stated that among the 
ties, which must be corrected as soon as possible, the most 
terrible conditions f the schoo] in the Contramaestre 
, the redistribution cf some textbo mn educational centers 
hieve a better organization and problems w | foodstuffs. [Text] [FL281223 
tf ervice in Spanish 1100 GMT 28 Feb 80 FL] 


/3 














_BAN-CAIALAN FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION--The Jose Miro (Argenter) Catalan-Cuban 
friendship House was inaugurated on the 85th anniversary of the resumption 

f Cuba's war of independence on 24 February 1895. The dedication ceremony, 
which was held at a conference hall of the Tarrasa Textile Museum near 
Sarcelona, was attended by more than 250,000 persons, among them Mayor 
Manuel Roques and many distinguished guests. Catalan eminent urologist 

Dr Anton (Puiter) was elected president of honor of the friendship 
association, of which painter (Floreal Ruberia) is president. [Text } 
|FL251221 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 11 GMT 25 Feb 80 FL] 


CUBAN RADIO FESTIVAL--The second 1980 Cuban Radio National Festival concluded 
ast night at the Lazaro Pena Auditorium of the Central Organization of 

Cuban Workers with an artistic event. Jose Ramon Fernandez, member of the 
PCC Central Committee and vice president of the Council of Ministers, made 
the closing remarks in which he congratulated the efforts of the Cuban 
Institute of Radio and Television in radio work and urged the institu: to 
make the same efforts in television. [FL251333 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1100 GMT 25 Feb 80 FL] 


NATIONAL CANECUTTING AWARD--The banner of best canecutting brigade on a 
national level was presented to the La Plata Brigade of Havana's psychiatric 
hospital ot the Havana Health Workers Trade Union by Roberto Veiga, member 
the PCC Central Committee and secretary general of the Central Organiza- 
tion of Cuban Workers. On behalf of the brigade, Reinaldo and Raimundo Leyva 
wd Francisco [Faifel] accepted the banner. During the ceremony the workers 
delivered to Veiga the pledges for the last 75 days of the harvest, which 
include their readiness to cut the very last sugarcane and support other 
provinces if it becomes necessary. [FL251333 Havana Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1100 GMT 25 Feb 80 FL] 


FLORA, FAUNA CONSERVATION--Guillermo Garcia Frias, member of the PCC Politburo, 
this Sunday chalred the plenary session held to establish Matanzas" provincial 
mmittee for the conservation of flora and fauna. In a speech at the 


ceremony the PCC Politburo member insisted on the need to contribute to the 
system of species control which cannot be limited just to the closed seasons. 
Text FK251333 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 25 Feb 80 FL] 
ANECUTTING AWARD--The Jesus Menendez Flag was presented to the 20th Anni- 
ersat anecutting Brigade of the Light Industry Ministry for having cut 
l million arrobas of cane in a ceremony held in Artemisa, Havana Province. 
T eremony was chaired by Flavio Bravo, member of the PCC Centra! 


ommittee and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, who stated in his 
iosing remarks that it is necessary to make the present and next harvest 
the ¢ t efficient in the untry's history. [Text] [FL25143]1 Havana 
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: Tr EFICIENCIES--During meeting chaired bv PCC Politburo 
er r se Ramon Ma a entura, the partic} nts examined the 1979 
a 4 c eli, t tc! 4 sstry t terpr sis eT I iT ar t Rix 
] iuture devs pment of som ther ae’ Must work ior the 
ré amc tne future. To work for the resent means to stop the process 
retrogression of the cattle industrv; to work for the future implies that 
we must repare ourselves fe the time when we have more resources and to be 
able to use them more adequately, Machado Ventura stressed. In the face of 
the diffi ties or ective problems confronted by the revolution, what 
Ist e d iS to Struggie, to make a greater effort, to have more deter- 
ninati everybody must be more efficient, the Politburo member stated. 
riier in tne day, Machado Ventura toured the construction site of the 
igar Mill. [Text] [FL271254 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
4 . a 
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NEW PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL--A modern 210-bed provincial hospital has been 
inaugurated in the city of Cienfuegos. It is one of 26 works that should 


. 
| 


mpleted in tribute to the anniversary of the attack on Moncada Barracks 

first to be completed this year. Sergio del Valle, member of the 
party Politburo and minister of public health, attended the inauguration. 
logvical and obstetrical hospital will have 23 doctors, 80 nurses, 
laboratory technicians and 4 x-ray technicians. The hospital has been 
named ‘Heroes de Playa Giron.” [FLO50139 Havana Domestic Television Ser- 
vice in Spanish 0100 GMT 5 Mar 80 FL] 
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to cevelop the technical and material base, improve quality 


r 
id di t culture toward the masses. [Text] [FL271254 Havana Domestic 
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SORT FIGURES FOR 19/9 UP 33 PERCENT OVER 1978 


iito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 11 Feb 80 pp 1, 15 


rticle by Marcelo Eguez: Primary Products Continue to Make Up 75 Percent 
ry r wa, , 
* ~~ - ' 3 
Text “ports in 1979 reached a total of $1,984,000, (4,960,000,000 sucres), 
. - . 7. S > ,? } fr ** ~ } S oi _ 
ignest unt in the country’s history and 33 percent higher as compared 
witt s.€'S Lil 1978, 
spite the reducti in revenue from cacao and coffee sales as compared with 


the immediately preceding year, the incidence of petroleum exports (73 percent) 
id a decisive impact on the country's foreign trade. industrialized products 


contribution of 25 percent, /75 percent correspon- 
irge share of which being petr sleum. 
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19/6, sales of industrialized products reached 1] percent of total exports 
mounted to . ercent the following year. The country's foreign trade 
in to rise rapidly encouraged by the economic development based on petroleum 
ind by the support given the export sector by the Central Bank and the Export 
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us, t he 1,i2/7,000,000 (28,1/75,000,000 sucres) exported in 19/6, total 


ilu (tained a /6 percent growth in 3 vears thanks to the incresse in sales 
industrialized items such as processed cacao products, where the increase 
~ , ? ~~ & « ~~ ¢ . . . + ~2 } 5 — . ‘ ac ’ . 77 
i to 2/1 percent; processed products from the sea, which increased by 1, 
. } 


ercent; househoid electric appiiances, an increase amounting to 220 percent 
be particularly noted, petroleum derivatives 
have ntributed significantly to the exports of industrial- 
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it 1s appropriate to emphasize among the primary products the 60 percent growth 
revenue trom petroleum sales; the sales of piscicultural products whose 


increase tor t period was 81 percent, and those corresponding to bananas 
which nas meant a 45 percent increase for the 3 years. 
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ROLDOS DEFENDS G NMENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
y* " ‘ Sm amich 17 r 5 e Pp 
42923160 Quito Voz de Los Andes in Spanish 1/30 GMT 25 Feb 80 PA 


tatement by President Jaime Roldos Aguilera on receiving 1980-84 draft 


elopment pian at the Presidential Palace from Vice President Osvaido 
rtado--r: rded 
xt r Vice President, State Ministers: This date i: tresents a landmark 
in ¢t emocratic process of this eminently popular government by achieving 
shat g ope of the people before 10 August 1979. We have also demon- 
rat luring these initial months of government, despite all the obstacles 
ncountered, how democracy can be maintained and how order, resulting from 
the » f ti eople, should prevail. 
; wever, there are ticse who want to denv the achievements made thus 
ir. loes not deter and will not deter this government. We knew, 
e rea ower, and bsequent 1 ive confirmed the muitiple problem 
we have faced them with steadfast determination. We have been, 


re erhat til ire, too toierant with those who refuse to understand 


efore, : i this working document this morning, on which the 

t { *) i bisiSs€ lif-- \ i i { - . Mar¢ j=-=] r¢ iterate« 
mn that democracy wiil prevail in cur countrv. And in the same 
arama words indistinct] who attempt te undermine the possibilities of a 


“ j it ( t t eYanrink. 
‘ nit [ turt ac nm what is beer » what i ® the will of the 
y of the ple. é re here ot because of the will of a small 
zr ‘ ersons. q¢ iT ere suut of sheer luck. we are here as the 
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eretore, regardies . c © meciocre persons in apaoie Of projecting 
sea it - “art LenegTa cADTe« 5s] eS whl : reli lect the it fe : le Spirit, 
* Say that this government's plan will be carried out in practice, 
easily, against ii those diminutive sectarian groups, because in 
sntry, ce ite them, the peoples are the ones who count. 
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EL SALVADOR 


in Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 20 Feb 80 pp 32, 41 PA 


iasuecd by Gen Jose Alberto Medrano, leader of Nationalist Demo- 
" rvanization: dated & February] 


mat The Political Constitution Cannot Be Reformed, Much Less 


t to insurrection was exercised by the armed forces, acting as the 


resentative of the people's desire, against the rulers but not against 
litical comstitution, Therefore, the objective was to remove the 
rrupt rulers and undertake the reforms necessary to correct the instu- 
ws and evils and to benefit the people, ail within the constitu- 


ecrees Nos 1 and 7 the government junta subordinated itself to the 
il constitution and placed limits on the legislative and executive 
. t assume in order to exercise them within the constitutional frame- 


litical constitution can only be reformed or replaced by the 
netcit nt power--a power which is higher than the legislative 
utive powers that the junta has--the junta cannot reform the consti- 


es replace it, because the junta does not have that consti- 


wer and its powers are limited or subordinated to that political 
. a | 
re, the constitution must continue unchanged because it offers great 
tit « for making corrections or reforms to secondary law . 
he vermment Should Work on That Basis for the Following Vital 
> 
Ke eter? ’ struggle against subversion: 
instill confidence and security among the population, mainly the 
r ’ sector 








rapidly undertake the most important reforms; 
To ccmvene e'ections for 4 constituent assembly. 


t can be noted that if the first three actions are firmly carried out at 
the same time, the country can soon begin a phase of recovery. 


ich one of those objectives will now be analyzed. 

bjective A [fo struggle against subversion, 

\-l The subversive groups from part of the international communist organiza- 
tion seeking to subjugate our country. They are national guerrilla forces 

t the service of the goals and objectives of the communist Soviet power. 


herefore, they are guerrilla criminals, traitors to their fatherland, to 
from the laws of conventional war cannot be applied. 


hey are the ones who have begun what they describe as the “prolonged 
war.’ Therefore they are the only ones responsible for all the 
nsequences or resuits of their operations. The counterattack, or actions 
wrces which act in accordance with the constitutional mandate, 
escribed as repressive or persecutive bu: rather as taking con- 
tut ictions of legitimate armed defense against the traitorous 
rrillas, Muman rights cannot be validly invoked to serve as 


»rotect those who want to destroy the country. 
been clearly shown that the goal of those armed groups is 
t the people's well-being but the destruction of our economy, chaos and 


‘ re 1 ,» wer . al | power. 


re, the armed forces have the duty of using all their capabilities 
revent this national disaster, 


ty of our people, which in some way he)ps, defends or justifies 


« actions of those traitorous criminal guerrillas, can no longer claim 
were of their destructive goals. Therefore, this minority is duty- 
end its attitude of cooperation, justification or tolerance. 

rents, rticularly, have the obligation of influencing their children 
heir conduct will not expose them to unnecessary cangers. 

t ijority of our knowledgeable and responsibi: people should give 


r s' sport ¢t the armed forces in their miesion of national salva- 


To instill confidence and securi to the people. 
tf the situaticn, the people will have nftidence and security 
“wing things are carried out: First, a firm and decisive state- 
nt e tssued on the objectives or goals of the government. Second, 


¢ government should be composed of independent, impartial, honest and 











capable people who will not work for groups or in favor of specific sectors. 
he groups, which in one way or another are corrupt because they seek eco- 
nomic advantage for themselves or the interests which they serve must not 

be admitte? in the government. 


in view of the currert situation the armed forces will be mistaken if they 


believe that only a government formed by groups which have popular support 
will have the citizen's approval because this approval is only achieved 


through the government's own action. 


jle tor forming the government might be: Honesty above all; in the 
higher posts, independent or impartial men with general experience; in the 
second and third-level posts, men with specialized experience if possible. 
The most important thing is that the people in the higher posts be people 
who are friends of the armed forces and who support its ideas. 


e government must be formed as rapidly as possible. Three months 
nave passed without a government. A government formed in 2 or 3 days woul 
produce a good basis for confidence from the mere fact that it was formed. 


example, the armed forces should begin to prepare the formation of 
municipal councils and governorships with honest, respectable and indepen- 
dent people throughout the country. 


The small enterprise (FENAPES) [not further identified] must participate in 
the formation of the cabinet. 


Dbjiective lo make the most important re‘orms rapidly. 


he tollowing reforms can be made under the constitution's framework: 


The following laws should be amended: 1) The law on the central reserve 
hank and the monetary board; B) The law on credit institutions and auxil- 
iry organizations; C) The law on the National Agency for the Financing 
f Housing Financiera Nacional de la Vivienda’, savings and loan associa- 
tions and creation of the commercial insurance institute and D) The cormer- 
il code. 
purpose f these reforme would be to e.iminate the financial monopoly 
e] by a few families, to prevent profiteering, to make the utilization 


f credit more just and soctally efficient, to grant more benefits to savers 


ind policyholders and to keep people from taking advantage of their savings 
etiorts r. in ther words, to correct the flaws in the system. 
- rastic corrections the sugar am basic grains marketing svstem. 


he respective Laws wust be amended and bedies should be created to watch 
ver maneuvers ¢t mtrol the market in order to prevent hoarding, monopolies 


ind priceeceiling violations, 














C-3) Strict control of export and import prices. 





This would avert a foreign exchange drain and increases in the prices of 
imported goods, 


C-4) Immediate. reation of the Institute of Standards and Quality Control 
[Instituto de Normas y Calidades] 

[This would be a guarantee for consumers. It would be an autonomous agency 
staffed with particularly honest and qualified persons [words indistinct] 
reform and strengthening of the institutions that currently provide finan- 


cing to the small- and medium-sized enterprises. 


Not only the laws but their administration would have to be streamlined. 
Their financi.il capacity would have to be bolstered. 


C-6) Resolute support for small- and medium-sized enterprises. 
--in the financial aspect 
--Through technical assistance 


--By revising the pertinent legislation, such as turning into law a bill 


which hes been for years at the Economy Ministry. The bill seeks to reduce 
the prices of automotive spare parts. 
C-7) Tax reforms, 


--Strict tax reforms which, although preserving the reinvestment capacity 
of big capital would prevent profiteering. This may be the best way to re- 
duce the cconomic power of the economically powerful sector. The tax on 
coffee and sugar would be included here. 


~-Strict tax control in order to prevent tax evasion. 

'-8) Comprehensive agrarian reform, 

--The coffee rust has introduced a new perspective in the agrarian reform, 
Fighting coffee rust requires constant effort and substantial financing, 
Coffee is the mainstay of our economy and if coffee rust is not controlled 
our economy will be destroyed. 

Perhaps it would be best for our national interests to leave coffee farms 
untouched, However, the excess earnings of the owners and the economic 


power of the major coffee growers may be curtailed through tax reforms, 


Moreover, the idling of lands is a decisive factor in the paralyzation of 
our economy and is a tremendous injustice for several reasons, 
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Consequently, the following may be carried out immediately: 


A) A quick distribution of the lands held by the Salvadoran Institute of 
Agrarian Transformation (ISTA). 


B) A purge at ISTA. 
C) An amendment to ISTA's law. 


D) An amendment or derogation (as may be decided after an urgent study) to 
the law on the idling of lands. 


E) The expropriation of large idle landholdings. 

F) The rigorous enforcement of ISTA's law. 

G) Planning to provide support specifically to over 200,000 small- and 
medium-sized owners so they may produce more and obtain more for their 
products. 

C-9) Labor reforms. 

A) The introduction of the necessary amendments to the \jabor code in order 
to preveit employers from utilizing procedural tricks and chicanery against 
workers, 


B) The strict enforcement of the labor laws upon employers. 


C) The eradication of corruption in connection with the enforcement of 
labor laws, 


D) The eradication of politicization in the trade unions. 
E) The eradication of exploitation of workers by labor leaders. 
[Objective] D: Call for election of constituent assembly. 


--The government must announce that elections for a constituent assembly 
will be called soon. 


--The Central Elections Council [Consejo Central de Elecciones] must be 
formed forthwith with honest, independent and capable persons, 


--Logically, the call will be viable once the country has returned to normal, 
--Therefore, the elections should \ve held not later than | year from now, 
8 February 1980 


[Signed] Gen Alberto Medrano, Identity card No 1-5-005937, 
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EL SALVADOR 


ARCHBISHOP ROMERO VIEWS ARMED FORCES PRONOUNCEMENT 
PA292110 San Salvador Radio Cadena Central in Spanish 1845 GMT 28 Feb 80 PA 
[Interview with San Salvador Archbishop Romero 28 February--recorded] 


[Excerpts] What can you tell us about the armed forces pronouncement re- 
iterating the principles of the 15 October proclamation, the government 
platform of the coordinating board and the request of the Christian Demo- 
cratic Party [PDC] that the military implicated in the frustrated coup be 
punished? 


[Answer| As I said originally, today I am engaged in other types of reflec- 
tions, reflections of a spiritual nature, but this does not prevent me from 
giving an opinion on the topics you have just mentioned. I do not do so 
with the competence of one who has studied them in depth, because I have 

not had the opportunity to do so, but given the opinions I expressed on the 
country's situation, I would say my opinion does not respond fully to a 
study of the documents which you mentioned but is only my general view on 
them, 


Regarding the link between the killing of Dr Zamora and the armed forces 
pronouncement, I frankly do not know much. I have heard of it only 
superficially and would like to study it more. I will say, however, that 
if the teeling of solidarity with Doctor Zamora is to be frank and sincere, 
it must be, as I have always said, it must be a sincere desire to carry out 
the 15 October proclamation. I have said many times that words and feelings 
are not enough, because we want to see deeds. Regarding the armed forces, 
the deeds are evident. As long as the brutal repression which is causing 
more and more bloodshed among our people persists, such words and feelings 
are not convincing we want the goodwill of the governmert to be shown 

by an end to repression, with the government as the sponsor of an anti- 
oligarchic government and not an antipopular government. 


Therefore, Dr Zamora's death can be another appeal for this sincerity and 
effectiveness on the part of the government. Let us hope to God that this 
will be so, because I have always said that I do not doubt that there is a 
healthy side to our country and that it must prevail over anything that 
detracts from the deep welfare of the people, as are the deep structural 
changes that are so urgently needed. 
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The second part of your question refers to the gcvernment platform of the 
coordinating board. I am not familiar with that either. But I am glad that 
responses are being given to one of the desires I expressed on behalf of the 
people. The popular political organizations must not be content with solely 
negative criticism, but must present a program which brings the people 
together. If this platform is offered not as a dogmatic formula but as a 
call for democratic opinions from the people, I think a great strike forward 
will be taken. 


it is very dangerous when organizations abandon the dogmatic idea of trying 

to be the one that resolves the problem and do not allow dialog with any 

other organization. The opening to dialog and a sincere search for an 
expression cf the desire of the people is a great step, and the organizations, 
which are a veritable political necessity, will thus fulfill their duty of 
being pressure forces and consolidating the people to express what the people 
really need. 


I hope to study this more in depth, but for now I am glad that a search has 


peen made for a platform. But this should be open to the general opinion 
of the people. 
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EL SALVADOR 


ANEP OUTLINES OBJECTIVES FOR GOVERNMENT PROGRAM 
PAO20107 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 1 Mar 80 pp 47, 50 PA 


Excerpts! Although the National Association of Private Enterprise [ANEP] 
is not a political institution, it would be willing to support a government 
platform, ANEP President Eduardo Palomo said. 


In his televised statement last night, Palomo discussed his group's position 
with regard to the national situation. 


[In outlining ANEP's objectives, Palomo said that the organization is not 
opposed to changes; on the contrary, it promotes and supports them as long 
as they are designed for good and to build a better country rather than 
for evil and destruction. 


"We do not want to pay the price that international communism is making 
other countries pay and which it is already beginning to force upon us; that 
is, having to go begging in the capitals of developed countries to obtain 
gifts and loans to reconstruct our economy,” he said. 


The objectives proposed by Palomo in the name of ANEP are the following: 


1. To achieve political, economic and social stability within a democratiza- 
tion process. 


lo fulfill the pledges of the armed forces proclamation of 15 October 1979. 


3}. To call for general elections within a reasonable period of time. 


4. To effect profound structural changes within a climate of peace and 
tranquillity. 


5. To effect profound structural changes in the national education system. 
6. To effect changes in the field of health. 


7. To make serious and far-reaching decisions in the area of housing to 
eliminate the housing shortage. 
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3. With a spirit of patriotic and effective cooperation, in view of charges 
by politicians and demagogs that there is a "great need" for the national 
private financial system to be reformed, even though it is one of the most 
modern and efficient systems in the region, the financial assoctations 
affiliated with ANEP have offered both the previous and the current govern- 
ment juntas their recommendations for substantially improving the systen, 
since they admit that nothing is perfect anl everything can be improved. 
ANEP would support a government plan designed to implement these measures. 


CSO: 3010 
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EL SALVADOR 


STUDENT LEADER SEES VICTORY FOR PEOPLE 
PA292352 San Salvador Radio Cadena Central in Spanish 1300 GMT 29 Feb 80 PA 


[interview with Oscar Abarca, public relations secretary of the General 
Association of Salvadoran University Students; date not given--recorded] 


[Excerpt] At present we can point to various aspects: for one thing, our 
people have taken huge steps toward their final liberation. They have ad- 
vanced in various aspects--organizationally, in expansion of the political 
struggle, in the struggle to have their demands satisficd. They are also 
joining [the struggle] in greater numbers. In other words, our people are 
massively joining the revolutionary struggle in order to overthrow the 
counterrevolutionary junta as well as imperialist and military control over 
ur country. 


Lately people with no affiliations have taken to the streets along with the 
revolutionary organizations forming the revolutionary mass coordinating board. 
Our people have realized that the revolutionary organizations represented 

on the coordinating board are really their organizations and will guarantee 
them true independence and the construction of a new fatherland. 


Like a waking giant, our people are becoming heroically conscientious. 

The masses, the people, the makers of history, are convinced that here in 
El Salvador there is no democratic [democratista] or reformist solution to 
their problems. Our people have become aware that the alternative is the 
overthrow of the power of the oligarchy, imperialism and tyranny and the 
establishment of a revolutionary and democratic government in which the 
workers, peasants, revolutionary national movement's democratic sectors and 
those political figures identified with the sufferings of our dear people 
can participate. 


That is the alternative for which the Salvadoran people are struggling at this 
point. They are organizing, they are fighting and giving their lives and blood 
in order to achieve liberation and construct a fatherland where the masses, 

the people, the students, the workers and the peasants can live in a world 
filled with happiness, work, housing and food, devoid of exploitation; a world 
from which the filthy cancer of oppression and exploitation is wiped out. 


CSO: 3010 


95 

















EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


AID TO PEACE REQUESTED--"I have absolute faith that in the near future there 
will be peace in our beloved nation," Defense Minister Col Jose Guillermo 
Garcia said yesterday. "But in order to achieve it, all Salvadorans are 
obliged to contribute toward its attainment.” The military chief yesterday 
discussed several aspects of the Salvadoran experience and asked all social, 
political and labor sectors to put aside weapons of violence and seek dialog, 
because only in this way will we be able to save the country. The defense 
minister discussed the crisis being experienced by El Salwador and expressed 
his faith that the situation will gradually return to normal as we all begin 
to understand that we cannot continue to slide downhill without respect for 
the rules of law. [Excerpt] [PA012355 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA 

in Spanish 1 Mar 80 p 39 PA] 


NATIONALLZATIONS HARMFUL--We have heard the arguments of the members of the 
Association of Coffee Processors and Exporters. Clearly and supported by 
figures, they have shown that Decree No 75 of the Revolutionary Government 
Junta which nationalizes the marketing of coffee already is seriously 
affecting the national economy. Through the decree, the government had hoped 
to help the coffee growers, but just the opposite has occurred. Some 

2 months after the decree was issued there is a shortage of foreign exchange, 
greater unemployment, prospects of lower production in the future and, what 

is worse, a possible devaluation of the colon. If the government wants to 
help the producers and save the national economy, it must repeal Decree 75. 
These are some of the harmful effects of the nationalizations which the 
temporary government plans to implement. The nationalizations have been 
conceived from a political viewpoint without technical foundations. This 
will result in constant failures which will increasingiy sink us ‘further into 
economic chaos and misery. It would be wise if the temporary government would 
consult with the experts before it continued with the planned nationalizations. 
It should set aside political views, which are not always correct, particular- 
ly in a country where private enterprise can never be replaced by state 
enterprise. [Text] [PAO10233 San Salvador Radio Cadena Central in Spanish 

1830 GMT 29 Feb 80 PA] 
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GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


UNION SUPPORTS SUGAR WORKERS--Guatemalan labor organizations have expressed 
support for the sugarcane workers. Several Guatemalan unions have expressed 
support for the southern coast agricultural workers’ demands for wage in- 
creases, labor sources reported yesterday. In a communique, the National 
Central of Workers [CNT] said the agricultural workers' struggle is the 
result ot the conditions they have had to endure for a long time. It also 
refuted the charge that the persons involved in the actions are not peasants. 
The CNT also reported that at one of the sugar mills on the southern coast 
agricultural worker Reginaldo Lopez Perez was killed and Fernando de La Rosa, 
Angel Samuel Santos and another unidentified worker were seriously wounded 
and that four workers in another mill were missing. The Association of 
Sugarcane Growers of Guatemala has denounced the presence of political 
agitators in the labor conflicts. It indicated that this is a threat to the 
stability of the region's agricultural activities. It also urged the 

workers to go back to work. [Text] [PA292337 Guatemala City Radio Mundial 

in Spanish 1715 GMT 29 Feb 30 PA] 
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GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


WPA MEMBER ASSASSINATION PLANS--Tnue opposition Working People's Alliance 

in Guyana has produced photostat copies of two documents which the WPA said 
showed plans by the ruling people's National Congress to assassinate leading 
WPA activists. The documents were displayed at the news conference called 
yesterday by the WPA and they referred to the issuing of arms and ammunition 
to a house of Israel cult and plans for fatal attacks on known WPA members. 
[he party also reported the shooting of two of its activists within the 

past week. However, the Guyanese Information Ministry today refuted the 
authenticity of the documents displayed by the WPA describing them as being 
unquestionably bogus. [Excerpts] [FL262054 Kingston Domestic Service 

in English 2030 GMT 26 Feb 80 FL] 


CSO: 3020 


98 





HONDURAS 


JUNTA REAFFIRMS RIGHT OF FREE ELECTIONS 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 29 Jan 80 p 3 
[Article: “Government Reaffirms Interest To Assure Honest Elections" ] 


[Text] The Government Military Junta yesterday reaffirmed to a special 
Andean Pact commission that the Honduran people will have just, incorrupt 
and honest elections next 20 April. 


The commission arrived in Tegucigalpa yesterday at 1200 and at 1400 in the 

afternoon they met with the members of the military triumvirate in the pre- 
sence of the foreign minister of the republic and the ambassadors of Peru, 

Venezuela, Ecuador and Colombia in Honduras. 


The delegation was headed by Dr Hilario Cardozo, Venezuelan ambassador to 
the OAS, Cornelio Reyes, Colombian ambassador to Venezuela; Galo Leoro, spe- 
cial consultant of the Ecuadorean Foreign Ministry, and Dr Carlos Pozzo of 
Venezuela, acting as the delegation's secretary. At the end of the nearly 
l-hour meeting with the military junta, Ambassador Cardozo said in an im- 
promptu press conference, "Our talk with the Honduran leaders revolved 
around the universal worries that we have about the political, social and 
economic fate of these peoples linke? to us. At the present time the de- 
gree of interdependence and connection is such that no problem in one coun- 
try is foreign to any other country,” Cardozo said. 


Ambassador Cardozo added, "The stability or instability the Central Ameri- 
can peoples may experience concern and affect the Andean Pact and Latin 
America in general. For this reason we want to understand and study in 
depth the means to always keep current and evident the Andean countries’ 
plan to always be ready te contribute toward or support everything that con- 
stitutes an opening toward freedom, toward self-determination of peoples, 
toward the guarantee of democracy as a system of government. We respect the 
principle of nonintervention, of self-determination of peoples, and we be- 
lieve that protection of human rights, principles of international social 
justice and assertion of democracy are values that must always have our 
cooperation... 
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“That the Andean Pact will encourage all those de facto or constitutional 
governments, to the extent that they continue asserting their will to move 
toward institutionalizing democracy, toward guaranteeing freedom through 
programs that really show the sincerity of their purpose, thus therefore, 
the Andean Pact group would hav: no motive for disavowing them or limiting 
its connections with them, because to do so would discourage the people's 
strong desires for the above-mentioned goals. As long as these rights are 
not hampered, the Andean Pact members assert and guarantee not only the 
mutual coexistence of different peoples but also we affirm unity in encour- 
aging within each country these intense desires for freedom." 


The Situation in El Salvador and Bowdler's Visit 


"Of course the present situation in El Salvador worries us," said Ambassa- 
dor Reyes. 


“But the fact that William Bowdler is passing through here or has visited 
this area is a coincidence. We are all worried about the Central American 
situation. There is a valid uneasiness, a collective anguish that Central 
America have peace and institutional stability. Mr Bowdler, as the repre- 
sentative of a great nation that we respect has the full right to come here 
asking what is happening in this area, but these are two completely indep- 
endent visits,” the Colombian diplomat explained. 


Ambassador Cardozo then said that many subjects were discussed with Honduras’ 
military leaders, including the problem with El Salvador, the country's econ 
omic condition, bilateral pacts and above all “the Government Military Jun- 
ta's reaffirmation to guarantee a voting plan so the Honduran people can 
move toward belonging among the countries that have representative democ- 


racy. 


The Andean group delegation started its journey in Panama, went on to Costa 
Rica, was in Nicaragua on Sunday, in Honduras yesterday, and is visiting 
Guatemala today. 
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HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


ELECTION INTERFERENCE COMMENTARY=--The main objective behind the campaign of 
sensationalist news being promoted through rumors and speculations, is to 
prevent Hondurans from participating in the 20 April elections. The campaign 
is against the elections, the Constituent Assembly and the constitutional 
system. There heve even been threats of violence in case the results of the 
elections are not tavorable to the antidemocr’tic sectors, which are com- 
posed of professional agitators. They are alyveady complaining about an 
electoral fraud so that they cen start disorders and create a state of 
anarchy. However, the Honduran people disapprove of the objectives and 
methods of these enemies of democracy. The polls will decide democratically 
who will be the deputies to the Constituent Assembly that is responsible 

for drafting a new constitution. The government ministry has given full 
support to the National Electoral Tribunal in making all the arrangements 

so that the elections are held without any problem and to see that nothing 
is missing in guaranteeing the citizens their right to vote. [Excerpts] 
[PAO20224 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 1 Mar 80 PA] 
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JAMAICA 


MANLEY ALS“S FOR EARLY REPORT ON ELECTORAL SYSTEM 
FL281505 Kingston DAILY GLEANER in Engiish 22 Feb 80 pp 1, 13 FL 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Michael Manley has requested "a realistic indica- 
tion of the month in which the new electoral system will be in place," in « 
letter to the chairman of the Electo: -1 ‘sory Committee, Professor 
Gladstone Milis. 


[he Prime Minister's letter was as fx WS 
"Dear Professor Mills, "You will recall that in my broadcast to the nation on 
Sunday, February 3, I announced that "as soon as the electoral committee is 
able to advise me that an appropriate new electora. system is in place I shall 
immediately call a new electicn.” 


"I should be grateful if you would look at this matter and advise me how soon 
you eetimate this can be done, bearing in mind that the new system would 
presumably be expected to include adequate control over the problems of 
multiple voting and impersonation. 


"Naturally, I would not expect an exact date but it would be extremely 
important to have a realistic indication of the month in which the new 
system should be in place. 


"As | indicated to the selected members of the committee when we met recently, 
the goverament's application for a waiver from the I.M.F. involves standby 
arrangements for foreign-exchange suppert on a short-term basis. No new 

basis long-term agreement will be entered into with the I.M.F. unless and 
until a new election has been held and a mandate in relation to economic 
strategy conferred upon the government which emerges from this election. 


"A realistic impression of the probabie duration of the need for short-term 
foreign-exchange support is, accordingly, of significant national importance 
at this time. 


"In this regard, I would suggest that you consult the whole electoral 
committee so that we have their cunsidered collective view. 


"I look forward to hearing from you.’ 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


JLP PREDICTS ELECTION DATE--According to JLP [Jamaica Labor Party] deputy 
leader Pernell Charles, Prime Minister Manley will be calling elections for 
July fourth. Mr Charles told a JLP rally at (Petersville), Westmorland, 
last night that Mr Man’ey would soon be announcing that the electoral 
committee could not have the new electoral list ready before the latter part 
of this year and since the economy could not hold out until that time, 
elections would be called for July. However, the JLP official warned that 
his party would take the people to the streets if an attempt was made to use 
the old electoral list in the forthcoming elections. He charged that the 
use of the old list would disenfranchise 600,000 young people and that it 
contained 100,000 bogus names. Mr Charles also stated that the JLP's inten- 
cion was to ask the United Nations and the United States to keep an eye on 
the Cubans here in the event that Cuba interferred in Jamaica's internal 
affairs. This he said would be to ensure that the elections would be free 
and fair. [Text] [FL231807 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1730 GMT 
23 Feb 80 FL} 
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MEXICO 


EXPANSION OF BORDER INDUSTRIES SEEN AS POSSIBLE 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 2 Feb 80 p 6 


[Text] Yesterday, the Official Gazette of the Federation published the pre- 
sidential decree which establishes optional systems for industrial promo- 
tion in the nation's border areas and duty-free zones. By virtue of this 
decree, industrialists on the borders and in the duty-free zones may choose, 
for new investments or for the expansion of the existing ones, between the 
benefits granted by the decree of 20 October 1978 for industrial promotion 
or those stipulated in the decrees of 2 February and 6 March 1979, which 
establish a program of incentives for territorial decentralization of the 
industries called for in the National Plan of Urban Development and Tax In- 
centives for Promotion of Employment and Investment in Industrial Activi- 
ties. 


The Secretariats of Finance and Public Credit, and Patrimony and Industrial 
Development, and the other members of the CODEF [Committee on Development 
and Tax Incentives ?] evaluated the problems of the country's border areas, 
and made the decision to increase the opportunities for industrial promo- 
tion in the border areas and duty-free zones, by implementing the incentives 
called for in the decree of 6 March, which fosters investment and employ- 
men: in industrial activities, for the purpose of associating them fitting- 
ly with the Complete Development Plan, the National Urban Development Plan, 
the Policies for Promoting Employment and the Program for the Development 

of the Border Areas and Duty-Free Zones. 


According to a statement made yesterday by the general coordinator of the 
National Program for the Development of the Border Areas and Duty~Free Zones, 
the presidential decree which was published in the Official Gazette today 
reveals once again the federal government's determination to attach priority 
to the development of our borders. 


This new provision is the federal government's positive response to the pro- 
posals made to the Secretariats of Finance and Public Credit, and Patrimony 
and Industrial Development, to grant the same type of tax benefits to all 

of the country's investors; because this does not represent an increase in 
the incentives, but it does increase the options of the industrialists in 
the area for making use of the tax incentive system which is best suited to 
their investment requiremerts. 
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The regulation of 2 February 1979 establishes geographical zones for grant- 
ing tax incentives to the areas of the country with the least relative de- 
velopment; and that of 6 March of the same year specifies those incentives 
and the priority industrial activities which can benefit from them, through 
the issuance of Tax Promotion Certificates (CEPROFI1), with which any tax can 
be paid during a period of 5 years following their issuance, and which could 
represent from 5 to 20 percent of the investment in the case of large indus- 
tries, and up to 25 percent in the case of small industries. The country's 
border areas and duty-free zones will also continue to *enefit from the 
granting, by means of the CEPROFI, of 5 percent for the purchase of new ma- 
chinery, equipment and parts produced domestically. 


In order to make the new decree operative, articles of the aforementioned 
decrees stating that the border industries would not benefit from the tax 
incentives called for in them, but only those granted in the decree of 20 
October 1978, were reroaled, 
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MEXICO 


VAT INCREASES INFLATION RATE BY 10 PERCENT 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 3 Feb 80 Sec A pp l, 9 


[Text] Despite the 6 percent discount that the Secretariat of Finance grant- 
ed on items in stock in commerce and industry (which will be depleted this 
month), Mexicans have begun to "receive the benefit of the tax change." 


In January of this year, the national consumer price index rose 4.9 percent 
over the December figure; and, in Mexico City, there was a 5 percent in- 
crease in that index, and that on wholesale prices here showed a 5.4 percent 
hike, representing record inflation rates for a single month. 


The foregoing is evident from official data supplied by the Bank of Mexico, 
which warrant predicting an additional increase in the 10 percent inflation 
rate starting in March, merely because of the effect of the Value Added 

Tax [VAT] without counting the constant changes in prices of the products 
consumed by the people. 


When the stocks come to an end, with good or bad management of the new tax, 
which is being used to divert the real financial impact, it is believed that, 
starting in March of this year, the food basket will be more expensive, es- 
pecially for those hordes of Mexicans who are not earning wages in the urban 
areas or who have a very precarious standard of living in the rural areas. 


The Bank of Mexico, which is in charge of the systems for investigating the 
movement of prices, states: 


"The size of the variation in these indexes is based, directly or indirectly, 
on factors which have been identified, such as the adoption of the Value 
Added Tax, the new minimum wages, the sluggishness in the increase of many 
prices of products produced and sold by the private sector and the hike in 
official prices of steel and sugar." 


It adds: 
Initial Impact of the VAT 


"3tudies made by the Bank of Mexico show that 41.3 percent of the variation 
an the consumer price index is attributable to the initial impact of the 
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enactment of the Value Added Tax; in other words, 4.9 percent of the in- 
crease which occurred during the first month of 1980, or 2.02 percent, was 
due to that tax." 


In addition, “It has been noted that 47.7 percent of that variation is a 
result of the current minimum wages and of the natural increase in prices; 
and 11 percent is due to the rise in sugar prices and to the repercussions 


of the hike in steel prices." 


Although the percentual variation in the national consumer price index was 
4.9 percent, let us observe how it affected the price increases according 
to categories, from December to January in 1979-80: 


Medical care and health preservation, 10.8 percent; clothing and footwear, 
8.2; furniture and housewares, 6.7; education, recreation and entertain- 
ment, 5.2; transporation and communications, 4.7; food, beverages and to- 
bacco, 3 percent; gross rent, provisions and lighting, 1.6; and other goods 
and services, 12.3. 


The Central Bank expressed the view that: 


"When observed on the basis of product, the behavior of the national consu- 
mer price index was caused by the impact of the increased prices for hotel 

ad mote! services, bar and restaurant service, sugar, footwear, medical 
services, entertainment, beef, urban bus service and bread." 


[t reported: “Other goods and services the prices of which increased, but 
with little effect on the index, were metal furniture, dry cleaning ser- 
vice, motorcycles, canned meat, wax matches and beauty salon service." 


And it claimed: "The effects of the aforementioned increases were mitigated 
by the cut in prices of tomatoes, green chiles, carrots and onions." 


Difference in the Increases 


When the categories and their percentual variation are examined, according 
to the Bank of Mexico's experts, "One is struck by the difference between 
the average increases. Insofar as food, beverages and tobacco are concern- 
ed, the relatively slight variation may be attributed, on the one hand, to 
the new minimum wages and to the hike in sugar prices; and, on the other, 
to the fact that the majority of basic products are exempted from the VAT, 
and to the 6 percent discount that the Secretariat of Finance granted on 
the price of stocks as of 31 December." 


With regard to the general consumer price index, it was concluded that, 
"The variations in the other categories are explained by their different 
rates of manpower participation, varying natural tendencies in the price 
increases and differing expectations concerning inflation associated with 
each one of them." 
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The comment was also made, with respect to the increase in the consumer 
price index for Mexico City, that it amounted to 5 percent from December 
1979 to January 1980, and “was caused by the same products cited in the 
general index, with the exception of urban passenger transportation ser- 
vice." 


The 5.4 percent increase in the wholesale price index for Mexico City was 
ascribed mainly "to the rise in prices of iron and steel products, sugar, 
wool cashmere, coal, cigarettes, beer, leather and hides, manta [coarse 
cotton cloth], footwear and tires, and to the effect of the noteworthy drop 
in prices of tomatoes, onions and green chiles." 


Finally, the institution noted that the greatest increases in consumer prices 
during January occurred in San Luis Potosi, Acapulco and Puebla, while they 
were slight in Monterrey, Merida and Mexicali. 
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MEXICO 


NEW GAS LINE TO U.S. DUE FOR MARCH COMPLETION 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 2 Feb 80 Sec B pp l, 4 


(Text}] The construction of the new gas pipeline which will be used to ship 
natural gas to the United States will be completed this March, and it will 
replace the present means of transportation, according to the agreement 
made between the purchasing companies and Mexican Petroleum. 


fhe foregoing announcement was made by the oil company, which stated that 
the exports of the hydrocarbon to the United States have remained "normal," 
without any kind of setback thus far. 


lt was reported that, as of the last day of January, the volume of exports 
amounted to nearly 4.5 billion cubic feet; and the cost of the shipments 
was $3.62 per thousand cubic feet of natural gas. 


The price has been set, just as in the case of petroleum, for the first quar- 
ter of the year; and, at the end of this period, the pertinent negotiations 
will begin to study a possible increase in the price of the Mexican hydro- 
carbon. 


Moreover, it was announced that the gas pipeline through which exports have 
been made since 15 January will soon be replaced by a new unit, the construc- 
tion of which is now well under way. 


it was noted that the date for completion of the project has been set for 
March, but that it may not go into operation until a few weeks later, since 
there is no hurry about putting it into service. 


Mexican Petroleum pointed out that the construction of the pipeline is re- 
lated to one of the agreements included by the six U.S. purchasing com- 
panies and PEMEX itself in the contract for exports of Mexican natural gas. 


[Insofar as the possibility of an increase occurring in the volumes exported 
as a result of the new gas pipeline is concerned, it was explained that the 
initial agreement was for only 300 million cubic feet per day, and that 
they are working with that idea in mind. 


Nevertheless, PEMEX technicians agreed that, with the new transportation 
facility, the handling capacity will increase considerably; something which 
could be a deciding factor in the determination regarding the exporting of 
more natural gas in the future. 
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MEXICO 


MERCHANT FLEET INSUFFICIENT FOR PEMEX NEEDS 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 2 Feb 80 Sec A p 26 


[Text] Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, 1 February--The national merchant fleet is 
inadequate to meet the demand from Mexican Petroleum [PEMEX]; and, this 
year alone, 27 billion pesos were spent to pay for freight charges and the 
leasing of foreign vessels. 


A study made by the Mexican Merchant Marine indicates that the amount of 
foreign exchange lost as a result of ship leasing might well be invested in 
our own merchant fleet. 


A single vesse\ which PEMEX leases costs $15,000 per ton, and causes an out- 
lay of $1 million per month, when one considers the fact that the ship has 
a 65,000-ton capacity. 


[n Campeche Sound alone, there are 50 supply and tugboats, in addition to 
15 helicopters, leased by PEMEX, all of which have foreign crews. 


2909 
CSO: 3010 


110 








NICARAGUA 


PLI LEADER DISCUSSES CONSOLIDATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES 
PAO31959 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 3 Mar 80 PA 


[Interview with Rodolfo Robelo Herrera, national leader of the Independent 
Liberal Party; date, place not given--recorded] 


[Text] [Robelo Herrera] The revolutionary process that was started in 
Nicaragua on 19 July 1979 with the massive participation of the Nicaraguan 
people after a brilliant victory with the Sandinist National Liberation 
Front [FSLN] in the vanguard calls for its consolidation now in times of 
peace. We won the war but it is probably more difficult to achieve peace. 


Regarding the consolidation of this revolutionary process, we have received 
the cooperation of the various political organizations interested in the 
continuation, perpetuation and guarantee of the Nicaraguan revolution in 
order to lay the groundwork for true democratization of the country. 


Representatives of various political organizations such as the FSLN, the 
Independent Liberal Party [PLI], the Nicaraguan Socialist Party, the Nica- 
raguan Democratic Movement, the Communist Party of Nicaragua and the 
Peoples Social Christian Party have been holding talks on this consolida- 
tion, Many meetings have been held and consensus has been reached. I am 
very pleased because the results of these meetings have been positive. 

The formition of this eminently democratic bloc has been already announced 
by the FSLN, These organizations interested in cooperating with and strength- 
ening Nicaragua's democratization process have drafted a project which will 
subsequeritly be discussed by the leadership of the various parties which 
make up this bloc. The parties involved will ratify the project and once 
this is done, it will be publicly announced. 


[Question] Has this bloc of political parties or patriotic front of polit- 
ical parties discussed the threat that the CIA represents with its inter- 
ference in Nicaragua? 


[Answer] Nicaraguan history is tragic in this regard. We have experienced 
U.S, intervention. This intervention increased after the CIA was created 
because it had experts and large economic resources to destabilize all 
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those regimes that wanted to maintain their sovereignty and independence. 
Nicaragua is not an exception. Of course, we are aware of its maneuvers 
aimed at extinguishing the revolutionary process of Nicaragua and dis- 
crediting the policy that is being carried out by the government of national 
recons*ruction and the FSLN. This is a permanent threat to the revolution- 
ary pr cess of Nicaragua. Consequently, this unity, in its condition a. 

the main pillar of the revolution, is aimed at consolidating and defending 
the Nicaraguan revolutionary process and promoting the country's development 
to guarantee socioeconomic changes based on democracy and national indepen- 
dence. All of this will be achieved through the patrictic participation 

of each of the organizations which make up the bloc. In this regard, the 
Nicaraguans are full of patriotism and feel a commitment due to the blood 
shed by all the martyrs over a period of 45 years. We have the patriotic 
and fundamental duty of joining our efforts to defend ourselves to the end 
to guarantee a victory for this process. This victory will not only belong 
to the Nicaraguan people but to all the people in Latin America and the 
world who are oppressed by U.S, imperialism, 
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NICARAGUA 


BISHOPS REQUEST JUST INVESTIGATION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 
PAO31258 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2017 GMT 2 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] Managua, 2 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--In a message to Catholic parishioners 
read today in church, the Nicaraguan Episcopal Conference calls for "a 
prompt and just investigation of the crimes with which political prisoners 
are charged." 


The Sandinist government leaders have repeatedly stated that in the Nica- 
raguan jails “there are no political prisoners, only former members of the 
Somozist government who are being tried for their crimes against the people.” 


The main part of the Episcopal letter, released on the occasion of Lent, 
states: 


"On this occasion our thoughts go out to the sick, the old, the widows, the 
orphans, the children whose parents are in jail, the political privoners 
who deserve the respect due every human being and for whom we reguest a 
prompt and just investigation of their crimes," 


It adds: "We firmly hope there will be no place in our fatherland for 
torture, the acts of those people who do not respect the dignity of man." 


The Nicaraguan bishops state that "as Christians at the beginning of a new 
page in our national history, we must accept the responsibility of being 
just and defending justice, and thereby peace. He who remains quiet in 

the face of injustice either out of fear or for personal gain, is collabor- 
ating with it." 


According to the document, authority and force must be subjected to truth 
and justice if they are not to degenerate into violence, 


The document then warns that “one must prepare to endure shortages with 
austerity and keep the majority of people which is without resources from 
having to endure the consequences." 


"We must share our possessions with the neediest, for to squander private 
or public money while the people lack essentials would be selfish and ir- 
responsible," the bishops note. 
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The Nicaraguan Episcopal Conference asks Cathclics to live their faith 
more firmly. "Believers should adopt a brave stand in the face of the 
materialistic and atheist propaganda that seeks to undermine our people's 
faith." 


In their message the bishops also refer to the worlds of Christ found in 
the bible and warn that “vengeance, false and anonymous accusations, the 
moral or civic destruction of another person in order to obtain personal 
gains and the stimulation of violence constitute attitudes totally opposed 
to the spirit of che gospel and should not lay the groundwork for peace in 
the new Niceragua.” 


They also cail for a struggle against the vices that destroy the dignity 
of man, 


To conclude, the bishops state that Lent "is a suitable time to analyze 
the concept of authority as an unselfish service to the community and the 
protection of the weak and defenseless." 
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NICARAGUA 


POLITICAL FIGURE DIES MYSTERIOUSLY 
PAO32133 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1550 GMT 3 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] Managua, 3 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--Microneurosurgeon and politician Socrates 
Flores Vivas and his son Rodrigo died yesterday at a beach resort on the 
Pacific under circumstances being investigated by Nicaraguan security. 


Flores Vivas was secretary general of the Independent Liberal Party (PLI) 
and the party's delegate to the Council of State to be installed here on 
G May. 


He and his son were seen yesterday talking to a man at the edge of a cliff 
at the beach resort El Transito, where he and his family were spending the 
weekend. 


According to Flores' wife Gabriela, both he and his son, as well as the 
man with them suddenly disappeared. 


An investigation is underway to determine if Flores and his son were mur- 
dered or if they met with an accident, 


The bodies of Flores Vivas and his son were found later at the foot of the 
cliff. 


Flores Vivas is the second PLI leader in less than a month to die under 
strange and tragic circumstances. Fanor Rodriguez Osorio was assassinated 
earlier in Matagalpa, in the north, 


While in university, Flores Vivas, 37, was a leader of the revolutionary 
student front, which is regarded as the steppingstone to the Sandinist 
National Liberation Front. 


Throughout his life he opposed the Anastasio Somoza regime. 
As a leader of the national patriotic front, to which his party belonged, 


he participated in the international mediation on Nicaragua sponsored by 
a mediating commission sent by the OAS before Somoza's fall. 
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At the time of his death, he was participating in talks to organize a 
patriotic anti-imperialist front in which the country's leftist parties 
would participate. 


Flores Vivas graduated from a Nicaraguan university. He did graduate 
studies in neurosurgery in Colombia and completed specialization in micro- 


neurosurgery in Switzerland. 


The funeral is tomorrow. 
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NICARAGUA 


COMMANDERS GIVE IMPRESSIONS OF NEW PEOPLES MILITIAS 
PA291917 Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 1200 GMT 25 Feb 80 PA 


[Excerpts] Commanders of the revolution Bayardo Castano, Henry Ruiz, 
Humberto Ortega, Luis Carrion, Victor Tirado and Carlos Nunez, as well as 
Eden Pastora, commander of the peoples militias, gave their impressions 
of the ceremony in which the first 1,200 members of the Sandinist Peoples 
Militias were sworn in yesterday at Roberto Clemente Stadium in Masaya. 


[Begin recording} [Question] How do the members of the National Directorate 
[of the Sandinist National Liberation Front] feel at this time, as the 
peoples militias are formally established and are marching by? We are 

going to make a survey of the members of the National Directorate. 

Companero Bayardo Arce, what do you think? 


[Arce] I feel great satisfaction in seeing that we are beginning to 
crystallize Sandino's dream of having all the Nicaraguan people in arms 

to defend their conquests, to deepen their conquests, to guarantee the 
integrity of the revolution and guarantee national sovereignty and decorum. 


For us it is a truly impressive spectacle to see these workers and peasants, 
men and women, marching past. They make up the initial core of this great 
contingent of forces that will be our people in arms--the Sandinist Peoples 
Militias. 


[Question] Companero Modesto, Henry Ruiz, how do you feel at this time, as 
this beautiful parade goes by? 


[Ruiz] I feel Sandinist emotion. 


[Question] Sandinist emotion. That is enough. What are you feeling, 
Commander Humberto Ortega? 


[Ortega] The same thing as Commander Ruiz; a great Sandinist and revolu- 
tionary emotion. 


[Question] And now the thoughts of the commander of the militias, Commander 
Eden Pastora, the famous Cero. Eden, what do you think of this beautiful 
moment we are experiencing? 
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[Pastora] These are the happiest moments we have experienced since the 
entry [into Managua] on 19 July. This is the force that will crush the 
counterrevolution. These are the peoples in arms. These are the workers 
of the fields and the city, organized and preparing to defend the conquests 
of the revolution, the revolution of all Nicaraguans. 


[Question] And Commander Victor Tirado, what do you think of this moment 
as we are seeing the actual birth of the Sandinist Peoples Militias? 


([Tirado}] I feel that at this time the true army for the salvation or protec- 
tion of our revolution is being established, because in order to repel an 
invasion and prevent the counterrevolution from emerging and being 
strengthened, there is a single goal--construction of the Sandinist Peoples 
Militias, the soul and heart of all real and true revolutions. 


(Question] Commander Carlos Nunez, what do you think of this beautiful moment? 
[Nunez] Well, the Sandinist Defense Committees [CDS] are the walls that 

block the advance of the counterrevolution. The Sandinist Peoples Militias 

are undoubtedly the instrument by which all the work of the mass organizations 
is utilized. Above all, the creation of the Sandinist Peoples Militias 
demonstrates cur people's indomitable fighting spirit and shows that the 
revolution is irreversible, is advancing, and now no one can stop it. 


‘Ouestion} This is the army that will defend the revolution? 


[Nunez] This is the army that will defend the revolution in times of peace 
and war. [end recording] 
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NICARAGUA 


ATTORNEY GENERAL REFERS TO SOMOZA'S ASSETS 
PA291633 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 28 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] The Somizists and the Somoza family in their flight took assets and 
money which belong to the Nicaraguan people. The money is in U.S. and 
European banks and enterprises. The attorney general's office in coordina- 
tion with the Central Bank has managed to stop several payments in banks 
abroad, Attorney General Ernesto Castillo has reported. In addition he said: 


[Begin recording] Part of the money which Somoza and Somozists took out 
during the final days has been returned to the country. There is the case 
of the wife of Heberto Sanchez. We stopped payment on a $2 million check 
which she was going to receive through a U.S. bank. 


Next we began in investigation, taking advantage of the campaign ot solidarity 
with the Nicaraguan people, and we have been able to find out a great deal 
about Somoza's assets in Europe, the United States, Panama and Colombia. 

We already have a definite idea of his assets in those places and we are 
preparing the corresponding actions to legally recover those assets for the 
Nicaraguan people. 


[Question] Do you have an estimate of how much money has been recovered 
from what the Somozists took? 


[Answer] It is hard to give an estimate. However, in addition t> money, we 
have recovered private aircraft from Somoza and Somozists airlines, fishing 
boats, and cars which had been taken to Central American countries. I do 
not have the figures on hand to give you an exact amount of what has been 
recovered. 


[Question] What about efforts being carried out in Europe, could you tell 
more about it? 


[Answer] Somoza had established a series of corporations in which we had 
invested. One of these corporations has its main office in Europe. What we 
are trying to find out is where these corporations are so that in time we 
can cake legal action to have that money turned over to our country. As I 
said before, we do have a clear idea of the situation. [end recording] 
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NICARAGUA 


ARCE URGES NEWSMEN ON REVOLUTIONARY ROLE 
PAO20114 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 1 Mar 80 PA 


[Speech by newsman and commander of the revolution Bayardo Arce Castano at 
Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Square in Managua following a march on the eve of 
Newsmen's Day, 29 February--recorded] 


[Excerpt] Let our people not be deceived by the maneuvers of their enemies. 
Let our people realize that with subtleties and coverups their revolutionary 
process may be threatened. Let our people learn to distinguish things so 
that it will not be necessary for evidence to be presented at a session of 
the U.S. House of Representatives that here there already is a CIA plan to 
destabilize our revolutionary process. 


We should not have waited for the House of Representatives to reveal that 

the CIA is here. Our journalists should have detected this beforehand. 

They should have perceived this beforehand, and they should have prepared 

our people to recognize any agent moving around in our country surreptitious- 
ly, trying to sabotage our revolution. 


We must maintain a more vigilant attitude, even regarding the smallest de- 
tails. To us it is very significant that while in the United States the CIA 
is barefacedly making efforts to sabotage our economic reactivation process 
at a closed-door session; that while the CIA there is trying to sabotage 

a U.S. financing plan so that we will not be able to increase production in 
our country, begin to build schools, hospitals and roads, foster employment 
or finance this year's agricultural and livestock production; at the same 
time here in the country pseudolabor leaders in the CAUS, in the so-called 
central of labor action and unity, have simultaneously launched an offensive 
to try to destabilize our process, using utopian demands and deceiving our 
workers, who justly want to raise their living standards because the 
situation in the country is precarious. 


The journalist must see these coincidences with [word indistinct] and so 
inform our people. It is not by chance that while the revolution is 
struggling with the vast economic problems we inherited from Somoza, while 
it is trying to get financing to get the [economic] reactivation programs 
underway, when we have said a thousand times over that we inherited a 
totally bankrupt country that had only $3 million in its coffers, and that 
the country's economy cannot withstand even the slightest pressure, these 
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disguised agents appear, trying to sabotage the revolution by demanding a 
100-percent salary increase, which would represent 3.5 billion cordobas 
more--3.5 billion cordobas, which would greatly spur the inflation process. 
There is nothing to buy with this money; this money cannot be invested in 
anything, and the only result would be a great hike in the cost of living 
that no one would be able to control. 


The newsman must perceive this situation and must make our workers realize 
the truth. We cannot deceive ourselves by believing that Nicaragua is in a 
position to make all the transformations and establish the justice that we 
would like to and for which so many valuable companions like Aura Ortiz fell. 


We cannot let the people believe in a mirage. This country is bankrupt. 
This country is penniless. And on top of this, while the CIA on one hand 
is trying to block this financing, on the other hand a number of shameless, 
unpatriotic and turncoat businessmen are trying to loot the companies and 
lead them to bankruptcy and suspicious leaders are trying to strzin the 
economy to the breaking point. 


Our people must clearly understand the reality they are facing. We were 
saying that the fund to combat unemployment was not the only reason they 
were not given the 13th-month bonus. This was also a way to contain infla- 
tion. If we had given them the 13th-month bonus 150 million cordobas would 
have flooded the market immediately and there was nothing to be purchased. 
This would have led unscrupulous merchants to increase the prices of products 
in view of the amount of money in circulation, and then these prices would 
never be lowered again. 


{[PAO20123] We have explained in a thousand ways the problems and difficulties 
our revolution is facing. We have pointed out that our main concern must be 
defense of the real salary of the workers, defense of a social income. We 
have tried to keep the workers from paying--and in effect, they no longer do-- 
at the schools [word indistinct] or universities. We have tried to keep them 
from paying for medicine and medical services. We have tried to keep land- 
lords from exploiting them by lowering rents. We have tried to defend their 
income by establishing a price control system for basic grains and foodstuffs. 
We have tried to continue defending the people's income by subsidizing the 
purchase of grain with close to 180 million cordobas so they could be sold 

at prices lower than those at which they were bought. 


The workers and peasants should be tasked with keeping an eye on speculators, 
loansharks and landlords. We must use the pressure of the masses to force 
them to lower the rents, to keep them from renting their old houses at very 
high prices; to make sure that no one raises the price of rice, beans or 
cooking oil by even 1 cent; so that not even one food item is missing from 
the shelves, because there is no reason for it to be missing; because 

$25 million has been spent in these first 2 months [of the year] to buy 
sufficient supplies so that nothing will be scarce in the country. 


But instead of guiding the workers toward these objectives, these agents 
infiltrated into the CAUS are using the ignorance of our workers, their 
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just needs and their just expectations to encourage them to sabotage produc- 
tion, to halt production by making demands that cannot be fulfilled. 


To us, I repeat, it is very symptomatic that the CIA is trying to block the 
granting of a loan; that the businessmen here are trying to drive the 
companies to bankruptcy; that the merchants are beginning to hoard food- 
stuffs, creating a false scarcity, and that at this same time some who call 
themselves labor leaders are encouraging the workers to make demands that 
would make our economy explode into pieces. 


It seems as if we are living in Chile in 1973. Fortunately, the U.S. Congress 
revealed that the CIA is here. And, as we know, the CIA is not a press 

office here to gather information. We know it is an organization that heads 
counterrevolutions against all of the peoples of the Third World. 


But journalists, by knowing each of these experiences and transmitting them 

to the very last Nicaraguan, will be making their greatest revolutionary 
contribution. And then we will really be able to say that journalism is 
playing a profoundly revolutionary role; that Alvaro Montoya, that Aura Ortiz, 
and Manuel Diaz (Ipotelo) did not fall in vain; that this revolution will not 
be turned back like Chile's was; and that the Nicaraguan revolution, by 
whatever means is necessary and whatever the cost may be, will give the 
workers and the peasants the fatherland that Sandino promised them. Free 
fatherland or death. 
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NICARAGUA 


BORGE WARNS ABOUT REMOVING CAPITAL FROM BUSINESSES 


PA032035 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 3 Mar 80 PA 


[Excerpt] If there were jails for Somozists, there would also have to be 
jails for all those big bourgeois [burguesotes] who are withdrawing capital 
from their enterprises, Commander Tomas Borge warned at an event held by 
the workers of the health sector at the Espana athletic installations. He 
was referring to the new law establishing punishment for the firms which 
are removing their capital from the country or boycotting production as 
well as their managers or executives who are involved in these activities. 


Commander Borge also made the health workers promise to improve their atten- 
tion to patients admitted at the hospitals or polyclinics. Many times a 
smile is a greater cure than a pill, Borge said. 


Here are excerpts of Borge's statement made at noon yesterday: 


[Begin recording] There are certain would be leaders who are trying to 
confuse the workers, There is also a sector of society that, playing up 

to the game of imperialism, is trying to destabilize our revolutionary 
process, There are certain big bourgeois who are going around trying to 
withdraw capital from businesses and sabotage production. They should know 
that we will not deal with them lightly. We are not going to be easy on 
them because the doors of the jails are being opened for them just as they 
were for the Somozists. [applause] 


The worst crime that can be committed in this country is to sabotage pro- 
duction in one way or another. The big bourgeois and the opportunist 
would be leaders must think twice because the revolution will deal with 
them harshly and they better know this once and for all. Those firms from 
which is being removed capital are not only going tc be intervened and 
seized, but the persons found responsible for it will be tried, sentenced 
and imprisoned, 
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NICARAGUA 


NUNEZ TELLEZ COMMENTS ON ROLE OF LABOR UNIONS 
PAO11348 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 20 Feb 80 pp 3, 5 PA 


[Interview with commander of the revolution Carlos Nunez Tellez, member of 
the Joint National Directorate of the Sandinist National Liberation Front, 
by unidentified questioner; date and place not specified] 


[Text] [Question] What is the general role assigned by the revolution to the 
labor unions at this time (in the cities and in the rural areas), both in 

the state-owned concerns and in the private sector of the joint ownership 
enterprises? 


Answer! the revolution began a new stage of the revolutionary process when 
it destroyed the previous regime. It broke the traditional patterns which 
had limited the labor union movement. This is a natural process since the 
triumph produced a number of changes corresponding to the nature of the 
revolution. Its nature determines the extent of the changes. In this 
case,when the whole system came apart, we were faced with a situation in 
which labor union activities are determined by the democr+tic, popular and 
anti-imperialist nature of the present stage. However, it is a fact that 
labor unions have been developing in urbaa and rural areas and that in both 
sectors there are government and private concerns. Among the former there 
is a worker-state relationship but this relationship instead of implying 
exploitation, makes serious efforts to invest the workers’ energies and the 
state resources for the benefit of all the people. This serves the revolu- 
tionary interests which are none other but the national interests with the 
people's interests placed first. In the private-owned enterprises, there are 
changes in the employer-workers relationship and the workers have to strive 
not only to improve their livirg conditions but also to insist that the laws 
and measures are observed and their rights respected. We have often seen 
workers protesting devious “r open attempts to deny the: their legitimate 
rights. 


These conquests are guaranteed by the revolution, but its achievements are 
not limited merely to economic matters, but also to the political and 
social fields. Here is where we participate in the labor union movement. 
The revolution has rescued the fighting and revolutionary spirit of this 
form of organization which has been used by the workers for many years to 
demand economic benefits and to abolish arbitrary measures as was the case 
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of the construction workers in 1972. With the triumph of the revolution, 

the labor union assumes a new role radically different from the past. It 

has a character and a perspective which allows it to act as an active part 

in any kind of changes. It is no longer a mere struggle for salary in- 
creases, because now it is more important to insure the country's reconstruc- 
tion. It is also important to develop production methods that will meet a 
number of immediate and long-range goals in eliminating misery and exploita- 
tion. This is why unions, as we have so often said before, must consistently 
participate in the tasks assigned, contributing their creative energy to 
implementing social changes. Labor unions must give workers a new outlook 
that will make them participants in the urgent and difficult economic, 
political and social nationai objectives. 


Within this political, economic and social framework the unions in mixed, 
private or state concerns have similarities and differences. The similarities 
are that they must work to erradicate bureaucratism, inefficiency, waste and 
production boycotts. They must work to implement revolutionary political 

and social changes. 


The differences are that they must continue watching carefully so that labor 
laws affecting the workers are observed, that capital assets are not drained, 
that the state's macroeconomic policies are followed so that the reactiva- 
tion of the production system is attained in order to meet the country's 

most pressing problems and other problems. In other words, these could be 
included in the similarities but they must be emphasized because at this 
time, calculated measures are being implemented to oppose the general 
economic policy, and many employers refuse to accept the political and labor 
rights attained by workers. In general terms this could summarize the role 
of the unions. 


[Question] How does the Sandinist National Liberation Front [FSLN] perceive 
the formal structure of labor unions? Are the old outlines still valid? 


[Answer] The FSLN has been accumulating a rich experience in the months 
following the revolution's triumph. The Sandinist Labor Central [CST] and 
the Farm Workers Association [ATC] have faced a number of revealing realities. 
This has presented our brothers with many questions. We cannot talk about 

a finished product, but we can say that experience has shown that old 
structures must be reviewed. As a rule the emphasis had been placed in 
establishing directive boards, but we have not arrived at the crux of the 
matter, that is to say to the masses. The people were generally disconnected 
from the directive bodies and disorganized at their lower level. If we 

begin with the thesis that within the revolution unions must play a new 

role, this means that their organization must be made more dynamic so that 
they can actively participate in the complex situation of the revolutionary 
process. At the moment, the reorganization of unions is being discussed 

at the CST level ans will be presented to the workers. Naturally some 
experiences have occurred as in the case of the San Antonio sugar mill in 
which the procedures and outlines have been swept away by the very needs 

and circumstances of the present tasks. 
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{PAO11350] The board of directors represents the production areas and is 
independent of the internal responsibilities its members must assume. In 
the areas of departments into which the enterprise is divided, there is an 
intermediate organization that links the board of directors with the rank 
and file. A candidate is elected from each to the directive organization. 
The rank and file are organized into labor circles to learn more about their 
problems, those of the entire nation and the problems of production. Even 
the election procedures are democratic from top to bottom, with each of 
positions ratified by all the workers. On the basis of this, taking into 
account the particular features of each of the enterprises, we are moving 
toward outlining a proposal to the workers regarding the structures in order 
to later take it up with the Ministry of Labor. In addition, it is obvious 
that the moment will also come in which the structural concept of unions by 
company will call for new changes until this culminates in unions for each 
production branch. But a process is needed in order to reach this goal. 

In many companies, the workers already feel this need, but it is necessary 
to go step by step, without skipping stages. The CST is making efforts in 
this area to regulate this process, thus complying with its leadership work. 


[Question] What should the State Councils really understand? 


[Answer] This is reference to a CST demand regarding how it should partici- 
pate as a union, as an instrument of the voice of the workers in the trans- 
formation of the state. State institutions can never again be separated 
‘rom the people and base their plans on a simple mathematical or statistical 
formula. The name is not important, only the function and with it, there 

is a frank and sincere disposition of the workers to contribute to the 
decisions of the ministries that are concerned with production, letting them 
know of their needs and problems or their views regarding how production is 
doing in its different branches. There is deep concern on the part of the 
workers regarding economic policy, its implementation and the achieving of 
the economic reactivation plan's goals for the benefit of the people because 
deep down they are beginning to be aware that accomplishing these goals means 
the gradual alleviation of the loads they are still carrying on their backs. 
This is merely a proposal to be discussed with the workers. They will be 
the ones who will decide if it is the proper time for their organizations to 
persuade the state organizations to accomplish this. 


[Question] Both the CST and the ATC have drawn up struggle programs for 
immediate vindications. Is this a change from the vanguard policy or is it 
a better explanation of a revolutionary tactic? 


[Answer] It is in line with property focusing the activity of the mass 
organizations, clearly pointing out the role of the vanguard with regard 

to them and the historic mission they must accomplish as instruments of 
expression of the masses' dearest demands. By drawing up a struggle plan, 
they are attempting to outline to the workers the aspirations for which they 
must struggle while they accomplish the revolutionary task of reactivating 
the nation's economy, by clearly pointing out their struggle plans, they 
point to the most deep-felt needs of their members. In addition, it is 
timely to point out that the mass organizations that recognize in the FSLN 
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their leadership vanguard have a field of automony for seeing to it that 

the difficult living conditions of the population are improved as the process 
acvances; of course, always within the framework of the present situation. 
This is one thing, but it is a very different thing to consider mass organi- 
zations as mediating instruments, conciliators of the problems which have 
not been resolved because of inefficiency or bad faith. Above all, they 
have the unwavering duty of actively promoting the list of demands of the 
social sectors they represent, of persuading the social sectors when there 
are just reasons for considering the impossibility to resolve demands that 
have to do with stabilizing or deveioping the process. They also have the 
duty of placing themselves at the head of their social sectors when there 
are demands that can be resolved and when it is only necessary to study them 
in order to channel them, even though in order to accomplish this it is 
necessary to take drastic steps against those who forget the hunger and 
poverty of the people, either because they want to continue to amass wealth 
and do not care about the situation of the workers or because from their 
positions they do not recognize the crude reality of those who are the 
energy and the nerve of production in this country. If we want the mass 
organizations to participate belligerantly in the transformaticns of the 
revolutionary state and defend the revolution, it is necessary to garner 
them around one struggie plan that defines its vindications. And if we look 
hard, we will see that these points outlined by the CST and the ATC allude 
to realities that do not look for profit but rather show a serious concern 
for achieving greater conquests for their membership and the revolution 
itself. The creation of the supply centers, for example, responds to a need. 
But at the same time, it attempts to increase the purchasing power of 
currency, prevents the discriminate increasing of salaries because it clearly 
sees the consequences this could provoke and which in the long run would 

not really benefit the workers because it would strangle the economy. At 
the same time, there are points that appear to be folly, such as 

the leveling of salaries, the rights of the workers and so forth. I 
say that they appear to be folly because supposedly, there are laws and 
decrees that regulate this situation. However, the piain truth is that 

the organizations must struggle so that these measures are effectively 
implemented. They must demand that their bosses comply with them, that 
government officials respect them, that workers understand them and have 
them respected. Only they can do this. Therefore, to achieve it would 
already be great progress, a real achievement. This is how organizations 
must work. Through clear vindications, they must garner more already 
organized sectors and attract the disorganized ones. This is how history 

is constructed and the mass organizations do not lose their reason for 
existing. 


[Question] How does this action fit in with the policy of alliance with 
other organizations such as the General Confederation of Independent 
Workers [CGTI] and the Central of Labor Action and Unity [CAUS]? 


[Answer] For the FSLN, the creation of a national interunion commission 
[comision nacional intersindical] is the first step toward the total unifi- 
cation of the labor movement. As is known, the energy of the masses is 
increasingly powerful if it was a single recognized leadership. This is not 
demagoguery. Our organization insists on expressing all of its willingness 
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for the movement of masses to express itself through single organized 
instruments. ‘o this end, the existence of the national interunion com- 
mission is a revolutionary commitment made by three organizations that pledge 
to work only and exclusively for the interests of the workers until a single 
labor central is structured whose main goals are closely related to the 
immediate interests and long-range goals of the revolution. Therefore, the 
national interunion commission must immediately give itself a set of rules 
for regulating its activity, a work plan to coordinate the action of the 
three organizations and a unified struggle plan accepted by all. This plan 
will immediately garner all labor forces and in the future will fulfill 

the objective and subjective conditions for the formation of a single 
organization. The first steps have already been takcn. The workers are 
satisfied with the efforts being made. Now it is the turn of the organiza- 
tions to deepen this unity and to accomplish the plans of their members. 

If this is achieved, we will be in the presence of a solid movement which 
clearly understands its immediate and strategic tasks and which, based on 
the policies of the revolution, will give the revolution its vigor, its 
support and its strength. 


‘Question}] The struggle program of the CST speaks of the leveling of wages 
for the less favored workers and the revision of the labor code. On its 
part, the CAUS has called for a total wage adjustment in its industrial 
unions, extending it to all the working class. What is the FSLN's position 
in this regard and how are these struggles for wage increases, including 

am increase in the minimum wage, going to be conducted without unleashing 

a generalized movement that will have negative effects and will provoke more 
inflation? 


[Answer] Let's start with the first part. There is talk of leveling wages 
in order to generate an awareness among the working class that there is not 
only an attempt to serve the needs of a small sector, but also tc meet 

the more acute problems in other parts of our country where their working 
class brothers suffer more miserable living conditions. In effect, if one 
tries to observe the struggle for improving wages, one must first begin 
with the leveling of wages to achieve an improvement in the dire conditions 
of the workers who onthe one hand do not enjoy all the benefits of the 
workers in the capital and, on the other hand do not even make the minimum 
wage. In other words, these workers are faced with the backwardness of 
their departments and small wages that are not enough for them to survive 
on. The case of the Siuna, Bonanza and Rosita mines is dramatic. In 
places like these, salaries are not leveled and social benefits are not 
granted. Would it not be more just and valid if the fraternal and revolu- 
tionary bonds of the workers of the entire nation were made closer? 
Wouldn't the working class be strengthened more? We have learned of the 
demands of the 20 CAUS unions. The national interunion commission knows 
ibout them, too, and also some organizations of the state. The impact on 
the nation’s economy of a 100 percent wage increase has already been 
categorically demonstrated with figures and statistics. The inflationary 
effects would be horrible because there would have to be an investment of 
several hundred million cordobas in an economic situation that is already 
extremely grave. The national interunion commission has already met with 
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delegates of the 20 unions to outline the situation and to seek more workable 
options and within those extremes, to try to observe, in coordination with 
the Ministry of Labor, the possibility of wage increases to solve the 

demands of the workers. We could start with the nation's economic projects 
and social benefits. 


Let us look at this closely. It is not a case of condemning the attitude of 
the workers, but rather an appeal to their revolutionary consciences to 
understand the situation, to review wage policy and tell them frankly--since 
it is their right--how their needs are being met with their own participation. 
Regarding the last part of the question, it is obvious that the outlining of 
a correct wage policy, the revision of a number of labor laws and the imple- 
mentation and execution of social benefit measures as well as the active 
participation of the mass organizations in the application of and adherence 
to these measures are indispensable elements for the proper guiding of the 
masses from the viewpoint of their political, economic and social tasks. If 
there is a correct understanding of these tasks among the leaders, in the 
leadership positions of the organizations and if they make efforts to make 
the masses understand it, there is no doubt that any struggle will progress 
along the proper paths and the implementation of these struggles will be 
clearly established. Any other procedure would mean taking one step behind 
the movement and in fact, losing the leadership of the class. 
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NICARAGUA 


BORGE ADDRESSES PEASANTS AT PRODUCTION COOPERATIVE 
PA291552 Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 1200 GMT 25 Feb 80 PA 


[Text] We are going to arm the peasants. We will find the weapons, even 
if they are shotguns and in the final instance, we will be prepared to 
defend this revolution, even if it be with machetes, Interior Minister 
Tomas Zorge Martinez said in addressing peasants of the Pire River Valley 
in Esteli Department at the inauguration of the Hondura Azul vegetable 
production cooperative. 


Borge said the people have already united. He added that the process of 

consolidating the unity of the people is reaching its final stages and the 

country's forces are polarizing, with revolutionaries on one side and 
vunterrevolutionaries on the other. 


In addition, Borge said true democracy consists of a people who are armed to 
defend their conquests and crush the counterrevolutionaries and who hold 
their heads high in the face of imperialism. 


Borge said the alliance between the workers and the peasants will be 
strengthened in the political area, in productive tasks and in the defense 
of the revolution. 


Most of the Somozist prisoners who are convicted by the special tribunals 
will be sent to work on the production cooperatives in the country, the 
interior minister said during his speech at the inauguration of the Hcrdura 
Azul vegetable production cooperative where three manzanas have been planted 
with various products. 


Here are the words of Interior Minister Tomas Borge Martinez on his first 
visit to a peasant community: 


(Begin recording] Those Somozists, guarded by the peoples militias, the 
police and our army, will have to come to work in the production cooperatives. 
They will have to work on the construction of hospitals and cn the construc- 
tion of highways to contribute to the construction of the country which they 
helped to destroy. [applause] They have to come and work up a good sweat. 
applause, shouts of bravo] They will work from 6 in the morning until 6 in 
the evening. [laughter, applause] 











They will come. Put them to work. Let no one escape. The militiamen 
themselves will be in charge of guarding them, so where will they go? 


Therefore, if you agree, we will send you prisoners after they have been 
convicted so that they can help you work the land or do some kind of 
activity. They must not continue to loaf around as they did in the past, 
although they are now in jail. [applause] [end recording] 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


PRESS FREEDOM DEFINED--Truly democratic press freedom in Nicaragua, press 
freedom that will respond to the goals of the revolution, is a press freedom 
committed to the revolution as the main guarantee of our democratic process 
and true freedom of expression in Nicaragua. We cannot accept concepts of 
press freedom that have nothing to do with Nicaragua's revolutionary reality 
and with the needs of the Nicaraguan people in their revolution. I insist 
that real freedom of the press is necessarily linked to the interests of the 
people and the revolution. This press freedom will not be used as it was in 
the past to defend [word indistinct] and minority interests which do not 
respond to the national and democratic framework (?achieved) by our people. 
There should be no (?shame or hesitation) to say that we belicve in a freedom 
of the press at the service of the revolution because the revolution is the 
highest goal our people have set for themselves. To achieve that goal we 
must join all efforts and [words indistinct] and the implementation of these 
real changes. [Excerpt] [PA020018 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 
1 Mar 80 PA} 


LITERARY WORK PRIVILEGES--During the dialog yesterday afternoon at the Mexico 
Theater between companeros of the eastern market and Father Ernesto Cardenal, 
coordinator of the literacy campaign, Cardenal reported that final examina- 
tions will be abolished in high schools and grade schools. Cardenal said: 
[begin recording] The Education Ministry has a decree it was going to release 
today. I hope it will be released today. The decree says that final examina- 
tions for high school and grade school students will be suspended and the 
final grade will be an average of earlier tests. Now then, if any student 
leaves to do literacy work with one, two or three [words indistinct] subjects, 
he will be excused because he will be leaving for 5 months of literacy work 
and he will enroll next year. Four subjects would be too much, however. The 
revolution wishes to be generous with those who are generous. The usual 
procedures will apply to anyone who does not engage in literacy work and 

fails in any subjects however. He will simply have to follow the normal 
course. [end recording] [Excerpts] [PA291935 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 
1200 GMT 28 Feb 80 PA] 
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PANAMA 


ROYO DISCUSSES PRICE INCREASES, LINKS DEMANDS TO POLITICS 
PA291722 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2315 GMT 28 Feb 80 PA 


[Speech by President Aristides Royo at Provincial Coordination Council 
meeting on 28 February in Cocle Province--recorded] 


[Excerpt] Regarding the matter of prices, the government is always criticized 
in this respect. We are not a socialist country. This is a free enterprise 
country operating within standards we all know. Therefore, there is no need 
to explain our political system. 


However, in some matters, we act as a socialist country. Do not have the 
least doubt that in USSR and Cuba, the government controls to the penny all 
prices on articles. But then, their is a planned economy in which the 
government produces all the consumer's goods, or controls the means of pro- 
duction. Although, we are not a socialist country, we do act as a socialist 
country in matters related to prices. 


In my opinion, that is the way it should be regarding prices. We have re- 
ceived proposals on leaving prices on articles to the principle of free 
supply and demand. We could never, at least not our government, leave 
consumers without protection. We cannot tell the Panamanian people that we 
are going to let producers or merchants to set the prices on their articles. 
It is our political, economic and social duty to protect the consumer so 
that prices are not outrageously increased. 


What isc happening in Panama? Businessmen are the ones asking the government 
to authorize a price increase, because the price of wheat and fuel went up. 
But they never come out in the open to tell the people that effectively 

they are having economic problems. They ieave it up to the government to 
tell the people that some articles have price problems and for this reason 
price must be increased. 


In reality the businessman, who is having problems and will benefit from 
the price increase, should be the one explaining to the consumer why his 
business is having problems and why he, necessarily and unfortunately, must 
increase the price on an article. 
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This is why the government has to face the problem of having to regulate 
prices on some articles. However, we should try to find out the source 

of the problem. We have to find out if businessmen are having a profit 

problem. If they are, they should tell the people. 


But you know what is happening? Very often you see these businessmen signing 
communiques issued by their political parties accusing the government of 
increasing the prices of some articles. These communiques are followed by 
other communiques in which they say that the day they assume power they will 
not increase the price on articles which they produce. 
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PANAMA 


BROADCASTER, COMMENTATOR LICENSES OF JULIO ORTEGA CANCELED 
PAO31654 Panama City Radio Mia Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 3 Mar 80 PA 


[Text of Resolution No 12 of 29 February 1980, whereby the government cancels 
the radio commentator and commercial broadcaster licenses of Julio Ortega 
Coronado] 


[Excerpts] The government and Justice Ministry, through the National Direc- 
torate of Social Communications Media states, whereas: 


That Mr julio Ortega Coronado, Cedula No 8-93-367 and holder of radio an- 
nouncer and commentator licenses issued by Resolutions Nos 356 and 357 of 
28 September 1976, transmits to the public his commentaries in the radio 
newscast known as "El Diario del Aire" carried by Radio Mia Network; 


That in exercising the rights granted by said licenses in the transmissions 
of the radio newscast or above-mentioned commentaries, Mr Ortega has not 
observed the objectivity and purdence proper of constructive criticism, 
making false, tendentious and disrespectful charges against the national 
government and some of its highest ranking officials; 


That radio commentator Julio Ortega Coronado in the course of his commen- 
taries, as confirmed by recordings, has voiced concepts such as follows: 

On 14 February 1980, he said Mr Elias Castillo, director of immigration 

in the government and Justice Ministry, takes arbitrary actions against 
those who must visit his office by expelling foreign visitors when they go 
there to get their papers in order. On 21 February 1980, Mr Ortega noted 
that nobody knew who was to blame for the president's appointment, and be- 
cause of this nobody knows who rules in Panama; that at the time, the presi- 
dent was skiing in the United States and he should stay there. On 26 Febru- 
ary 1980, he said the Panamanian legislators were being manipulated; 


That on 29 February 1980, Julio Ortega Coronado in the course of his com- 
mentaries expressed the following distorted phrases: So when the president 
tries to disturb us, he reveals his socialist and communist inclinations, 
as he did last night. Im Cocle the president of the republic tried to de- 
ceive the Corregimiento representatives and the people; 
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That these statements distort the real facts and are intended to disrupt 
public order, violate domestic tranquility and flagrantly abuse the honor 
of citizens, and especially, speak against the president of the republic 
who, because of his position, deserves more decorous treatment, as he repre- 
sents the majesty of the nation; 


That Julio Ortega has violated the established legal order by using the 
radio announcer and commentator licenses granted to him by the government 
and Justice Ministry; 


That according to the above, the National Directorate of the Social Communi- 
cations Media of the government and Justice Ministry must adopt the proper 
measures. Consequently, it resolves: 


To render ineffective Resolutions 356 and 357 of 28 September 1976 and 
cancel licenses Nos 356 and 357 of 28 September 1975 for radio announcer 
and commentator, respectively, issued to Julic Or: sga Coronado, 


CSO: 3010 


136 














PANAMA 


GOVERNMENT CLOSES 'CONCIENCIA' TALKSHOW 
PAO31731 Panama City Radio Hogar in Spanish 2300 GMT 3 Mar 80 PA 


[Government and Justice Ministry Resolution No 003 dated 29 February 1980 
closing "Conciencia™ radio commentary program and revoking license of radio 
commentator Milciades A. Ortiz--read by announcer] 


[Excerpts] The government and Justice Ministry, through the National Direc- 
torate of Social Communications Media, whereas: 


Milciades Abel Ortiz V., bearer of Identity card number 8-100-481 and holder 
of radio announcer and radio commentator licenses issued under Resolutions 
489 and 490 of 4 May 1978, daily broadcasts of radio commentary program or 
talkshow known as “Conciencia" through Radio Hogar ; 


While exercising the power granted by the license and during the broadcasts 
of the radio commentary program or talkshow referred to, he has not main- 
tained the degree of objectivity and sobriety required when making criti- 
cisms based on sound intentions and he has made false and slanted statements 
and has showed no respect for the national government and some of its highest- 
ranking officials; 


That according to recordings of his statements kept at this office, radio 
commentator Milciades A. Ortiz V. has used phrases such as the following: 


The negative aspect about being an appointed president concerns the decree 
of autonomy granted to this person; if such a person has no autonomy the 
person will be merely a puppet or marionette and not an appointed ruler; 
this is the case of Panama's appointed president who, surrounded by his 
communist-leaning, opportunistic and mediocre advisers, has committed errors 
which are so naive as to be laughable; not all rulers have to be scoundrels. 


[Announcer's statement] We call the juridical departments of the radio 
commentators to a meeting today. [End announcer's statement] 


During a recent broadcast of the radio talkshow referred to, Milciades A. 
Ortiz made the following statements: 
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Quote: Reports obtained by Conciencia point to the possibility of a hideous 
plan to sabotage the tottering government of the appointed president, whose 
name is not mentioned in this radio talkshow, in order to achieve the return 
of General Torrijos to power in Panama--unquote; 


Quote: Crocamo's arrest in Costa Rica stems from the fact that the Pana- 
manian head of state is going to go there with our money, the money from 
our taxes to squander it for 2 days in Costa Rica with his entire family, 
enjoying himself while tne Panamanian people pay more and more taxes every 
day--unquote, 


On 17 January 1980 he made false and slanted statements when he said: I 
don't know how anyone can insist on that business of the Nobel Peace Prize 
for the Carter-Torrijos treaties when the appointed president himself has 
said that the treaties are causing conflicts between Panama and the United 
States and that the step of taking government officials to a dinner [in 
honor of] General Torrijos is not viewed favorably because the high cost 
of living does not warrant.... [Announcer's statement interrupts] 


The Union of Radio Commentators is invited to go at 1200 to Radio Diez, 
where the juridical department will be adopting a decision about the reso- 
lution suspending the programs. [End announcer's statement] 


That these statements in themselves distort the real facts and involve the 
intention to alter public order and jeopardize security are a flagrant 
attack on the reputation of the citizens and especially of the citizen 
president of the republic who, because of his investiture, deserves a dig- 
nified treatment as he represents the majesty of the nation. 


It is resolved: To rescind Resolutions 489 and 490 of 4 May 1978 and to 
definitely cancel radio announcer and commentator licenses Nos 489 and 490, 
respectively, of 4 May 1978 issued to Milciades Abel Ortiz V. Any motion 
for reconsideration may be filed with the National Directorate of Communi- 
cations Media and a remedy of appeal may be filed with the government and 
justice minister, always provided either of the two rights is exercised 
within 5 days following the servicing of notice. 
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PANAMA 


THIRD RADIO COMMENTATOR'S LICENSE CANCELED 
PA0GO05Z Panama City Padio Hogar in Spanish 1800 GMT 3 Mar 80 PA 


[Government and Justice Ministry resolution dated 29 February--read by 
announcer } 


[Excerpts; The government and Justice Ministry, through the National 
Directorate of Social Communications Media. Whereas: 


Mr Luis Alberto Pimentel, bearer of Cedula No 8-404-265 and holder of radio 
announcer and radio commentator licenses issued under Resolutions Nos 387 
and 386 of 5 April 1978, daily broadcasts a talkshow or radio commentary 
program known as "Comentarios y Opiniones del Professor Don Lucho" through 
Radio Hogar. 


While exercising the power granted by the license and during the broadcast 

of the talkshow or radio commentary program, he has not maintained the de- 
gree of objectivity and prudence required in making criticism based on 

sound intentions and he has made false and tendentious statements disrespect- 
ful of the national government and several of its highest-ranking officials. 


In the course of his commentaries radio commentator Luis Pimentel has used 
phrases such as the following: 


The president participated in the negotiations that sold out the fatherland; 
this gentleman is a consummate assassin; both the president and Romulo 
negotiated these treaties, and those who sold the fatherland today repre- 
sent the country; the comptroller behaves servilely; the post of manager 
of the free zone was negotiated by the Chiriqui mafia; the military have 
delegated their authority to a bunch of incompetent and incapable commu- 
nists; the gift being made by the country's present administration to 
Colombia will also be made to Costa Rica because of the commitments made 
by Torrijos, who feels the same will be done with Venezuela and Nicaragua; 
our women are the only thing left for us to send to Nicaragua so they can 
be made pregnant there. 


During a recent broadcast on 21 January 1980, Mr Luis Pimentel made the 
following statements: 


139 








He--referring to the government and justice minister, the president of 

the republic, Cligio Salas and Romulo Escobar make up the communist clique 
actually ruling us in the name of the national guard; by the law, they 
were the ones who allowed Americans here in the Canal Zone to intervene in 
our country whenever they may feel the canal is endangered. We were not 
the ones who sold out this country; they did. Americans took them over 
[les intervienen] and that is why they do not worry about visas. The U.S. 
Government will give them visas because of their invaluable services to 
the northern nation, because all of those gentlemen have fought and strug- 
gled for the United States. But they have done nothing for Panama. All 
they have done for Panama is sell our fatherland and all our aspirations 
in the Canal Zone; because as statesmen they have demonstrated nothing, as 
politicians they have demonstrated nothing; they have shown no capability, 
Anybody can sell his fatherland for a few coins, like Judas did, but each 
day the Panamanian people will hear from us each step they take and the 
way they take it, the venal way in which they act and the servile way in 
which they work. 


[Announcer] We will continue reading this resolution, but we ask all those 
listening to this program to please turn up the volume on their radios and 
inform everybody about the present developments in this country. This is 
the third radio commentary program suspended here in less than 12 hours. 


Resol.Lion resumes! On 29 January Mr Luis Pimentel falsely affirmed that 
the second portion of the 13th-month bonus had already been spent on a 

jet plane for the president of the republic. That these statements in 
themselves abruptly distort the facts, involve the intention to disturb 
public order and jeopardize public security and are a flagrant attack on 
the honor of the citizens, and particularly of the citizen-president of 
the republic who, because of his office, deserves decorous treatment because 
lie represents the majesty of the nation, thus making it necessary to adopt 
necessary and forceful measures with the healthy intention of safeguarding 
this order and the social coexistence of Panamanians. 


The granting of Licenses ag well as the right they give radio announcers 
and radio commentators should fall within the philosophical and juridical 
framework of material lLaws--constitution, laws, decrees and regulations-- 
1s it should be understood that the social communications media can only be 
"instruments of information, education, recreation and cultural and scien- 
cific dissemination." This principle is violated when, in exercising the 
rights granted by the licenses, the reputation and honor of persons and 
public and private corporations, or the national security and public order 
are attacked. 


(m the basis of the concept of moral policing [policia moral] and its pre- 


ventive and repressive implications, it is proper to prevent the commission 
of crimes, guilt, violations or faults. 


140 











Resolves: To leave without effect Resolutions Nos 386 ahd 387 of 5 April 
1978 and to cancel radio announcer and commentator licenses Nos 386 and 
387, respectively, of 5 April 1978 issued to Luis Alberto Pimentel. 


Any motion for reconsideration may be filed with the National Directorate 
of Communications Media and an appeal may be filed with the government 

and justice minister, always provided either of the two rights is exercised 
within the 5 days following the serving of notice, 
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PANAMA 


RADIO COMMENTATOR BERNAL'S LICENSE SUSPENDED 
PAQG0414 Panama City Radio Hogar in Spanish 2300 GMT 3 Mar 80 PA 


[Government and Justice Ministry Resolution No 007 of 29 February--read 
by announcer] 


[Excerpts] Whereas: Miguel Antonio Bernal Villalaz, Cedula number 8-153- 
2773 and holder of talkshow and radio commentator licenses issued by Reso- 
lutions 147 and 1148 of 7 February 1979 and 18 September 1978 respectively, 
broadcasts a daily radio commentary entitled "Alternativa" on Radio Hogar. 


The exercise of the power granted by the licenses and the broadcasts have 
not been maintained within the proportions of objectivity and prudence 
which should guide all criticism made with healthy intentions, resulting 
in false and tendentious affirmations and disrespect for the national 
government and some of its highest-ranking officials. 


Radio commentator Miguel Antonio Bernal Villalaz, in the course of his com- 
mentaries, according to recordings of his broadcasts made in this office, 
has used phrases such as “we do not believe one word, half a word, of what 
Abraham Saied says. What we are realizing is that the second portion of 
the l3th-month [wages] was lost or misplaced, because no one knows where 

it is, no one knows where it went, no one knows where it was placed." 


These affirmations distort the facts and involve purposes directed at dis- 
rupting public order, violating public security and flagrantly attacking 
the honesty of the citizens, especially the citizen-president of the repub- 
lic who, due to his rank, deserves decorous treatment because he represents 
the majesty of the nation, obliges us to adopt the necese. ‘arsh measures 
with the healthy intention of protecting order and soci 


According to Articles 61 and 67 of decree number 155 of 28 Ma, 1962, "The 
commentator is directly and solely responsible for any contravention, fault 
or crime he might incur while improvising rather than reading from a pre- 
pared script” and "the radio director or radio newscaster at his service is 
exclusively and solely responsible to the authorities for what is broadcast 
during the period of time established for the radio newscast," 











Resolves: ‘Yo cancel resolutions 147 and 1148 of 7 February 1979 and 18 
September 1978 respectively, and to cancel licenses number 147 and 1148 of 
7 February 1979 and 18 September of 1978 for announcer and radio commen- 
tator issued in the name of Miguel Antonio Bernal Villalaz. 


Any motion for reconsideration may be filed with the National Directorate 
of Social Communications Media and an appeal may be filed with the govern- 
ment and justice minister, always provided that either of the two rights 
is exercised within the 5 days following the service of this notice. 
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URUGUAY 


CENTRAL BANK FIGURES SHOW GROWTH RATE OF GDP 
Montevideo EL PAIS in Spanish 12 Jan 80 p 7 
[Article: "The Evolution of the Gross Domestic Product” ] 


[Text] From the standpoint of the traditional economic growth indicators, 
1979 shatters the myths forged during two long decades about the country's 
inability to show rates of growth of the gross domestic product (GDP) 
comparable to those of other nations. Such a fact deserves two considerations 
to relativize the optimism of the preceding assertion. In the first place, 
timidity in proceeding with the tariff reduction of common consumer goods 
entails a drop in the level of consumption of wage earners and a dispropor- 
tionate increase in the business earnings of the sectors that produce for 

the domestic market. In the second place, the high rate of growth was due 

in good measure to the strong Argentine demand, i.e., a circumstantial factor 
which has no reason to be repeated. This leads to the belief that the need 
for sustained growth urgently requires effective implementation of the 
tariff reduction, with the subsequent elimination of the appraisals of the 
Bank of the Republic. 


The first three quarters of 1979 show a significant steadiness in the rates 
of growth of the various sectors. Thus, the GDP shows rates above 8 percent 
in the three periods mentioned. According to the historic evolution of the 
country in this field, particularly in the last few years, perhaps the 
growth of the agriculture and livestock sector may be especially noteworthy. 
The decision to liberalize that sector in August of 1978 undoubtedly 
constituted an important factor in the process. It is regrettable that at 
this time the expectations of the rural sector tend toward a complete 
disbelief of official assertions, because the expectations have been shaped 
on the basis of facts and not of statements. The foregoing estimate is 
confizmed by the sudden drop of rural investment in many types of production 
in the final quarter of the year. 


Considered singly, the fishery sector shows the highest rate of growth. It 
is followed by construction, which was foreseeable 4: view of the boom that 
that sector has had in 1978 and 1979. The rates of growth have gone up in 
turn in each of the quarters of last year. Although no figures are available, 
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there are indications that construction weakened in some subsectors while 

the level of activity remained very strong in the rest. Business has shown 
also a high rate of growth, it being markedly higher than in 1977 and 1978. 
This is due in part to the general increase of economic activity, and in 

large measure to Argentine tourism. In like manner, the manufacturing industry 
has shown a strong growth in the three quarters. 





(Percentage relative to preceding 12 months) 








19771978 1979! 19797 ~_1979° 

Agriculture and livestock 0.6 -7.0 -0.1 2.8 2.8 
Manufacturing industry 8.9 4.8 14.3 11.3 10.1 
Construction 3.0 17.4 10.7 17.8 22.6 
Business 303 2.6 23.1 14.5 15.4 
Transportation, storage, etc. 0.8 15.8 7.2 9.1 
Electricity, gas, water 3.2 5.9 9.7 Pe -0.1 
Communications -- 4.4 -— 2.0 3.2 
Fishery and marine catch -- 23.6 $0.7 83.8 46.7 
Remainder -- -- -- 4.1 4.8 
Total CDP 3.3 1.9 9.1 8.6 8.8 
' First quarter 1979 compared to first quarter 1978. 


- First half 1979 compared to first half 1978. 
} January-September 1979 compared to January-September 1978. 


Source: Central Bank of Uruguay 
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CHARTS, GRAPHS INDICATE QUARTERLY ECONOMIC SITUATION 


Montevideo LA MANANA in Spanish 20 Jan 80 p 17 


[Text] The Third Quarter of 1979 


{All figures as published] 


I - LEVEL OF ACTIVITY 


(Figures for the quarter) 
1. Level of Industrial Activity 
(% of change of period begun 
in January compared to same 
period of previous year) 


ese eeveeeeeeeveeeeeeeeee® 


-~-Footwear and clothing 
~-Goods and rubber 
--Metal products 


2. Slaughter of Cattle (Head 
slaughtered in packing houses) . 


3. Milk 
(Thousands of liters to Nat] 
Milk Producers Coop (CONAPROLE) 


4. Fishery (Tons caught) 


5. Units Assembled by Automotive 
Industry 
-~Trucks 
--Autos and pickups 


“ne erenvreeneeneee#eefe#b#e#ee#e#ee#e#s###e#e# 
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3d qtr 
1979 


67,349 


2d qtr 
1979 


60,379 


29.4 


367 
3,082 


URUGUAY 


lst qtr 
1979 


— 
SWNH UW S&S 
> e+ & #@& £@ «© 
WMrMw~ ND & WwW 


NN Fe 


191,683 


75,094 


18.2 


248 
2,190 


3d qtr 
1978 


443 
2,039 





6. Consumption of Petroleum Fuels 
(Thousands of m~) 


~-Naphtha ....ccccece eoccccccccce 
~-K@TOSENE ..cccccveccsccececs eccce 
~eGeerOll scosccscccesscs TrTTrrT 
—WPISGOL O11 ccccccccececesevses 
~~oPeel OF) <sevvcesteesvcsvevces 


7. Energy Generated (Hydroelectric 
& thermal in Mwhr) .....e+sceee, 


8. Consumption of Portland Cement 
(Thousands of tons) ....eceeeees 
~~PoMBStic cccccccccccccccccecce 
-EXPOFt .ccccccrccccccccccscece 


II - PRICES 


(% of change for the quarter) 

L. Consumer Prices ......cceessceee 
~2FOOd cc cccccccccccccccccecocce 
“Clothing .cccccccccccccccccecs 
“Housing ...cccccccccccscsesecs 


-~-MiscellaneousS ..cccccvcsccccces 


ro 


» MRO LESELE FPFECES ccocccecececsves 
--Agriculture & livestock ...... 
~~[MGUSCEEBL ccoccccccccccceccees 


3. Money Wages 
3.1 Public .cccccccccvscccccccccs 
3.2 Private 
3.2.1 Legal wccccccccccces oe 
3.2.2 Optionally paid ...... 


4. Real Wages 
HR.) Public cccccccccccccccscccce 
4.2 Private 
4.2.1 Legal wccccccccccccecs 
4.2.2 Optionally paid ..... ° 


5. Cost of Construction ...ccccccece 


6. Mortgage Obligations 
(Average) .ccccccsccccccccvesece 


= 


. Stocks 
(Value at end of quarter) ...... 


. 
As of August 
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8. Commercial Rate of Exchange 


(National currency) ........2++6. 8.239 
9. Financial Rate of Exchange 
(National currency) .........+.. 8.235 
10. International Prices 

--Meat (all sources, U.S. 

dollars per 1b.) ...ceeseceees 130.94 
--Coffee (Brazil, U.S. cents 

DOT BBs) coccccccscccceseceece 209.84 
--Copper (UK, U.S. dollars 

BOG Bb.) ceccccccrccccoccovenes 95.09 
--Hides (USA, U.S. cents per 

Abe) cccccccccccscecccscocoece 65.40 
--Petroleum (Saudi Arabia, 

U.S. cents per bbl.) ......... 18.00 
--Rice (USA, U.S. cents per 

| \ PPP Perererrerrrrrrrrrere 440.92 
--Rubber (all sources, U.S. 

centS per 1b.) ...sesseceseves 64.00 
~-Sugar (ECM, U.S. cents per 

Ube) coccccccccccccecccceccoes 19.77 
--Wheat (USA, U.S. cents per 

Lbs) cvedcicsedessccecsceeseve 4.74 
--Wool (Australia, 50s, U.S. 

cents per kg.) ...ceeeesseeees 433.22 


--General index (1975 = i100) ... 156. 


III - FOREIGN SECTOR 


(Figures for the quarter in 
millions of dollars) 


00 


LD. BRMOFES oc ccccccccccccccccces 220.4 
~mMBBE cccccccccccccccccccoes 45.4 
~-Textiles & goods ........+. 38.8 
--Hides, skins & goods ...... 46.0 
WoQEhOE cccccccccccccsvccccce 90.2 

2. IMPOTES ccccccccccccccccccces 358.6 
~-Petroleum .....cceccscesees 88.7 
“--Remainder ......csecccccees 269.9 

a) Port productS ......se.6. (36.8) 
b) Machinery ......eeeeee0, (44.7) 
c) Transport material ..... (35.1) 
G) OCheE cccccccccccccccces (153.3) 
3. Net Balance of Trade ........ -138.2 
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7.918 


7.93 


125.87 
189.10 
85.05 
82.90 
14.54 
363.76 
68.80 
16.88 
4.57 


413.45 
154.2 


7.506 


7.52 


137.41 


138.41 


308.64 


424.24 
137.00 


169.4 
30.1 
54.9 
25.0 
59.4 


162.6 
41.5 
121.1 
(11.3) 
(23.1) 
(15.6) 
(71.1) 


6.8 


6.555 


6.60 


101.67 
152.80 
65.36 
59.00 
12.70 
319.67 
54.40 
15. 68 

3.56 


359.57 
127.00 


160. 
22. 
29. 
37. 
70. 


em wos Ph 


184.1 
48.2 
135.9 
(25.6) 
(21.8) 
(16.9) 
(71.6) 


-23.9 





4. Fluctuation in the Intl Res 

of the Cent Bk of Uruguay 

{o> ) Pere eeeeseeesevceeees 39.6 
5. Fluctuation in Foreign 

IndebtednesS .....ccccccscececes 46.9 

[IV ~ PUBLIC SECTOR 

(Figures for the quarter in 

millions of national currency) 
Le ROUVORMOD coc cc cceceteriecciccdens 2,167 
2. Eempendi tures .ccccccccccccccccecs 1,977 
Pe tds, PPE VerETTrrerrrrirTre 190 
4. Credit of the BCU to the 

TEOASUEY cccccccccoccccccccccces 90.3 
5. Results as % of expenditures ... -9.5 

VY - FINANCIAL SECTOR 

(Fluctuation for the quarter) 

(Figures in millions of 

national currency) 
L. Means of payment ......cecceeces 129 
2. Deposits in savings accounts 

and certificates ..cccccccccccecs 1,234 
3. Credits to the private 

ed ee ee ee eee ee 1,096 

(Figures in millions of dollars) 
4. Deposits in foreign currency ... 49 
5. Credits in foreign currency .... 113 

(Values at the end of the qtr.) 
6. Maximum lending interest 

rate by private banks .......... 44 
7. Annual rate for Eurodollar 

(6 momths) ccccccccccccccccccces 12.625 





-107.00 


92.1 


1,957 
1,823 
134 


-185 
-7.4 


10.625 





68.9 


72.4 


1,782 
1,511 
271 


-246 
-18 


254 


691 


607 


130 
65 


46 


10.75 


23.6 


-24.6 


-112 


351 


362 


56 
38 


56 


9.8125 

































































| 
| LEVEL OF INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY - | CONSUMER PRICES 
(Rate of yrowth in the first 9 
months of the year compared pte of oh oo ileal onde 
to same period of last year) 
| 704 
- eo } 
50 
5 p 
~“ _ 
ei sic 
ee 
00> 
— ww in mW Vi 8 mm Wai ow om wt Wom 
1976 1977 1978 1978 
"| COMMERCIAL RATE OF EXCHANGE 
EXPORTS (Rate of devaluation in the 
past 12 months) 
(Figures for the quarter shook 
in mi lions of dollars 
1 
a5 
\ 35 
23 Lo 
ow own vi ow wt me ev to om 
Lurk, 1977 1976 1979 1976 1977 1978 
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IMPORTS wmree REVENUES & EXPENDITURES OF 
saa | 200 THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 
(Figures for the quarter in 
millions of dollars) (Figures for the auarter 
in méllions of national 
300 wo} currency) 
— Revenues 
--- Expenditures 
oe ‘120 | 
aad 09 
120 x f 
in a A wt " Wf n wt iam wv a. mo oW a von Mm 
1478 1077 107A" 1078 19/6 1977 1974 1979 ~~ 
) & 
| MEANS OF PAYMENT 
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URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


COST OF LIVING--Yesterday the General Statistics and Census Bureau officially 
made known the result of its estimates ard calculations on the level of 
inflation in 1978, placing it at 83.4 percent in relation to the level of 
prices in December 1977. This inflationary surge widely exceeded the first 
forecasts of the government economic team, which were later amended in the 
course of the second half of last year. The same estimates indicate that food 
was the item which contributed the most to the rise of prices with a rate of 
38 percent, while clothing was less to blame with 9.14 percent. Among the 
contributing factors, housing scored 17.80 percent and miscellaneous 18.02 
percent. Actual growth, however, shows that clothing went up the most with 
95.17 percent, food was second with 86.01 percent, housing registered 78.84 
percent and miscellaneous 76.93 percent. Inflation was 5.39 percent in 
December, and it was noted that clothing did not lag in the fact of imported 
goods, although it registered only 0.51 percent. Housing rose 1.05 percent, 
food 2.66 percent and miscellaneous 1.17 percent. [Text] [Montevideo EL 
PAIS in Spanish 18 Jan 80 p 1] 8414 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS--The country's balance of payments registered a surplus 
of $150 million at the end of 1979, officiai spokesmen informed LA MANANA 
last night. They also pointed out that the foreign debt is $1.4 billion, 
which is equivalent to less than 2 years of exports, and that that indebted- 
ness is easily covered if we appraise the gold reserves at the current price 
of the metal. Our informants emphasized the significance of the $150 million 
surplus in the balance of payments when they indicated that consequently, 

to the extent that there is a surplus current account, the country has not 
received capital--on the contrary, it has transferred savings to the rest 

of the world. It should be emphasized that not long ago, precisely in 
Octover, the president of the Central Bank noted that "if we appraise gold 
at $300 a troy ounce, the net foreign debt would be $250 million,” therefore, 
its current price makes it possible to cover the indebtedness of the country 
with ease. Subsequently, when queried on the subject, Jose Gil Diaz 
explained that considering the rise in the price of gold and the fact that 
the debt is in dollars, there was no justification for Uruguay to get rid 

of its reserves to settle its foreign debt. The greater indebtedness, 
according to the reports furnished to LA MANANA, is mainly explained by 

the deferred payment of imports by the private sector and the increase in 
deposits of commercial banks. [Text] [Montevideo LA MANANA in Spanish 19 
Jan 80 p 1] 8414 END 
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